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 SECTION 1 
 

GOD’S WAY OF 

SALVATION 
 



 

  



 

Introduction 

N the Scriptures God reveals Himself to the human race with the 

words of Isaiah 55:8, 9: “For My thoughts are not your thoughts, 

neither are your ways My ways, saith the LORD. For as the heavens 

are higher than the earth, so are My ways higher than your ways, and 

My thoughts than your thoughts.” He also directs us with the words of 

Jeremiah 6:16; “Thus saith the LORD, stand ye in the ways, and see, and 

ask for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye 

shall find rest for your souls.” 

With such directives before us, would it not be incumbent upon us to 

ask God according to the words of Psalm 27:11: “Teach me Thy way, O 

LORD, and lead me in a plain path.”  

It is the purpose of this Sabbath school lesson to research God’s way 

in order for God’s mercies to be understood according to the prayer of 

Psalm 67:1, 2; “God be merciful unto us, and bless us; and cause His 

face to shine upon us; that Thy way may be known upon earth, Thy 

saving health among all nations.” 

Where are we to look for the research of God’s way? We may try 

here or there throughout Scriptures, but only arrive at piecemeal 

sections of His way. By careful search we discover that a complete and 

well-explained method is pointed out for us again in the book of 

Psalms; namely in the 77
th

 and verse 13: “Thy way, O God, is in the 

sanctuary: who is so great a God as our God?” 

Therefore under the enlightenment of the Bible we will venture into 

a detailed research into the sanctuary as it is portrayed in its detail.  

May God then help us indeed to stand in the ways and diligently 

apply ourselves to comprehend God’s way as He reveals Himself in His 

sanctuary. 

  

I 
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LESSON 1                                       Sabbath, January 2, 2021 

 

 December 31, 2016 

a 

 Study of the Hebrew 
Sanctuary 

And let them make me a sanctuary; that I may dwell among them. 

Exodus 25:8 

OBJECTIVES 

 To reflect upon God’s care of the Hebrews in their exit from 

Egypt.  

 To study God’s provision for their worship of Him. 

 To behold the method of their salvation in that provision.  

SAVED FROM EGYPT 

1. How does the Bible depict the life of the Hebrews in the land of 

Egypt and God’s intervention for them? Exodus 2:23-25, 13:3 

 

 

 

 

“This was His purpose in the deliverance of Israel from Egypt. At the 

burning bush Moses received from God the message for the king of Egypt: 

"Let My people go, that they may serve Me." Exodus 7:16. With a mighty 

hand and an outstretched arm God brought out the Hebrew host from the 

land of bondage. Wonderful was the deliverance He wrought for them, 

punishing their enemies, who refused to listen to His word, with total 

destruction.   

“God desired to take His people apart from the world and prepare them to 

receive His word. From Egypt He led them to Mount Sinai, where He 
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revealed to them His glory. Here was nothing to attract their senses or 

divert their minds from God; and as the vast multitude looked at the lofty 

mountains towering above them, they could realize their own nothingness 

in the sight of God.” —Testimonies to the Church Vol. 6, p. 9. 

2. In their travels to the Promised Land, besides giving them His 

law at Mount Sinai, what else did God give them for their 

assurance of their savation? Exodus 24:16-18, 25:1, 2, 8, 9 

 

 

 

 

“Precious were the lessons taught to Israel during their sojourn at Sinai. 

This was a period of special training for the inheritance of Canaan. And 

their surroundings here were favorable for the accomplishing of God's 

purpose. On the summit of Sinai, overshadowing the plain where the 

people spread their tents, rested the pillar of cloud which had been the 

guide of their journey. A pillar fire by night, it assured them of the divine 

protection; and while they were locked in slumber, the bread of heaven fell 

gently upon the encampment. On every hand, vast, rugged heights, in their 

solemn grandeur, spoke of eternal endurance and majesty. Man was made 

to feel his ignorance and weakness in the presence of Him who hath 

"weighed the mountains in scales, and the hills in a balance." Isaiah 40:12. 

Here, by the manifestation of His glory, God sought to impress Israel with 

the holiness of His character and requirements, and the exceeding guilt of 

transgression.     

“But the people were slow to learn the lesson. Accustomed as they had 

been in Egypt to material representations of the Deity, and these of the 

most degrading nature, it was difficult for them to conceive of the 

existence or the character of the Unseen One. In pity for their weakness, 

God gave them a symbol of His presence. "Let them make Me a 

sanctuary," He said; "that I may dwell among them." Exodus 25:8.” 
—Education, pp. 34, 35. 
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3. Did God express His willingness to dwell among them although 

they were so polluted by their long years under Egyptian 

influences? Leviticus 26:11-13 

 

 

“This was the method of education that God desired to establish in Israel. 

But when brought out of Egypt there were among the Israelites few 

prepared to be workers together with Him in the training of their children. 

The parents themselves needed instruction and discipline. Victims of 

lifelong slavery, they were ignorant, untrained, degraded. They had little 

knowledge of God and little faith in Him. They were confused by false 

teaching and corrupted by their long contact with heathenism. God desired 

to lift them to a higher moral level, and to this end He sought to give them 

a knowledge of Himself.” —Education, p. 34.  

“In this comforting message, the prophet refers to the promise of God 

given through Moses while the Israelites were encamped before Mount 

Sinai, when he declared: "I will dwell among the children of Israel, and 

will be their God. And they shall know that I am the Lord their God, that 

brought them forth out of the land of Egypt, that I may dwell among them: 

I am the Lord their God." Throughout the wilderness-wandering the Lord 

had revealed "great goodness toward the house of Israel," which he 

"bestowed on them according to his mercies, and according to the 

multitude of his loving-kindnesses. For he said, Surely they are my people, 

children that will not lie: so he was their Saviour. In all their affliction he 

was afflicted, and the Angel of his presence saved them: in his love and in 

his pity he redeemed them; and he bare them, and carried them all the days 

of old."” —The Review and Herald, December 12, 1907.   

THE SALVATIONAL SANCTUARY 

4. What was the design of the Hebrew sanctuary given by God? 

Exodus 25:8, 9; 40:29-33; Hebrews 9:2-5 
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“The sanctuary to which Paul here refers was the tabernacle built by Moses 

at the command of God as the earthly dwelling place of the Most High. 

"Let them make Me a sanctuary; that I may dwell among them" (Exodus 

25:8), was the direction given to Moses while in the mount with God. The 

Israelites were journeying through the wilderness, and the tabernacle was 

so constructed that it could be removed from place to place; yet it was a 

structure of great magnificence. Its walls consisted of upright boards 

heavily plated with gold and set in sockets of silver, while the roof was 

formed of a series of curtains, or coverings, the outer of skins, the 

innermost of fine linen beautifully wrought with figures of cherubim. 

Besides the outer court, which contained the altar of burnt offering, the 

tabernacle itself consisted of two apartments called the holy and the most 

holy place, separated by a rich and beautiful curtain, or veil; a similar veil 

closed the entrance to the first apartment. 

“In the holy place was the candlestick, on the south, with its seven lamps 

giving light to the sanctuary both by day and by night; on the north stood 

the table of shewbread; and before the veil separating the holy from the 

most holy was the golden altar of incense, from which the cloud of 

fragrance, with the prayers of Israel, was daily ascending before God.     

“In the most holy place stood the ark, a chest of precious wood overlaid 

with gold, the depository of the two tables of stone upon which God had 

inscribed the law of Ten Commandments. Above the ark, and forming the 

cover to the sacred chest, was the mercy seat, a magnificent piece of 

workmanship, surmounted by two cherubim, one at each end, and all 

wrought of solid gold. In this apartment the divine presence was 

manifested in the cloud of glory between the cherubim.” —The Great 

Controversy, pp. 411, 412. 

5. Is there a summary of the sanctuary services? Hebrews 9:6, 7 

 

 

“The ministration of the sanctuary consisted of two divisions, a daily and a 

yearly service. The daily service was performed at the altar of burnt 

offering in the court of the tabernacle, and in the holy place; while the 

yearly service was in the most holy. . . .   
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“The daily service consisted of the morning and evening burnt offering, the 

offering of sweet incense on the golden altar, and the special offerings for 

individual sins. And there were also offerings for sabbaths, new moons, 

and special feasts.” —The Faith I Live By, p. 196.  

6. Besides the worship services, were there services of salvation 

from sin? Leviticus 4:32-34, 5-7 

 

 

 

“The most important part of the daily ministration was the service 

performed in behalf of individuals. The repentant sinner brought his 

offering to the door of the tabernacle, and placing his hand upon the 

victim's head, confessed his sins, thus in figure transferring them from 

himself to the innocent sacrifice. By his own hand the animal was then 

slain, and the blood was carried by the priest into the holy place and 

sprinkled before the veil, behind which was the ark containing the law that 

the sinner had transgressed. By this ceremony the sin was, through the 

blood, transferred in figure to the sanctuary. In some cases the blood was 

not taken into the holy place; but the flesh was then to be eaten by the 

priest. . . . Both ceremonies alike symbolized the transfer of the sin from 

the penitent to the sanctuary.    

“Such was the work that went on day by day throughout the year. The sins 

of Israel being thus transferred to the sanctuary, the holy places were 

defiled, and a special work became necessary for the removal of the sins. 

God commanded that an atonement be made for each of the sacred 

apartments, as for the altar, to "cleanse it, and hallow it from the 

uncleanness of the children of Israel." Leviticus 16:19.    

“Once a year, on the great Day of Atonement, the priest entered the most 

holy place for the cleansing of the sanctuary. The work there performed, 

completed the yearly round of ministration.” —The Faith I Live By, p. 198.  

“On the Day of Atonement two kids of the goats were brought to the door 

of the tabernacle, and lots were cast upon them, "one lot for the Lord, and 

the other lot for the scapegoat." The goat upon which the first lot fell was 

to be slain as a sin offering for the people. And the priest was to bring his 
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blood within the veil, and sprinkle it upon the mercy seat. "And he shall 

make an atonement for the holy place, because of the uncleanness of the 

children of Israel, and because of their transgression in all their sins; and so 

shall he do for the tabernacle of the congregation, that remaineth among 

them in the midst of their uncleanness."    

“And Aaron shall lay both his hands upon the head of the live goat, and 

confess over him all the iniquities of the children of Israel, and all their 

transgressions in all their sins, putting them upon the head of the goat, and 

shall send him away by the hand of a fit man into the wilderness: and the 

goat shall bear upon him all their iniquities into a land not inhabited." Not 

until the goat had been thus sent away did the people regard themselves as 

freed from the burden of their sins. Every man was to afflict his soul while 

the work of atonement was going forward. All business was laid aside, and 

the whole congregation of Israel spent the day in solemn humiliation 

before God, with prayer, fasting, and deep searching of heart.”  —Patriarchs 

and Prophets, p. 355. 

LESSONS OF GOSPEL SALVATION 

7. Was there a connection between the giving of the law and the 

giving of the sanctuary on Mount Sinai? Exodus 25:9, 40 

 

 

 

“In the building of the sanctuary as a dwelling place for God, Moses was 

directed to make all things according to the pattern of things in the 

heavens. God called him into the mount, and revealed to him the heavenly 

things, and in their similitude the tabernacle, with all that pertained to it, 

was fashioned.   

“So to Israel, whom He desired to make His dwelling place, He revealed 

His glorious ideal of character. The pattern was shown them in the mount 

when the law was given from Sinai and when God passed by before Moses 

and proclaimed, "The Lord, The Lord God, merciful and gracious, long-

suffering, and abundant in goodness and truth." Exodus 34:6.   

“But this ideal they were, in themselves, powerless to attain. The 

revelation at Sinai could only impress them with their need and 
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helplessness. Another lesson the tabernacle, through its service of sacrifice, 

was to teach-- the lesson of pardon of sin, and power through the Saviour 

for obedience unto life.” —Education, pp. 35, 36. 

8. How was the salvation of the Hebrews secured in the times of the 

Old Testament via their sanctuary services? 1 Corinthians 10:1-4; 

Hebrews 3:17-4:3 

 

 

 

“The work of salvation in both the Old and the New Testament 

dispensation is the same. Christ was the foundation of the whole Jewish 

economy. The types and shadows under which the Jews worshipped all 

pointed forward to the world's Redeemer. It was by faith in a coming 

Saviour that sinners were saved then. It is through faith in Christ that they 

are justified today.” —Bible Echo and Signs of the Times, February 8, 1897.   
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LESSON 2                                       Sabbath, January 9, 2021 

The Hebrew and Heavenly 
Sanctuary 

We have such an high priest, … a minister of the sanctuary, and of the 

true tabernacle, which the Lord pitched, and not man. Hebrews 8:1, 2 

OBJECTIVES 

 To verify that the Hebrew sanctuary was a miniature copy of the 

heavenly. 

 To examine the scriptures describing the heavenly sanctuary. 

 To view the activities of salvation in the sanctuary of heaven. 

THE HEAVENLY PATTERN 

1. When Moses was instructed to build the Hebrew sanctuary, was 

he given a visual impression of its formation? Exodus 25:8, 9, 40 

 

 

 

“When Moses was about to build the sanctuary as a dwelling place for 

God, he was directed to make all things according to the pattern shown 

him in the mount. Moses was full of zeal to do God's work; the most 

talented, skillful men were at hand to carry out his suggestions. Yet he was 

not to make a bell, a pomegranate, a tassel, a fringe, a curtain, or any 

vessel of the sanctuary, except according to the pattern shown him.” —The 

The Desire of Ages, p. 208.   

2. What in all reality was this visual pattern shown to Moses in the 

mount? Exodus 25:9; Hebrews 8:2, 4, 5 
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“Moses made the earthly sanctuary after a pattern which was shown him. 

Paul teaches that that pattern was the true sanctuary which is in heaven. 

And John testifies that he saw it in heaven.     

“The sanctuary in heaven is the very center of Christ's work in behalf of 

men. It concerns every soul living upon the earth.” —The Faith I Live By, 

p. 202.   

“God presented before Moses in the mount a view of the heavenly 

sanctuary, and commanded him to make all things according to the pattern 

shown him. All these directions were carefully recorded by Moses, who 

communicated them to the leaders of the people” —Patriarchs and Prophets, 

p. 343.  

BIBLE DESCRIPTIONS 

3. Does the Bible announce regarding a sanctuary in heaven? 

Psalm 11:4; 102:19; Revelation 14:17; 16:17 

 

 

 

“We all need to keep the subject of the sanctuary in mind. God forbid that 

the clatter of words coming from human lips should lessen the belief of our 

people in the truth that there is a sanctuary in heaven, and that a pattern of 

this sanctuary was once built on this earth. God desires His people to 

become familiar with this pattern, keeping ever before their minds the 

heavenly sanctuary, where God is all and in all.” —S.D.A. Bible Commentary 

Val. 7, p. 482. 

4. Do the Scriptures describe a two-appartment heavenly 

sanctuary? Revelation 1:10-13; 4:5; 8:3; 15:5 
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“As in vision the apostle John was granted a view of the temple of God in 

heaven, he beheld there "seven lamps of fire burning before the throne."  

“Here the prophet was permitted to behold the first apartment of the 

sanctuary in heaven; and he saw there the "seven lamps of fire" and the 

"golden altar" represented by the golden candlestick and the altar of 

incense in the sanctuary on earth. Again, "the temple of God was opened" 

Revelation 11:19, and he looked within the inner veil, upon the holy of 

holies. Here he beheld "the ark of His testament" Revelation 11:19, 

represented by the sacred chest constructed by Moses to contain the law of 

God.  

“John says that he saw the sanctuary in heaven. That sanctuary, in which 

Jesus ministers in our behalf, is the great original, of which the sanctuary 

built by Moses was a copy.” —Counsels for the Church, p. 347. 

HEAVENLY ACTIVITIES OF SALVATION 

5. As the sin offering was slain by the sinner in the outer court and 

it represented Christ the sacrifice for our sins, what then is the 

outer court of the heavenly sanctuary? Hebrews 13:11, 12; 

Revelation 11:1, 2 

 

 

 

“Our great High Priest completed the sacrificial offering of Himself when 

He suffered without the gate. Then a perfect atonement was made for the 

sins of the people. Jesus is our Advocate, our High Priest, our Intercessor. 

Our present position therefore is like that of the Israelites, standing in the 

outer court, waiting and looking for that blessed hope, the glorious 

appearing of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.” —That I May Know Him, 

p. 73.    

“The church of God upon the earth is one with the church of God above. 

Believers on the earth, and those who have never fallen in heaven, are one 

church. Every heavenly intelligence is interested in the assemblies of the 

saints, who on earth meet to worship God in spirit and in truth, and in the 

beauty of holiness. In the inner court of heaven, they listen to the 

testimonies of the witnesses for Christ in the outer court on earth. And the 



First Half, Year 2021 11 

praise and thanksgiving that come from the church below are taken up in 

the heavenly anthem, and praise and rejoicing resound through the 

heavenly courts because Christ has not died in vain for the fallen sons and 

daughters of Adam.” —To Be Like Jesus, p. 332.  

6. Just as the blood of the sin offering was taken by the officiating 

priest from the outer court and sprinkled in the first appartment, 

is this what Jesus did in the heavenly sancturary? Hebrews 6:19, 

20; 9:11, 12. 24 

 

 

 

“The ministration of the priest throughout the year in the first apartment of 

the sanctuary, "within the veil" which formed the door and separated the 

holy place from the outer court, represents the work of ministration upon 

which Christ entered at His ascension. It was the work of the priest in the 

daily ministration to present before God the blood of the sin offering, also 

the incense which ascended with the prayers of Israel. So did Christ plead 

His blood before the Father in behalf of sinners, and present before Him 

also, with the precious fragrance of His own righteousness, the prayers of 

penitent believers. Such was the work of ministration in the first apartment 

of the sanctuary in heaven.” —The Great Controversy, p. 420.   

7. As once a year there was a cleansing of the Hebrew sanctuary, how 

is this work of salvation replicated in the heavenly sanctuary? 

Daniel 8:14; Hebrews 9:23 

 

 

 

“For eighteen centuries this work of ministration continued in the first 

apartment of the sanctuary. The blood of Christ, pleaded in behalf of 

penitent believers, secured their pardon and acceptance with the Father, yet 

their sins still remained upon the books of record. As in the typical service 

there was a work of atonement at the close of the year, so before Christ's 

work for the redemption of men is completed there is a work of atonement 
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for the removal of sin from the sanctuary. This is the service which began 

when the 2300 days ended. At that time, as foretold by Daniel the prophet, 

our High Priest entered the most holy, to perform the last division of His 

solemn work--to cleanse the sanctuary. —The Great Controversy, p. 421.   

8. How important is it that we understand this activity and reality of 

the heavenly sanctuary? Hebrews 10:19-23; 2 Chronicles 30:8 

 

 

 

 

“The correct understanding of the ministration in the heavenly sanctuary is 

the foundation of our faith.” —Counsels for the Church, p. 347.  

“All who have received the light upon these subjects are to bear testimony 

of the great truths which God has committed to them. The sanctuary in 

heaven is the very center of Christ's work in behalf of men. It concerns 

every soul living upon the earth. It opens to view the plan of redemption, 

bringing us down to the very close of time, and revealing the triumphant 

issue of the contest between righteousness and sin. It is of the utmost 

importance that all should thoroughly investigate these subjects, and be 

able to give an answer to every one that asketh them a reason of the hope 

that is in them.” —Evangelism, p. 222.  
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LESSON 3                                     Sabbath, January 18, 2020 

Human Body Sanctuary 

For ye are the temple of the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in 

them, and walk in them; and I will be their God, and they shall be my 

people. 2 Corinthians 6:16 

OBJECTIVES 

 To let Inspiration reveal the soul temple. 

 To show the courts of the soul temple. 

 To examine the activity of salvation in the sanctuary of the heart. 

BIBLE REVELATION 

1. How clearly does Scripture refer to our bodies as a temple or 

sanctuary? 1 Corinthians 3:16, 17 

 

 

“From eternal ages it was God's purpose that every created being, from the 

bright and holy seraph to man, should be a temple for the indwelling of the 

Creator. Because of sin, humanity ceased to be a temple for God. Darkened 

and defiled by evil, the heart of man no longer revealed the glory of the 

Divine One. But by the incarnation of the Son of God, the purpose of 

Heaven is fulfilled. God dwells in humanity, and through saving grace the 

heart of man becomes again His temple.” —The Faith I Live By, p. 191. 

2. Does Inspiration really link the Hebrew temple with God’s 

dwelling in our human body? 2 Corinthians 6:16; Leviticus 26:12 
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“In the cleansing of the temple, Jesus was announcing His mission as the 

Messiah, and entering upon His work. That temple, erected for the abode 

of the divine Presence, was designed to be an object lesson for Israel and 

for the world. From eternal ages it was God's purpose that every created 

being, from the bright and holy seraph to man, should be a temple for the 

indwelling of the Creator. Because of sin, humanity ceased to be a temple 

for God. Darkened and defiled by evil, the heart of man no longer revealed 

the glory of the Divine One. But by the incarnation of the Son of God, the 

purpose of Heaven is fulfilled. God dwells in humanity, and through 

saving grace the heart of man becomes again His temple. God designed 

that the temple at Jerusalem should be a continual witness to the high 

destiny open to every soul. But the Jews had not understood the 

significance of the building they regarded with so much pride. They did 

not yield themselves as holy temples for the Divine Spirit.” —The Desire of 

Ages, p. 161.  

BODY TEMPLE COURTS 

3. Is the human body comprised of different courts of function and 

activity? 1 Thessalonians 5:23; Romans 7:18, 22, 23 

 

 

 

“The tears which Christ shed on the crest of Olivet were for the 

impenitence and ingratitude of every individual to the close of time. He 

sees His love despised. The soul’s temple courts have been converted into 

places of unholy traffic. Selfishness, mammon, malice, envy, pride, 

passion, are all cherished in the human heart. His warnings are rejected and 

ridiculed, His ambassadors are treated with indifference, their words seem 

as idle tales. Jesus has spoken by mercies, but these mercies have been 

unacknowledged; He has spoken by solemn warnings, but these warnings 

have been rejected.” —To Be Like Jesus, p. 196.  

4. Judging from 1 Thessalonians 5:23 in question three, can we 

rightly conclude the body to be the outercourt and the brain and 

nervous system the two-appartment temple of the soul?  
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“The brain nerves which communicate with the entire system are the only 

medium through which Heaven can communicate to man and affect his 

inmost life. Whatever disturbs the circulation of the electric currents in the 

nervous system lessens the strength of the vital powers, and the result is a 

deadening of the sensibilities of the mind.” —Counsels for the Church, p. 101.  

“It is not enough to have an intellectual knowledge of the truth. . . . There 

must be an entrance of the Word into the heart. It must be set home by the 

power of the Holy Spirit. The will must be brought into harmony with its 

requirements. Not only the intellect but the heart and conscience must 

concur in the acceptance of the truth” —That I My Know Him, p. 192.    

“The truth is kept altogether too much in the outer court. Bring it into the 

inner temple of the soul, enthrone it in the heart, and let it control the life. 

The word of God should be studied and obeyed, then the heart will find 

rest and peace and joy, and the aspirations will tend heavenward; but when 

truth is kept apart from the life, in the outer court, the heart is not warmed 

with the glowing fire of God's goodness.” —Testimonies for the Church Vol. 5, 

p. 547.    

5. Recognising that the two appartments of the Hebrew sanctuary 

are replicated in the human brain, can the intellectual and 

spiritual parts of the brain be discerned anatomically? 

Revelation 7:2, 3; 14:1 

 

 

 

“Just as soon as the people of God are sealed in their foreheads--it is not 

any seal or mark that can be seen, but a settling into the truth, both 

intellectually and spiritually, so they cannot be moved--just as soon as 

God's people are sealed and prepared for the shaking, it will come. Indeed, 

it has begun already; the judgments of God are now upon the land, to give 

us warning, that we may know what is coming.” —S.D.A. Bible Commentary 

Vol. 4, p. 1161. 

 



First Half, Year 2021 16 

“The occipital lobe is involved in perception of vision, the temporal lobe in 

memory, and the parietal lobe in the perception of touch and the 

comprehension of speed. The frontal love is not only important in 

movement but also has a large area devoted to thinking, behaviour and 

personality.” —Ken Ashwell, Anatomica: The Complete Home Medical Reference, 

p. 164. 

6. In the light of question five, are we able to locate the place where 

the law of the ten commandments is written? 2 Corinthians 3:3; 

Jeremiah 31:33 

 

 

 

“The same law that was engraved upon the tables of stone, is written by the 

Holy Spirit upon the tables of the heart. Instead of going about to establish 

our own righteousness we accept the righteousness of Christ. His blood 

atones for our sins. His obedience is accepted for us. Then the heart 

renewed by the Holy Spirit will bring forth "the fruits of the Spirit." 

Through the grace of Christ we shall live in obedience to the law of God 

written upon our hearts. Having the Spirit of Christ, we shall walk even as 

He walked” —God’s Amazing Grace, p. 137. 

CLEANSING OF THE SANCTUARY 

7. Where in the Hebrew sanctuary were the sins placed, and where 

in the human temple are they located? Leviticus 4:13-18; 

Jeremiah 17:1 

 

 

 

“Bro. and sister Palmer, you have the work of washing to do, to remove the 

defects from your robes of character. No one can do this for you, and you 

cannot stand with the spotless throng, unless you do this work. These 

infirmities are natural to sister Palmer. Her selfishness has grown with her 

growth, and strengthened with her strength, until it is interwoven with 
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every fibre of her being. Nothing but the blood of Christ can remove this 

deep-rooted evil.” —Pamphlet n°138: The Health Reform and the Health Institute 

(1872), p. 50.  

8. After a year of accumulated sins sprinkled on the horns of the 

altar and the veil, what took place on the day of atonement, and 

what does this teach regarding the sins in the soul temple? 

Leviticus 16:18, 19; Exodus 29:36; Hebrews 10:19-22; 9:13, 14 

 

 

 

 

“Christ is cleansing the temple in heaven from the sins of the people, and 

we must work in harmony with him upon the earth, cleansing the soul 

temple from its moral defilement.”—The Review and Herald, February 11, 1890.  

“God designed that the temple at Jerusalem should be a continual witness 

to the high destiny open to every soul. But the Jews had not understood the 

significance of the building they regarded with so much pride. They did 

not yield themselves as holy temples for the Divine Spirit. The courts of 

the temple at Jerusalem, filled with the tumult of unholy traffic, 

represented all too truly the temple of the heart. . . . In cleansing the temple 

from the world's buyers and sellers, Jesus announced His mission to 

cleanse the heart from the defilement of sin--from . . . the selfish lusts, the 

evil habits, that corrupt the soul.” —The Faith I Live By, p. 191.   
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LESSON 4                                     Sabbath, January 23, 2021 

Let Them Make Me  
A Sanctuary - Jesus 

Jesus answered and said unto them, Destroy this temple, and in three 

days I will raise it up… But he spake of the temple of his body.  

                                                                                            John 2:19, 21 

OBJECTIVES 

 To reconfirm that the human body is represented by the earthly 

sanctuary according to Christ’s words. 

 To show that as the Hebrews constructed their sanctuary by their 

contributions, so the body temple of Christ was formed by human 

contributions. 

 To appreciate God with us in Christ’s body tabernacle. 

CHRIST’S TEMPLE ANALOGY 

1. After Jesus had cleansed the Jewish temple from the money 

changers and animal traders, what challenging question was He 

asked and what was His answer? John 2:18, 19 

 

 

 

“Above all others the priests and rulers should have seen in Jesus the 

anointed of the Lord; for in their hands were the sacred scrolls that 

described His mission, and they knew that the cleansing of the temple was 

a manifestation of more than human power. Much as they hated Jesus, they 

could not free themselves from the thought that He might be a prophet sent 

by God to restore the sanctity of the temple. With a deference born of this 
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fear, they went to Him with the inquiry, "What sign showest Thou unto us, 

seeing that Thou doest these things?"    

“Jesus had shown them a sign. In flashing light into their hearts, and in 

doing before them the works which the Messiah was to do, He had given 

convincing evidence of His character. Now when they asked for a sign, He 

answered them by a parable, showing that He read their malice, and saw to 

what lengths it would lead them. "Destroy this temple," He said, "and in 

three days I will raise it up."” —The Desire of Ages, p. 164. 

2. Puzzled by His answer, what did they fail to comprehend in His 

analogy? John 2:20, 21 

 

 

 

“As referring to the temple at Jerusalem, the Saviour's words, "Destroy this 

temple, and in three days I will raise it up," had a deeper meaning than the 

hearers perceived. Christ was the foundation and life of the temple. Its 

services were typical of the sacrifice of the Son of God. The priesthood 

was established to represent the mediatorial character and work of Christ. 

The entire plan of sacrificial worship was a foreshadowing of the Saviour's 

death to redeem the world. There would be no efficacy in these offerings 

when the great event toward which they had pointed for ages was 

consummated.   

“Since the whole ritual economy was symbolical of Christ, it had no value 

apart from Him. When the Jews sealed their rejection of Christ by 

delivering Him to death, they rejected all that gave significance to the 

temple and its services. Its sacredness had departed. It was doomed to 

destruction. From that day sacrificial offerings and the service connected 

with them were meaningless. Like the offering of Cain, they did not 

express faith in the Saviour. In putting Christ to death, the Jews virtually 

destroyed their temple. When Christ was crucified, the inner veil of the 

temple was rent in twain from top to bottom, signifying that the great final 

sacrifice had been made, and that the system of sacrificial offerings was 

forever at an end.” —The Desire of Ages, p. 165.   
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CHRIST’S BODY CONSTRUCTION 

3. In comparing His body with the Hebrew tabernacle, is there 

another important understanding to glean from the analogy of 

the construction of their tabernacle? Exodus 25:8; Hebrews 2:11, 

14 

 

 

 

“The story of Bethlehem is an exhaustless theme. In it is hidden "the depth 

of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God." Romans 11:33. 

We marvel at the Saviour's sacrifice in exchanging the throne of heaven for 

the manger, and the companionship of adoring angels for the beasts of the 

stall. Human pride and self-sufficiency stand rebuked in His presence. Yet 

this was but the beginning of His wonderful condescension. It would have 

been an almost infinite humiliation for the Son of God to take man's 

nature, even when Adam stood in his innocence in Eden. But Jesus 

accepted humanity when the race had been weakened by four thousand 

years of sin. Like every child of Adam He accepted the results of the 

working of the great law of heredity. What these results were is shown in 

the history of His earthly ancestors. He came with such a heredity to share 

our sorrows and temptations, and to give us the example of a sinless life.” 
—The Desire of Ages, p. 48.      

4. Does Scripture in all reality convey the thought that the human 

genealogy was used to provide a body tabernacle for Jesus? 

Matthew 1:1-15, 16, 17; Romans 1:3, 4; Hebrews 10:5 

 

 

 

 

“Christ did not make-believe take human nature; He did verily take it. He 

did in reality possess human nature. "As the children are partakers of flesh 

and blood, he also himself likewise took part of the same." He was the son 
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of Mary; He was of the seed of David according to human descent. He is 

declared to be a man, even the Man Christ Jesus. "This man," writes Paul, 

"was counted worthy of more glory than Moses, inasmuch as he who hath 

builded the house hath more honor than the house."” —Lift Him Up, p. 74. 

5. How beneficial is the truth that the body of Jesus is constructed 

by the contribution of the sinful human genome? Romans 8:1-4 

 

 

 

“God commanded Moses for Israel, "Let them make Me a sanctuary; that I 

may dwell among them" (Exodus 25:8), and He abode in the sanctuary, in 

the midst of His people. Through all their weary wandering in the desert, 

the symbol of His presence was with them. So Christ set up His tabernacle 

in the midst of our human encampment. He pitched His tent by the side of 

the tents of men, that He might dwell among us, and make us familiar with 

His divine character and life. "The Word became flesh, and tabernacled 

among us (and we beheld His glory, glory as of the Only Begotten from 

the Father), full of grace and truth." John 1:14, R. V., margin.   

“Since Jesus came to dwell with us, we know that God is acquainted with 

our trials, and sympathizes with our griefs. Every son and daughter of 

Adam may understand that our Creator is the friend of sinners. For in 

every doctrine of grace, every promise of joy, every deed of love, every 

divine attraction presented in the Saviour's life on earth, we see "God with 

us."” —The Desire of Ages, pp. 23, 24.     

GOD WITH US 

6. In the contemplation of the content raised in question five, can we 

appreciate the love of God manifest in Christ? Romans 8:31-39 

 

 

 

“Divine culture brings perfection. If in connection with God the work is 

carried forward, the human agent, through Christ, will day by day gain 
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victory and honor in the battle. Through the grace given he will overcome, 

and will be placed on vantage ground. In his relation to Christ he will be 

bone of His bone, flesh of His flesh, one with Christ in a peculiar 

relationship, because Christ took the humanity of man. He became subject 

to temptation, endangering as it were, His divine attributes. Satan sought, 

by the constant and curious devices of his cunning, to make Christ yield to 

temptation. Man must pass over the ground over which Christ has passed. 

As Christ overcame every temptation which Satan brought against Him, so 

man is to overcome. And those who strive earnestly to overcome are 

brought into a oneness with Christ that the angels in heaven can never 

know.” —S.D.A. Bible Commentary Vol. 7, p. 926.    

7. How measureless is the meditation of the truth of this lesson?       

1 John 3:1-3 

 

 

“In the contemplation of Christ we linger on the shore of love that is 

measureless. We endeavor to tell of this love, and language fails us. We 

consider His life on earth, His sacrifice for us, His work in heaven as our 

advocate, and the mansions He is preparing for those who love Him, and 

we can only exclaim, O the height and depth of the love of Christ! "Herein 

is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us, and sent His Son to be 

the propitiation for our sins." "Behold, what manner of love the Father hath 

bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of God."” —The Acts of 

the Apostles, p. 333.  

“"Emmanuel, God with us," this means everything to us. What a broad 

foundation does it lay for our faith. What a hope big with immortality does 

it place before the believing soul. God with us in Christ Jesus to 

accompany us every step of the journey to heaven. The Holy Spirit with us 

as a comforter, a guide in our perplexities, to soothe our sorrows, and 

shield us in temptation. "O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and 

knowledge of God!"” 

“"God with us" is the surety of our deliverance from sin, the assurance of 

our power to obey the law of heaven.” —My Life Today, p. 290. 
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LESSON 5                                     Sabbath, January 30, 2021 
 

Jesus – Sacrifice and Priest 

And for this cause he is the mediator of the new testament, that by means 

of death, for the redemption of the transgressions that were under the 

first testament, they which are called might receive the promise of eternal 

inheritance. Hebrews 9:15 

OBJECTIVES 

 To study the work of Christ as the sacrifice for our sins. 

 Also to connect His work as the priest applying the sacrifice. 

 To benefit from faith in Jesus, as both Sacrifice and Priest. 

THE SACRIFICIAL LAMB 

1. How did John the Baptist introduce the first aspect of Christ’s 

activity in His appearance on earth? John 1:29, 36 

 

 

 

“The Baptist saw the Saviour walking at a distance, and his face lighted up. 

"Behold the Lamb of God," he cried, "which taketh away the sin of the 

world." There Christ stood revealed before the people. The glory of God 

descended upon him in the form of a dove like burnished gold, and the 

voice of the infinite One declared, "This is my beloved Son, in whom I am 

well pleased."” —The Review and Herald, February 13, 1900. 

2. Where in the Hebrew sanctuary service was John pointing to by 

his anouncement of Jesus?  Exodus 29:38-42; 1 Peter 1:18, 19 
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“The sacrifices and offerings pointed forward to the sacrifice He was to 

make. The slain lamb typified the Lamb that was to take away the sin of 

the world.” —God’s Amazing Grace, p. 15.  

3. Among all the various animal sacrifices depicting Christ, which 

one most clearly played out His work? Leviticus 4:32-35 

 

 

 

 

“The sins of the people were transferred in figure to the officiating priest, 

who was a mediator for the people. The priest could not himself become an 

offering for sin, and make an atonement with his life, for he was also a 

sinner. Therefore, instead of suffering death himself, he killed a lamb 

without blemish; the penalty of sin was transferred to the innocent beast, 

which thus became his immediate substitute, and typified the perfect 

offering of Jesus Christ. Through the blood of this victim, man looked 

forward by faith to the blood of Christ which would atone for the sins of 

the world.” —S.D.A. Bible Commentary Vol 1, p. 1111.   

PRIESTLY SERVICES 

4. By whom were the sacrificial services in the Hebrew sanctuary 

officiated? Leviticus 14:19, 20; Hebrews 9:6, 7 

 

 

 

“Such was the work that went on day by day throughout the year. The sins 

of Israel being thus transferred to the sanctuary, the holy places were 

defiled, and a special work became necessary for the removal of the sins. 

God commanded that an atonement be made for each of the sacred 

apartments, as for the altar, to "cleanse it, and hallow it from the 

uncleanness of the children of Israel." 
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Once a year, on the great Day of Atonement, the priest entered the most 

holy place for the cleansing of the sanctuary. The work there performed 

completed the yearly round of ministration.” —Patriarchs and Prophets, 

p. 355.    

5. Who did these priests represent in all their temple services? 

Hebrews 7:23-27; 8:1-5 

 

 

 

“I was also shown a sanctuary upon the earth containing two apartments. It 

resembled the one in heaven, and I was told that it was a figure of the 

heavenly. The furniture of the first apartment of the earthly sanctuary was 

like that in the first apartment of the heavenly. The veil was lifted, and I 

looked into the holy of holies and saw that the furniture was the same as in 

the most holy place of the heavenly sanctuary. The priest ministered in 

both apartments of the earthly. He went daily into the first apartment, but 

entered the most holy only once a year, to cleanse it from the sins which 

had been conveyed there. I saw that Jesus ministered in both apartments of 

the heavenly sanctuary. The priests entered into the earthly with the blood 

of an animal as an offering for sin. Christ entered into the heavenly 

sanctuary by the offering of His own blood. The earthly priests were 

removed by death; therefore they could not continue long; but Jesus was a 

priest forever. Through the sacrifices and offerings brought to the earthly 

sanctuary, the children of Israel were to lay hold of the merits of a Saviour 

to come. And in the wisdom of God the particulars of this work were given 

us that we might, by looking to them, understand the work of Jesus in the 

heavenly sanctuary” —Early Wriings, p. 252.   

BOTH PRIEST AND VICTIM 

6. In the contemplations found in questions one  to five, what is the 

amazing conclusion that reveals itself? Hebrews 9:11, 12 
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“The infinite sufficiency of Christ is demonstrated by His bearing the sins 

of the whole world. He occupies the double position of offerer and of 

offering, of priest and of victim. He was holy, harmless, undefiled, and 

separate from sinners. "The prince of this world cometh," He declares, 

"and findeth nothing in Me." He was a Lamb without blemish, and without 

spot.   

“As the high priest laid aside his gorgeous pontifical robes, and officiated 

in the white linen dress of a common priest, so Christ emptied Himself, 

and took the form of a servant, and offered the sacrifice, Himself the priest, 

Himself the victim.” —S.D.A.  Bible Commentary Vol. 7, p. 463.   

7. How deeply can this reality of Christ’s dual position affect our 

personal sense of salvation? Hebrews 9:13-15, 24-28 

 

  

 

 

“God did establish Himself, and He carried the worlds unfallen and the 

heavenly universe with Him, but at a terrible cost. His only begotten Son 

was given up as Satan’s victim. The Lord Jesus Christ revealed a character 

entirely opposite to that of Satan. As the high priest laid off his gorgeous, 

pontifical robes, and officiated in the white linen dress of a common priest, 

so Christ emptied Himself and took the form of a servant and offered 

sacrifice, Himself the priest, Himself the victim.” —Christ Triumphant, p. 14.  

8. Are we able to perceive the dual benefit gained in the knowledge 

of Christ’s experience as victim and priest? Psalm 40:6, 7, 12, 13; 

Hebrews 4:15, 16; 2:14, 17, 18 
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“In His humanity Christ was tried with as much greater temptation, with as 

much more persevering energy than man is tried by the evil one, as His 

nature was greater than man's. This is a deep mysterious truth, that Christ 

is bound to humanity by the most sensitive sympathies. The evil works, the 

evil thoughts, the evil words of every son and daughter of Adam press 

upon His divine soul. The sins of men called for retribution upon Himself, 

for He had become man's substitute, and took upon Him the sins of the 

world. He bore the sins of every sinner, for all transgressions were imputed 

unto Him. . . . "How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation?"”  
—That I May Know Him, p. 66. 

“He who considered it not robbery to be equal with God, once trod the 

earth, bearing our suffering and sorrowing nature, and tempted in all points 

like as we are; and now he appears in the presence of God as our great 

High Priest, ready to accept the repentance and to answer the prayers of his 

people, and, through the merits of his own righteousness, to present them 

to the Father. He raises his wounded hands to God, and claims their blood-

bought pardon. I have graven them on the palms of my hands, he pleads. 

Those memorial wounds of my humiliation and anguish secure to my 

church the best gifts of Omnipotence” —Bible Echo and Signs of the Times, 

August 1, 1887.  
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LESSON 6                                       Sabbath, February 6, 2021 

Christ’s Work of Salvation 

Wherefore he is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto 

God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them. 

Hebrews 7:25 

OBJECTIVES 

 To research the realities of salvation by Christ, depicted in the 

sanctuary. 

 To expand especially on Christ’s work as Priest and Victim. 

 To meditate upon our hope of salvation in the study of the 

sanctuary.  

SANCTUARY, SALVATIONAL OBJECT LESSON 

1. Where did Jesus point the dissappointed disciples to in order to 

help them understand His work of salvation? Luke 24:25-27, 44, 

45 

 

 

 

 

2. By pointing to the law of Moses, what was the very centre to 

which that law related which would explain Christ’s death? 

2 Chronicles 30:15-17 
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“In patriarchal times the sacrificial offerings connected with divine 

worship constituted a perpetual reminder of the coming of a Saviour, and 

thus it was with the entire ritual of the sanctuary services throughout 

Israel's history. In the ministration of the tabernacle, and of the Temple that 

afterward took its place, the people were taught each day, by means of 

types and shadows, the great truths relative to the advent of Christ as 

Redeemer, Priest, and King; and once each year their minds were carried 

forward to the closing events of the great controversy between Christ and 

Satan, the final purification of the universe from sin and sinners” —Lift Him 

Up, p. 26. 

3. Having already appreciated from lesson two that Christ 

represented the lamb slain in the outer court of the sanctuary, 

how is the act of our salvation further enlarged in Scripture? 

Hebrews 13:10-14 

 

 

 

“Our great High Priest completed the sacrificial offering of Himself when 

He suffered without the gate. Then a perfect atonement was made for the 

sins of the people. Jesus is our Advocate, our High Priest, our Intercessor. 

Our present position therefore is like that of the Israelites, standing in the 

outer court, waiting and looking for that blessed hope, the glorious 

appearing of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. . . . Type met antitype in 

the death of Christ, the Lamb slain for the sins of the world. The great 

High Priest has made the only sacrifice that will be of any value.” —S.D.A.  

Bible Commentary Vol. 7, p. 913.   

“The plan of salvation was laid in a sacrifice so broad and deep and high 

that it is immeasurable. Christ did not send His angels to this fallen world, 

while He remained in heaven; but He Himself went without the camp, 

bearing the reproach. He became a man of sorrows, and acquainted with 

grief; Himself took our infirmities, and bore our weaknesses.” —Counsels on 

Stewardship, p. 54.   



First Half, Year 2021 30 

4. Having made the sacrifice of Himself upon earth to save us, how 

was our salvation further enacted by Christ? Hebrews 8:1, 2; 

9:11-14; 10:10-12  

 

 

 

 

“When Christ died upon the cross of Calvary, a new and living way was 

opened to both Jew and Gentile. The Saviour was henceforth to officiate as 

priest and advocate in the heaven of heavens. Henceforth the blood of 

beasts offered for sins was valueless, for the Lamb of God had died for the 

sins of the world.” —S.D.A. Bible Commentary Vol. 7, p. 487.  

“In Christ were united the divine and the human--the Creator and the 

creature. The nature of God, whose law had been transgressed, and the 

nature of Adam, the transgressor, meet in Jesus--the Son of God, and the 

Son of man. And having with His own blood paid the price of redemption, 

having passed through man's experience, having in man's behalf met and 

conquered temptation, having, though Himself sinless, borne the shame 

and guilt and burden of sin, He becomes man's Advocate and Intercessor. 

What an assurance here to the tempted and struggling soul, what an 

assurance to the witnessing universe, that Christ will be "a merciful and 

faithful high priest" —Lift Him Up, p. 345. 

SALVATION BY VICTIM AND PRIEST 

5. Having suffered as the lamb slain, what makes the priesthood of 

Christ so effectual? 1 Peter 3:18; Hebrews 5:7-10; 2:17, 18 

 

 

  

 

“What a contrast the second Adam presented as He entered the gloomy 

wilderness to cope with Satan single-handed. Since the fall, the race had 

been decreasing in size and physical strength, and sinking lower in moral 
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worth, up to the period of Christ's advent to the earth. In order to elevate 

fallen man, Christ must reach him where he was. He took human nature, 

and bore the infirmities and degeneracy of the race. He who knew no sin 

became sin for us. He humiliated Himself to the lowest depths of human 

woe, that He might be qualified to reach man and bring him up from the 

degradation in which sin had plunged him.” —Confrontation, p. 32.    

6. In Christ’s suffering as a victim of humanity’s sin, how is the 

salvation He is sourcing conveyed to us by His priestly service? 

Romans 8:1-4; Revelation 1:18; Hebrews 7:25 

 

 

 

 

“Through all our trials we have a never-failing Helper. He does not leave 

us alone to struggle with temptation, to battle with evil, and be finally 

crushed with burdens and sorrow. Though now He is hidden from mortal 

sight, the ear of faith can hear His voice saying, Fear not; I am with you. "I 

am He that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive forevermore." 

Revelation 1:18. I have endured your sorrows, experienced your struggles, 

encountered your temptations. I know your tears; I also have wept. The 

griefs that lie too deep to be breathed into any human ear, I know. Think 

not that you are desolate and forsaken. Though your pain touch no 

responsive chord in any heart on earth, look unto Me, and live. "The 

mountains shall depart, and the hills be removed; but My kindness shall 

not depart from thee, neither shall the covenant of My peace be removed, 

saith the Lord that hath mercy on thee."” —The Desire of Ages, p. 483. 

SANCTUARY ILLUMINATION 

7. In the study and meditation of the sanctuary and its services, will 

we find all we need for our practical salvation? Psalm 63:1, 2; 

68:24; 77:13 
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“The great plan of redemption, as revealed in the closing work of these last 

days, should receive close examination. The scenes connected with the 

sanctuary above should make such an impression upon the minds and 

hearts of all that they may be able to impress others. All need to become 

more intelligent in regard to the work of the atonement, which is going on 

in the sanctuary above. When this grand truth is seen and understood, those 

who hold it will work in harmony with Christ to prepare a people to stand 

in the great day of God, and their efforts will be successful. By study, 

contemplation, and prayer God's people will be elevated above common, 

earthly thoughts and feelings, and will be brought into harmony with 

Christ and His great work of cleansing the sanctuary above from the sins of 

the people. Their faith will go with Him into the sanctuary, and the 

worshipers on earth will be carefully reviewing their lives and comparing 

their characters with the great standard of righteousness. They will see 

their own defects; they will also see that they must have the aid of the 

Spirit of God if they would become qualified for the great and solemn 

work for this time which is laid upon God's ambassadors.” —Testimonies for 

the Church Vol. 5, p. 575.  

8. Because our salvation is so powerfully conveyed in the study of 

the sanctuary, how does Inspiration warn us regarding our 

danger in this matter? Psalm 27:4 

 

 

“Satan is striving continually to bring in fanciful suppositions in regard to 

the sanctuary, degrading the wonderful representations of God and the 

ministry of Christ for our salvation into something that suits the carnal 

mind. He removes its presiding power from the hearts of believers, and 

supplies its place with fantastic theories invented to make void the truths of 

the atonement, and destroy our confidence in the doctrines which we have 

held sacred since the third angel's message was first given. Thus he would 

rob us of our faith in the very message that has made us a separate people, 

and has given character and power to our work.” —Counsels to Writers and 

Editors, p. 53.     
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LESSON 7                                   Sabbath, February 13, 2021 

Priesthood of Three 
Sanctuaries 

And it is yet far more evident: for that after the similitude of Melchisedec 

there ariseth another priest. Hebrews 7:15 

OBJECTIVES 

 To discover a three-tiered priesthood in the Bible. 

 To identify the three orders of priests. 

 To locate the three sanctuaries of their service. 

THREE PRIESTHOODS. 

1. Does Inspiration reveal the service of multiple orders of 

priesthoods? Deuteronomy 18:1, 5; Genesis 14:18; Hebrews  7:1, 15 

 

 

 

 

“By divine direction the tribe of Levi was set apart for the service of the 

sanctuary. In the earliest times every man was the priest of his own 

household. In the days of Abraham, the priesthood was regarded as the 

birthright of the eldest son. Now, instead of the first-born of all Israel, the 

Lord accepted the tribe of Levi for the work of the sanctuary. . . . The 

priesthood, however, was restricted to the family of Aaron. Aaron and his 

sons alone were permitted to minister before the Lord; the rest of the tribe 

were entrusted with the charge of the tabernacle.” —The Faith I Live By, 

p. 195.   
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2. Seeing from question one the Levitical priethood and that of the 

order of Melchisedec, can we discern two priesthoods under that 

of Melchisedec? Hebrews 7:1, 2, 11-15 

 

 

 

IDENTITY OF PRIESTS 

3. Recognising already the Levitical priesthood with Aaron as its 

commencement, who was Melchisedec? Hebrews 7:1-3, 16, 17 

 

 

 

“Many persons will meet all inferior demands and dues, and leave to God 

only the last gleanings, if there be any. If not, his cause must wait till a 

more convenient season. Such was not the course pursued by Abraham. 

Upon his return from a successful military expedition, he was met by 

Melchizedek, "king of Salem, and priest of the most high God." This holy 

man blessed Abraham, in the name of the Lord, and the patriarch gave him 

tithes of all the spoils as a tribute of gratitude to the Ruler of nations.” 
—The Review and Herald, May 16, 1882. 

“It was Christ that spoke through Melchisedec, the priest of the most high 

God.” —The Review and Herald, February 18, 1890. 

4. If Melchisedec was not Christ, who only can fit into the category 

of a representative of the Father with an endless life? 

Hebrews 7:3, 4, 7, 8; John 14:25, 26; 15:26; 16:13 
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5. Who are the two intercessors who fit the eternal priesthood of the 

order of Melchisedec? Romans 8:26, 27, 34; Hebrews 7:24, 25 

 

 

 

“Thus in the language of one who has divine authority, Christ gives His 

elect church into the Father's arms. As a consecrated high priest He 

intercedes for His people. As a faithful shepherd He gathers His flock 

under the shadow of the Almighty, in the strong and sure refuge. For Him 

there waits the last battle with Satan, and He goes forth to meet it.” 
—The Desire of Ages, p. 680.    

“The Holy Spirit indites all genuine prayer. I have learned to know that in 

all my intercessions the Spirit intercedes for me and for all saints; but His 

intercessions are according to the will of God, never contrary to His will. 

"The Spirit also helpeth our infirmities"; and the Spirit, being God, 

knoweth the mind of God; therefore in every prayer of ours for the sick, or 

for other needs, the will of God is to be regarded. "For what man knoweth 

the things of a man, save the spirit of man which is in him? even so the 

things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God"” —Ye Shall Receive 

Power, p. 26. 

“The Spirit of God has much to do with acceptable prayer. He softens the 

heart; He enlightens the mind, enabling it to discern its own wants; He 

quickens our desires, causing us to hunger and thirst after righteousness; 

He intercedes in behalf of the sincere suppliant. "The Spirit also helpeth 

our infirmities: for we know not what we should pray for as we ought; but 

the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with groanings which cannot be 

uttered. And He that searcheth the heart knoweth what is the mind of the 

Spirit, because He maketh intercession for the saints according to the will 

of God."” —Manuscript Releases Vol. 8, p. 195. 

THREE PLACES OF INTERCESSION 

6. What was the place where the Levitical priesthood interceded? 

Hebrews 9:1-7 
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“The ministration of the earthly sanctuary consisted of two divisions: the 

priests ministered daily in the holy place, while once a year the high priest 

performed a special work of atonement in the most holy, for the cleansing 

of the sanctuary. Day by day the repentant sinner brought his offering to 

the door of the tabernacle, and, placing his hand upon the victim's head, 

confessed his sins, thus in figure transferring them to the innocent 

sacrifice. The animal was then slain, and the blood or the flesh was carried 

by the priest into the holy place. Thus the sin was, in figure, transferred to 

the sanctuary. Such was the work that went forward throughout the year. 

The continual transfer of sins to the sanctuary, rendered a further work of 

ministration necessary in order for their removal. On the tenth day of the 

seventh month the high priest entered the inner apartment, or most holy 

place, which he was forbidden, on pain of death, to enter at any other time. 

The cleansing of the sanctuary then performed completed the yearly round 

of service.” —The Spirit of Prophecy Vol. 4, p. 263. 

7. Where is the work of intercession by the Holy Spirit? 

2 Corinthians 3:3, 7, 8; Romans 8:27 

 

 

 

“We have only one channel of approach to God. Our prayers can come to 

Him through one name only--that of the Lord Jesus our Advocate. His 

Spirit must inspire our petitions. No strange fire was to be used in the 

censers that were waved before God in the sanctuary. So the Lord Himself 

must kindle in our hearts the burning desire, if our prayers are acceptable 

to Him. The Holy Spirit within must make intercessions for us, with 

groanings that cannot be uttered.” —Ye Shall Receive Power, p. 27.  

8. Where does Jesus intercede for the believers? Hebrews 9:11, 12, 

24 
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“Christ's priestly intercession is now going on in the sanctuary above in 

our behalf. But how few have a real understanding that our great High 

Priest presents before the Father His own blood, claiming for the sinner 

who receives Him as his personal Saviour all the graces which His 

covenant embraces as the reward of His sacrifice. This sacrifice made Him 

abundantly able to save to the uttermost all that come unto God by Him, 

seeing He liveth to make intercession for them.” –-S.D.A. Bible Commentary 

Vol. 7, p. 932. 

MEDITATION 

“I was also shown a sanctuary upon the earth containing two apartments. It 

resembled the one in heaven, and I was told that it was a figure of the 

heavenly. The furniture of the first apartment of the earthly sanctuary was 

like that in the first apartment of the heavenly. The veil was lifted, and I 

looked into the holy of holies and saw that the furniture was the same as in 

the most holy place of the heavenly sanctuary. The priest ministered in 

both apartments of the earthly. He went daily into the first apartment, but 

entered the most holy only once a year, to cleanse it from the sins which 

had been conveyed there. I saw that Jesus ministered in both apartments of 

the heavenly sanctuary. The priests entered into the earthly with the blood 

of an animal as an offering for sin. Christ entered into the heavenly 

sanctuary by the offering of His own blood. The earthly priests were 

removed by death; therefore they could not continue long; but Jesus was a 

priest forever. Through the sacrifices and offerings brought to the earthly 

sanctuary, the children of Israel were to lay hold of the merits of a Saviour 

to come. And in the wisdom of God the particulars of this work were given 

us that we might, by looking to them, understand the work of Jesus in the 

heavenly sanctuary.” —Early Writing, p. 252. 
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LESSON 8                                   Sabbath, February 20, 2021 

A Work of Complete 
Atonement 

For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of 

his Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by his life. 

Romans 5:10 

OBJECTIVES 

 To establish the work of atonement completed at the coss. 

 To realise that the work of atonement continued after the cross.  

 To identify the time of the finishing of the atonement.  

ATONEMENT, ITS MEANING 

1. How does Inspiration define the word “atonement”?  

Romans 5:8-11 

 

 

 

“Some who labor in word and doctrine have not a practical understanding 

of the law of God and its holy claims, or of the atonement of Christ.” 
—Testimonies for the Church Vol. 2, p. 512.   

“No one who believes in Jesus Christ is under bondage to the law of God; 

for His law is a law of life, not of death, to those who obey its precepts. All 

who comprehend the spirituality of the law, all who realize its power as a 

detector of sin, are in just as helpless a condition as is Satan himself, unless 

they accept the atonement provided for them in the remedial sacrifice of 

Jesus Christ, who is our atonement--at-one-ment with God.” —Manuscript 

Releases Vol. 8, p. 98.     
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2. Can we detect in this definition a wide-ranging work that involves 

more than one event? 2 Corinthians 5:17-21 

 

 

 

“The atonement of Christ is not a mere skillful way to have our sins 

pardoned; it is a divine remedy for the cure of transgression and the 

restoration of spiritual health. It is the Heaven-ordained means by which 

the righteousness of Christ may be not only upon us but in our hearts and 

characters.” —S.D.A. Bible Commentary Vol. 6, p. 1074.   

THAT ATONEMENT AT THE CROSS    

3. In the services of the Hebrew sanctuary, what was done when a 

sin was committed? Leviticus 4:32-35 

 

 

 

“The most important part of the daily ministration was the service 

performed in behalf of individuals. The repentant sinner brought his 

offering to the door of the tabernacle, and placing his hand upon the 

victim's head, confessed his sins, thus in figure transferring them from 

himself to the innocent sacrifice. By his own hand the animal was then 

slain, and the blood was carried by the priest into the holy place and 

sprinkled before the veil, behind which was the ark containing the law that 

the sinner had transgressed. By this ceremony the sin was, through the 

blood, transferred in figure to the sanctuary. In some cases the blood was 

not taken into the holy place; but the flesh was then to be eaten by the 

priest. . . . Both ceremonies alike symbolized the transfer of the sin from 

the penitent to the sanctuary.” —The Faith I Live By, p. 198. 

4. What was this act of atonement symbolic of? Hebrews 10:11, 12; 

Ephesians 5:2 
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“And the flowing of the blood from the victim would also signify an 

atonement. There was no virtue in the blood of animals; but the shedding 

of the blood of beasts was to point forward to a Redeemer who would one 

day come to the world and die for the sins of men. And thus Christ would 

fully vindicate His Father's law.” —Confrontation, p. 21. 

5. In terms of atonement as defined in questions one and two, did 

Jesus complete such an atonement at the cross? 

2 Corinthians 5:21 

 

 

 

“He who stilled the angry waves and walked the foam-capped billows, 

who made devils tremble and disease flee, who opened blind eyes and 

called forth the dead to life,--offers Himself upon the cross as a sacrifice, 

and this from love to thee. He, the Sin Bearer, endures the wrath of divine 

justice, and for thy sake becomes sin itself.” —The Desire of Ages, p. 755.   

“He [Christ] planted the cross between Heaven and earth, and when the 

Father beheld the sacrifice of His Son, He bowed before it in recognition 

of its perfection. "It is enough," He said. "The Atonement is complete."” 
—S.D.A. Bible Commentary Vol. 7, p. 459.  

FURTHER WORK OF ATONEMENT 

6. Having become completely one with the sinner at the cross, how 

did the typical service in the Hebrew sanctuary indicate a wider 

work of atonement? Leviticus 16:29-33 

 

 

 

“Such was the work that went on, day by day, throughout the year. The 

sins of Israel were thus transferred to the sanctuary, and a special work 

became necessary for their removal. God commanded that an atonement be 

made for each of the sacred apartments. "He shall make an atonement for 

the holy place, because of the uncleanness of the children of Israel, and 
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because of their transgressions in all their sins: and so shall he do for the 

tabernacle of the congregation, that remaineth among them in the midst of 

their uncleanness." An atonement was also to be made for the altar, to 

"cleanse it, and hallow it from the uncleanness of the children of Israel." 

Leviticus 16:16, 19. 

“Once a year, on the great Day of Atonement, the priest entered the most 

holy place for the cleansing of the sanctuary.” —The Great Controversy, 

pp. 418, 419. 

7. As Jesus became at one with the sinner at the cross, how is this 

at-one-ment applied to the sinner in His priestly work? 

2 Corinthians 5:21 (last half); Hebrews 9:11, 12 

 

 

 

 

“All true obedience comes from the heart. It was heart work with Christ. 

And if we consent, He will so identify Himself with our thoughts and aims, 

so blend our hearts and minds into conformity to His will, that when 

obeying Him we shall be but carrying out our own impulses. The will, 

refined and sanctified, will find its highest delight in doing His service. 

When we know God as it is our privilege to know Him, our life will be a 

life of continual obedience. Through an appreciation of the character of 

Christ, through communion with God, sin will become hateful to us.”  
—The Desire of Ages, p. 668. 

“By His perfect obedience He has made it possible for every human being 

to obey God's commandments. When we submit ourselves to Christ, the 

heart is united with His heart, the will is merged in His will, the mind 

becomes one with His mind, the thoughts are brought into captivity to 

Him; we live His life. This is what it means to be clothed with the garment 

of His righteousness. Then as the Lord looks upon us He sees, not the fig-

leaf garment, not the nakedness and deformity of sin, but His own robe of 

righteousness, which is perfect obedience to the law of Jehovah.”  
—The Faith I Live By, p. 113.     
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8. How was this atoning work of the priest in the cleansing of the 

Hebrew sanctuary fulfilled in the work of Jesus in the heavenly, 

and of the Holy Spirit in the body temple? Hebrews 9:13, 14;            

1 John 1:7, 9; John 16:7, 8, 13, 14 

 

 

 

 

“God's law reaches the feelings and motives, as well as the outward acts. It 

reveals the secrets of the heart, flashing light upon things before buried in 

darkness. God knows every thought, every purpose, every plan, every 

motive. The books of heaven record the sins that would have been 

committed had there been opportunity. God will bring every work into 

judgment, with every secret thing. By His law He measures the character 

of every man. As the artist transfers to the canvas the features of the face, 

so the features of each individual character are transferred to the books of 

heaven. God has a perfect photograph of every man's character, and this 

photograph He compares with His law. He reveals to man the defects that 

mar his life, and calls upon him to repent and turn from sin.” —S.D.A. Bible 

Commentary Vol. 5, p. 1085. 

9. When in time was this cleansing work of the heavenly and body 

temple to be completed? Daniel 8:14 

 

 

“As a people, we should be earnest students of prophecy; we should not 

rest until we become intelligent in regard to the subject of the sanctuary, 

which is brought out in the visions of Daniel and John. This subject sheds 

great light on our present position and work, and gives us unmistakable 

proof that God has led us in our past experience. It explains our 

disappointment in 1844, showing us that the sanctuary to be cleansed was 

not the earth, as we had supposed, but that Christ then entered into the 

most holy apartment of the heavenly sanctuary, and is there performing the 

closing work of His priestly office, in fulfillment of the words of the angel 
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to the prophet Daniel, "Unto two thousand and three hundred days; then 

shall the sanctuary be cleansed."” —Evangelism, p. 222.   

MEDITATION 

“The infinite value of the sacrifice required for our redemption reveals the 

fact that sin is a tremendous evil. Through sin the whole human organism 

is deranged, the mind is perverted, the imagination corrupted. Sin has 

degraded the faculties of the soul. Temptations from without find an 

answering chord within the heart, and the feet turn imperceptibly toward 

evil.  

“As the sacrifice in our behalf was complete, so our restoration from the 

defilement of sin is to be complete. No act of wickedness will the law of 

God excuse; no unrighteousness can escape its condemnation. The ethics 

of the gospel acknowledge no standard but the perfection of the divine 

character. The life of Christ was a perfect fulfillment of every precept of 

the law. He said, "I have kept My Father's commandments." His life is our 

example of obedience and service. God alone can renew the heart. "It is 

God which worketh in you both to will and to do of His good pleasure." 

But we are bidden, "Work out your own salvation."” —The Ministry of 

Healing, p. 451.  
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LESSON 9                                   Sabbath, February 27, 2021 

First Apartment Detail 

And another angel came and stood at the alter, having a golden censer; 

and there was given unto him much incense, that he should offer it with 

the prayers of all saints upon the golden altar which was before the 

throne. Revelation 8:3 

OBJECTIVES 

 To appreciate the believer’s privilege to enter with Christ by faith 

into the heavenly sanctuary activity. 

 To examine the position of the Godhead in the first appartment. 

 To study the work of atonement in the first appartment of the 

sanctuary. 

FIRST APARTMENT FURNITURE 

1. Upon entering through the veil into the first apartment, what 

furnishings meet the eye? Hebrews 9:2; Exodus 30:27, 31:8.  

Can these be found in the heavenly temple also? Revelation 1:12, 

13; 8:3 

 

 

 

 

“I was then bidden to take notice of the two apartments of the heavenly 

sanctuary. The curtain, or door, was opened, and I was permitted to enter. 

In the first apartment I saw the candlestick with seven lamps, the table of 

shewbread, the altar of incense, and the censer. All the furniture of this 

apartment looked like purest gold and reflected the image of the one who 

entered the place.  
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“I was also shown a sanctuary upon the earth containing two apartments. It 

resembled the one in heaven, and I was told that it was a figure of the 

heavenly. The furniture of the first apartment of the earthly sanctuary was 

like that in the first apartment of the heavenly.” —Early Writings, pp. 251, 252. 

2. What in reality were these three items? Exodus 25:23-25; 30:1, 3; 

Ezekiel 10:1, 2; Revelation 4:5 

 

 

 

 

“And I saw the Father rise from the throne, and in a flaming Chariot go 

into the Holy of Holies, within the veil, and did sit. There I saw thrones 

that I had never seen before. Then Jesus rose up from the throne, and the 

most of those who were bowed down arose with Him; and I did not see one 

ray of light pass from Jesus to the careless multitude after he arose, and 

they were left in perfect darkness.” —Broadside1, April 6, 1846 (To the Little 

Remnant Scattered Abroad).  

3. Observing that the Father and Jesus had a throne in the first 

apartment, and the Holy Spirit in the seven lamps, can we see the 

activities of the Godhead there? Zechariah 4:2-6, 11-14; 

Ephesians 1:3, 20, 3:10 

 

 

 

 

“In the offering of incense the priest was brought more directly into the 

presence of God than in any other act of the daily ministration. As the 

inner veil of the sanctuary did not extend to the top of the building, the 

glory of God, which was manifested above the mercy seat, was partially 

visible from the first apartment. When the priest offered incense before the 

Lord, he looked toward the ark; and as the cloud of incense arose, the 

divine glory descended upon the mercy seat and filled the most holy place, 
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and often so filled both apartments that the priest was obliged to retire to 

the door of the tabernacle. As in that typical service the priest looked by 

faith to the mercy seat which he could not see, so the people of God are 

now to direct their prayers to Christ, their great High Priest, who, unseen 

by human vision, is pleading in their behalf in the sanctuary above.   

“The incense, ascending with the prayers of Israel, represents the merits 

and intercession of Christ, His perfect righteousness, which through faith is 

imputed to His people, and which can alone make the worship of sinful 

beings acceptable to God. Before the veil of the most holy place was an 

altar of perpetual intercession, before the holy, an altar of continual 

atonement. By blood and by incense God was to be approached--symbols 

pointing to the great Mediator, through whom sinners may approach 

Jehovah, and through whom alone mercy and salvation can be granted to 

the repentant, believing soul.” —Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 353.     

WORK OF ATONEMENT 

4. How did the priest officiate with the sin sacrifice in the first 

apartment, and how was this fulfilled by Christ? Leviticus 4:5-7; 

Hebrews 9:11, 12 

 

 

 

 

“The ministration of the priest throughout the year in the first apartment of 

the sanctuary, "within the veil" which formed the door and separated the 

holy place from the outer court, represents the work of ministration upon 

which Christ entered at His ascension. It was the work of the priest in the 

daily ministration to present before God the blood of the sin offering, also 

the incense which ascended with the prayers of Israel. So did Christ plead 

His blood before the Father in behalf of sinners, and present before Him 

also, with the precious fragrance of His own righteousness, the prayers of 

penitent believers. Such was the work of ministration in the first apartment 

of the sanctuary in heaven.     
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“Thither the faith of Christ's disciples followed Him as He ascended from 

their sight. Here their hopes centered, "which hope we have," said Paul, "as 

an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast, and which entereth into that 

within the veil; whither the forerunner is for us entered, even Jesus, made 

an high priest forever." "Neither by the blood of goats and calves, but by 

His own blood He entered in once into the holy place, having obtained 

eternal redemption for us."” —The Great Controversy, pp. 420, 421.   

5. What other activities were performed by the priest in the first 

apartment depicting Christ’s work in the heavenly? 

Leviticus 24:4, 5-8; Revelation 1:12, 13 

 

 

 

 

“Christ "loved the church, and gave himself for it." Ephesians 5:25. It is 

the purchase of His blood. The divine Son of God is seen walking amid the 

seven golden candlesticks. Jesus Himself supplies the oil to these burning 

lamps. He it is that kindles the flame. "In him was life; and the life was the 

light of men." John 1:4. No candlestick, no church, shines of itself. From 

Christ emanates all its light. . . . The Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are 

the light thereof.” —The Faith I Live By, p. 280. 

“The showbread was kept ever before the Lord as a perpetual offering. 

Thus it was a part of the daily sacrifice. It was called showbread, or "bread 

of the presence," because it was ever before the face of the Lord. It was an 

acknowledgment of man's dependence upon God for both temporal and 

spiritual food, and that it is received only through the mediation of Christ. 

God had fed Israel in the wilderness with bread from heaven, and they 

were still dependent upon His bounty, both for temporal food and spiritual 

blessings. Both the manna and the showbread pointed to Christ, the living 

Bread, who is ever in the presence of God for us. He Himself said, "I am 

the living Bread which came down from heaven." John 6:48-51. 

Frankincense was placed upon the loaves. When the bread was removed 

every Sabbath, to be replaced by fresh loaves, the frankincense was burned 

upon the altar as a memorial before God.” —Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 354. 
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6. What is the wonderful depiction of Christ’s ministry at the altar 

of incense typified by the priest in the earthly sanctuary? 

Exodus 30:7-9; Revelation 8:3, 4 

 

 

 

 

“Christ has pledged Himself to be our substitute and surety, and He 

neglects no one. There is an inexhaustible fund of perfect obedience 

accruing from His obedience. In heaven His merits, His self-denial and 

self-sacrifice, are treasured up as incense to be offered up with the prayers 

of His people. As the sinner's sincere, humble prayers ascend to the throne 

of God, Christ mingles with them the merits of His life of perfect 

obedience. Our prayers are made fragrant by this incense.” —In Heavenly 

Places, p. 69. 

“The religious services, the prayers, the praise, the penitent confession of 

sin ascend from true believers as incense to the heavenly sanctuary; but 

passing through the corrupt channels of humanity, they are so defiled that 

unless purified by blood, they can never be of value with God. They 

ascend not in spotless purity, and unless the Intercessor who is at God's 

right hand presents and purifies all by His righteousness, it is not 

acceptable to God. All incense from earthly tabernacles must be moist with 

the cleansing drops of the blood of Christ. He holds before the Father the 

censer of His own merits, in which there is no taint of earthly corruption. 

He gathers into this censer the prayers, the praise, and the confessions of 

His people, and with these He puts His own spotless righteousness. Then, 

perfumed with the merits of Christ's propitiation, the incense comes up 

before God wholly and entirely acceptable.” —That I May Know Him, p. 75. 

7. In terms of Christ’s atonement with us, how does the candlestick 

and shewbread depict this? Matthew 5:14; John 8:12, 6:48, 50;    

1 Corinthians 10:16, 17  
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“Our Lord designed that His church should reflect to the world the fullness 

and sufficiency that we find in Him. We are constantly receiving of God's 

bounty, and by imparting of the same we are to represent to the world the 

love and beneficence of Christ. While all heaven is astir, dispatching 

messengers to every part of the earth to carry forward the work of 

redemption, the church of the living God are also to be colaborers with 

Christ. We are members of His mystical body. He is the head, controlling 

all the members of the body. Jesus Himself, in His infinite mercy, is 

working on human hearts, effecting spiritual transformations so amazing 

that angels look on with astonishment and joy. The same unselfish love 

that characterizes the Master is seen in the character and life of His true 

followers. Christ expects that men will become partakers of His divine 

nature while in this world, thus not only reflecting His glory to the praise 

of God, but illumining the darkness of the world with the radiance of 

heaven. Thus will be fulfilled the words of Christ: "Ye are the light of the 

world."” —Lift Him Up, p. 289.  

8. Does the work at the altar of incense also depict atonement with 

us? 1 Peter 2:5 

 

 

“Christ is the connecting link between God and man. He has promised His 

personal intercession by employing His name. He places the whole virtue 

of His righteousness on the side of the suppliant. Christ pleads for man, 

and man, in need of divine help, pleads for himself in the presence of God, 

using the power of the influence of the One who gave His life for the 

world. As we acknowledge before God our appreciation of Christ's merits, 

fragrance is given to our intercessions. Oh, who can value this great mercy 

and love! As we approach God through the virtue of Christ's merits, we are 

clothed with His priestly vestments. He places us close by His side, 

encircling us with His human arm, while with His divine arm He grasps 

the throne of the Infinite. He puts His merits, as sweet incense, in a censer 

in our hands, in order to encourage our petitions. He promises to hear and 

answer our supplications.” —S.D.A. Bible Commentary Vol 6, p. 1078.   
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LESSON 10                                        Sabbath, March 6, 2021 

Second Apartment Cleansing 

I, even I, am he that blotteth out thy transgressions for mine own sake, 

and will not remember thy sins. Isaiah 43:25 

OBJECTIVES 

 To appreciate God’s promise of personal cleansing from sin. 

 To examine the second apartment and its yearly ministration.  

 To study God’s method of cleansing of the sanctuary. 

ASSURANCE OF CLEANSING 

1. How does God comfort the sinner who is made aware of all his 

transgressions and character dross? Isaiah 1:25; 43:25 

 

 

 

 

“We come unto God in the name of Jesus by special invitation, and he 

welcomes us to his audience chamber, and imparts to the humble and 

contrite heart that faith in Christ by which he is justified, and Jesus blots 

out as a thick cloud his transgressions by the bright sunshine of his love, 

and the comforted heart exclaims, "O Lord, I will praise thee: though thou 

wast angry with me, thine anger is turned away, and thou comfortedst me." 

[Isaiah 12:1.] He will understand in experience the words of Paul, "With 

the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession 

is made unto salvation." [Romans 10:10.] He then becomes a sanctified 

agent that God can employ to work out his noble purposes. He then 

represents Christ, holding forth to the world his mercy and love. He has a 

testimony that he is desirous that others should hear, and in the language of 
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the psalmist, he says, "Bless the Lord, O my soul: and all that is within me, 

bless his holy name. Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his 

benefits: who forgiveth all thine iniquities; who healeth all thy diseases; 

who redeemeth thy life from destruction; who crowneth thee with 

lovingkindness and tender mercy."” —Christian Education, p. 128.   

2. In which way only can this assurance be realised? 1 John 1:7-9; 

2:1, 2; Jeremiah 3:12, 13 

 

 

 

 

“Repentance is associated with faith, and is urged in the gospel as essential 

to salvation. Paul preached repentance. He said, "I kept back nothing that 

was profitable unto you, but have shewed you, and have taught you 

publickly, and from house to house, testifying both to the Jews and also to 

the Greeks, repentance toward God, and faith toward our Lord Jesus 

Christ" (Acts 20:20, 21). There is no salvation without repentance. No 

impenitent sinner can believe with his heart unto righteousness. 

Repentance is described by Paul as a godly sorrow for sin, that "worketh 

repentance to salvation not to be repented of" (2 Corinthians 7:10). This 

repentance has in it nothing of the nature of merit, but it prepares the heart 

for the acceptance of Christ as the only Saviour, the only hope of the lost 

sinner.” —Selected Messages Book 1, p. 365.   

THE SANCTUARY VERIFICATION 

3. Does the sanctuary service convey the reality of questions one and 

two? Leviticus 4:4-7; Hebrews 9:22 

 

 

“The most important part of the daily ministration was the service 

performed in behalf of individuals. The repentant sinner brought his 

offering to the door of the tabernacle, and placing his hand upon the 

victim's head, confessed his sins, thus in figure transferring them from 
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himself to the innocent sacrifice. By his own hand the animal was then 

slain, and the blood was carried by the priest into the holy place and 

sprinkled before the veil, behind which was the ark containing the law that 

the sinner had transgressed. By this ceremony the sin was, through the 

blood, transferred in figure to the sanctuary. In some cases the blood was 

not taken into the holy place; but the flesh was then to be eaten by the 

priest. . . . Both ceremonies alike symbolized the transfer of the sin from 

the penitent to the sanctuary.” —The Faith I Live By, p. 198. 

4. Are all the sins of believers removed from them to the heavenly 

sanctuary? Deuteronomy 32:32-34; Hosea 7:2 

 

 

 

“God knows every thought, every purpose, every plan, every motive. . . . 

As the artist transfers to the canvas the features of the face, so the features 

of each individual character are transferred to the books of heaven. God 

has a perfect photograph of every man's character.” —My Life Today, p. 291.  

CLEANSING THE HEAVENLY  

5. What happened once every year with the accumulated sprinkling 

of sin-stained blood in the Hebrew sanctuary?  

Leviticus 16:9, 15-19 

 

 

“Such was the work that went on, day by day, throughout the year. The 

sins of Israel were thus transferred to the sanctuary, and a special work 

became necessary for their removal. God commanded that an atonement be 

made for each of the sacred apartments. "He shall make an atonement for 

the holy place, because of the uncleanness of the children of Israel, and 

because of their transgressions in all their sins: and so shall he do for the 

tabernacle of the congregation, that remaineth among them in the midst of 

their uncleanness." An atonement was also to be made for the altar, to 

"cleanse it, and hallow it from the uncleanness of the children of Israel."” 
—The Great Controversy, p. 418.   
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6. Does Scripture verify that the heavenly sanctuary also requires 

cleansing? Daniel 8:14; Hebrews 9:22-24 

 

 

 

“As anciently the sins of the people were by faith placed upon the sin 

offering and through its blood transferred, in figure, to the earthly 

sanctuary, so in the new covenant the sins of the repentant are by faith 

placed upon Christ and transferred, in fact, to the heavenly sanctuary. And 

as the typical cleansing of the earthly was accomplished by the removal of 

the sins by which it had been polluted, so the actual cleansing of the 

heavenly is to be accomplished by the removal, or blotting out, of the sins 

which are there recorded. But before this can be accomplished, there must 

be an examination of the books of record to determine who, through 

repentance of sin and faith in Christ, are entitled to the benefits of His 

atonement. The cleansing of the sanctuary therefore involves a work of 

investigation--a work of judgment. This work must be performed prior to 

the coming of Christ to redeem His people; for when He comes, His 

reward is with Him to give to every man according to his works.”  
—The Great Controversy, p. 421.   

UNDERSTANDING THE CLEANSING 

7. In terms of sins on the altar that need cleansing, how is our 

personal cleansing equated with the heavenly cleansing? 

Jeremiah 17:1 

 

“The infinite value of the sacrifice required for our redemption reveals the 

fact that sin is a tremendous evil. Through sin the whole human organism 

is deranged, the mind is perverted, the imagination corrupted. Sin has 

degraded the faculties of the soul. Temptations from without find an 

answering chord within the heart, and the feet turn imperceptibly toward 

evil.    

“As the sacrifice in our behalf was complete, so our restoration from the 

defilement of sin is to be complete. There is no act of wickedness that the 
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law will excuse; there is no unrighteousness that will escape its 

condemnation. The life of Christ was a perfect fulfillment of every precept 

of the law. He said; "I have kept My Father's commandments." John 15:10. 

His life is our standard of obedience and service.    

“God alone can renew the heart. "It is God who worketh in you both to will 

and to work, for His good pleasure." But we are bidden: "Work out your 

own salvation."” —Testimonies for the Church Vol. 8, p. 312.   

8. To complete the final restoration in us, how are we to cooperate 

with the work of Christ in us and in the sanctuary above? 

Philippians 2:12, 13 

 

 

 

“God's law reaches the feelings and motives, as well as the outward acts. It 

reveals the secrets of the heart, flashing light upon things before buried in 

darkness. God knows every thought, every purpose, every plan, every 

motive. The books of heaven record the sins that would have been 

committed had there been opportunity. God will bring every work into 

judgment, with every secret thing. By His law He measures the character 

of every man. As the artist transfers to the canvas the features of the face, 

so the features of each individual character are transferred to the books of 

heaven. God has a perfect photograph of every man's character, and this 

photograph He compares with His law. He reveals to man the defects that 

mar his life, and calls upon him to repent and turn from sin.” —S.D.A. Bible 

Commentary Vol.5, p. 1085. 

MEDITATION 

“We are now living in the great day of atonement. In the typical service, 

while the high priest was making the atonement for Israel, all were 

required to afflict their souls by repentance of sin and humiliation before 

the Lord, lest they be cut off from among the people. In like manner, all 

who would have their names retained in the book of life should now, in the 

few remaining days of their probation, afflict their souls before God by 

sorrow for sin and true repentance. There must be deep, faithful searching 

of heart. The light, frivolous spirit indulged by so many professed 
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Christians must be put away. There is earnest warfare before all who 

would subdue the evil tendencies that strive for the mastery. The work of 

preparation is an individual work. We are not saved in groups. The purity 

and devotion of one will not offset the want of these qualities in another. 

Though all nations are to pass in judgment before God, yet He will 

examine the case of each individual with as close and searching scrutiny as 

if there were not another being upon the earth. Everyone must be tested 

and found without spot or wrinkle or any such thing.     

“Solemn are the scenes connected with the closing work of the atonement. 

Momentous are the interests involved therein. The judgment is now 

passing in the sanctuary above. For many years this work has been in 

progress. Soon--none know how soon--it will pass to the cases of the 

living. In the awful presence of God our lives are to come up in review. At 

this time above all others it behooves every soul to heed the Saviour's 

admonition: "Watch and pray: for ye know not when the time is." Mark 

13:33. "If therefore thou shalt not watch, I will come on thee as a thief, and 

thou shalt not know what hour I will come upon thee."” —The Great 

Controversy, pp. 489, 490. 
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LESSON 11                                      Sabbath, March 13, 2021 

Measure the Temple 

And there was given me a reed like unto a rod; and the angel stood 

saying, Rise, and measure the temple of God, and the altar, and them that 

worship therein. Revelation 11:1  

OBJECTIVES 

 To research more deeply the activity of atonement. 

 To discover the meaning of measuring the temple and the 

worshipers. 

 To appreciate the full benefit of the antitypical day of atonement 

therein. 

CONCLUDING ACTIVITY OF ATONEMENT 

1. What do the words of Jesus tell us regarding His work beyond 

His death and resurrection? Luke 24:44-47; John 5:39 

 

 

 

2. As the law of Moses embraced the cleansing of the sanctuary on 

the day of atonement, already covered in lesson ten, is the 

atonement of Jesus with the believing sinner further magnified in 

this second apartment ministry? Hebrews 2:16-18; 5:7-10 
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“In Christ were united the divine and the human--the Creator and the 

creature. The nature of God, whose law had been transgressed, and the 

nature of Adam, the transgressor, meet in Jesus--the Son of God, and the 

Son of man. And having with His own blood paid the price of redemption, 

having passed through man's experience, having in man's behalf met and 

conquered temptation, having, though Himself sinless, borne the shame 

and guilt and burden of sin, He becomes man's Advocate and Intercessor. 

What an assurance here to the tempted and struggling soul, what an 

assurance to the witnessing universe, that Christ will be "a merciful and 

faithful high priest"” —S.D.A. Bible Commentary Vol. 7, p. 926. 

3. How is this union of God with man depicted in the book of 

Ezekiel? Ezekiel 43:8; Ephesians 2:14 

 

 

 

“God commanded Moses for Israel, "Let them make Me a sanctuary; that I 

may dwell among them" (Exodus 25:8), and He abode in the sanctuary, in 

the midst of His people. Through all their weary wandering in the desert, 

the symbol of His presence was with them. So Christ set up His tabernacle 

in the midst of our human encampment. He pitched His tent by the side of 

the tents of men, that He might dwell among us, and make us familiar with 

His divine character and life. "The Word became flesh, and tabernacled 

among us (and we beheld His glory, glory as of the Only Begotten from 

the Father), full of grace and truth."” —The Desire of Ages, p. 23.    

MEASURING UP TO THE PATTERN 

4. Having seen how the sins of men had defiled the temple, even 

caused the death of Christ, can we comprehend the words of 

Ezekiel 43:7? What was required? Ezekiel 43:8 (last half), 9; 

Hebrews 9:26 
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“What are we doing for Jesus? Are we cooperating with him in his great 

work above? Are we using every jot of influence we have to cleanse the 

temple of God from defilement?” —The Review and Herald, January 21, 1890.  

5. Did God give direction as to the manner by which the believer’s 

iniquities were to be put away, cleansed? Ezekiel 43:10; 

Ephesians 4:13 

 

 

 

“We are to copy no human being. There is no human being wise enough to 

be our criterion. We are to look to the man Christ Jesus, who is complete in 

the perfection of righteousness and holiness. He is the author and finisher 

of our faith. He is the pattern man. His experience is the measure of the 

experience that we are to gain. His character is our model. Let us, then, 

take our minds off the perplexities and the difficulties of this life and fix 

them on Him, that by beholding we may be changed into His likeness.”  
—In Heavenly Places, p. 166.   

“When we submit ourselves to Christ, the heart is united with His heart, 

the will is merged in His will, the mind becomes one with His mind, the 

thoughts are brought into captivity to Him; we live His life. This is what it 

means to be clothed with the garment of His righteousness. Then as the 

Lord looks upon us He sees, not the fig-leaf garment, not the nakedness 

and deformity of sin, but His own robe of righteousness, which is perfect 

obedience to the law of Jehovah.” 

“He who becomes a partaker of the divine nature will be in harmony with 

God's great standard of righteousness, His holy law. This is the rule by 

which God measures the actions of men. This will be the test of character 

in the judgment.” —Christ’s Object Lessons, pp. 311, 314. 

6. What importance does God place upon the entire study of the 

sanctuary in this matter? Ezekiel 43:11 
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“All who have received the light upon these subjects are to bear testimony 

of the great truths which God has committed to them. The sanctuary in 

heaven is the very center of Christ's work in behalf of men. It concerns 

every soul living upon the earth. It opens to view the plan of redemption, 

bringing us down to the very close of time and revealing the triumphant 

issue of the contest between righteousness and sin. It is of the utmost 

importance that all should thoroughly investigate these subjects and be 

able to give an answer to everyone that asketh them a reason of the hope 

that is in them.” —The Great Controversy, p. 488. 

WE ARE BEING MEASURED 

7. Where else in Scripture are the words in Ezekiel 43 replicated? 

Revelation 11:1 

 

 

“Every case is coming in review before God; He is measuring the temple 

and the worshipers therein.” —Testimonies for the Church Vol. 7, p. 219.  

8. How else does Inspiration describe the process of being 

measured? Daniel 7:9, 10; 2 Corinthians 5:10; 1 Peter 4:17 

 

 

 

 

“The grand judgment is taking place, and has been going on for some time. 

Now the Lord says, Measure the temple and the worshipers thereof. 

Remember when you are walking the streets about your business, God is 

measuring you; when you are attending your household duties, when you 

engage in conversation, God is measuring you. Remember that your words 

and actions are being daguerreotyped [photographed] in the books of 

heaven, as the face is reproduced by the artist on the polished plate. . . .   

“Here is the work going on, measuring the temple and its worshipers to see 

who will stand in the last day. Those who stand fast shall have an abundant 

entrance into the kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. When we 
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are doing our work remember there is One that is watching the spirit in 

which we are doing it. Shall we not bring the Saviour into our everyday 

lives, into our secular work and domestic duties? Then in the name of God 

we want to leave behind everything that is not necessary, all gossiping or 

unprofitable visiting, and present ourselves as servants of the living God.” 
—S.D.A. Bible Commentary Vol. 7, p. 972.   

9. What is the benefit we must remember depicted in the typical 

service of the day of atonement? Leviticus 16:9, 15; 

Hebrews 10:11-14 

 

 

 

“In the courts above, Christ is pleading for His church--pleading for those 

for whom He has paid the redemption price of His blood. Centuries, ages, 

can never lessen the efficacy of His atoning sacrifice. Neither life nor 

death, height nor depth, can separate us from the love of God which is in 

Christ Jesus; not because we hold Him so firmly, but because He holds us 

so fast. If our salvation depended on our own efforts, we could not be 

saved; but it depends on the One who is behind all the promises. Our grasp 

on Him may seem feeble, but His love is that of an elder brother; so long 

as we maintain our union with Him, no one can pluck us out of His hand.” 
—The Acts of the Apostles, p. 552. 

“Those who by faith followed their great High Priest as He entered upon 

His ministry in the Most Holy Place beheld the ark of His testament. As 

they had studied the subject of the sanctuary they had come to understand 

the Saviour's change of ministration, and they saw that He was now 

officiating before the ark of God, pleading His blood in behalf of sinners.” 
—Lift Him Up, p. 136. 

MEDITATION 

“This is the great day of atonement, and our Advocate is standing before 

the Father, pleading as our intercessor. In place of wrapping about us the 

garments of self-righteousness, we should be found daily humbling 

ourselves before God, confessing our own individual sins, seeking the 

pardon of our transgressions, and cooperating with Christ in the work of 
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preparing our souls to reflect the divine image. Unless we enter the 

sanctuary above, and unite with Christ in working out our own salvation 

with fear and trembling, we shall be weighed in the balances of the 

sanctuary, and shall be pronounced wanting.” —S.D.A. Bible Commentary 

Vol. 7, p. 933. 
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LESSON 12                                      Sabbath, March 20, 2021 

Historic Timing of 
Sanctuary Activity 

But this man, after he had offered one sacrifice for sins forever, sat down 

on the right hand of God.  Hebrews 10:12 

OBJECTIVES 

 To identify the historic moment of the slaying of the lamb sin-

offering.  

 To recognise the historic event that marked the commencement of 

Christ’s ministry in the first apartment of the heavenly sanctuary. 

 To discern the time of Christ’s move into the second apartment 

ministry. 

 To locate the event that marks the closing of Christ’s atoning 

work. 

THE LAMB SLAIN 

1. Is there given a time prophecy that marks the moment of the 

cessation of the animal sin offering and the true sacrifice of 

Christ, the Lamb of God? Daniel 9:24-27; Mark 15:37, 38 

 

 

 

“All is terror and confusion. The priest is about to plunge his knife to the 

heart of the victim, but the knife drops from his nerveless hand, and the 

lamb, no longer fettered, escapes. At the moment that the expiring Saviour 

exclaimed, "It is finished," an unseen hand rent the veil of the Temple from 

the top to the bottom. Thus God said, "I can no longer reveal My presence 

in the Most Holy Place." Type had met antitype in the death of God's Son. 
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The Lamb of God, slain from the foundation of the world, is dead.”  
—Manuscript Releases Vol. 12, p. 416. 

CHRIST’S PRIESTHOOD FOLLOWS  

2. What followed the slaying of the sin sacrifice in the typical 

service, and therefore what was to take place after Christ’s 

death? Leviticus 4:15-18; Hebrews 10:11, 12; 9:11, 12 

 

 

 

 

“All is terror and confusion. The priest is about to slay the victim; but the 

knife drops from his nerveless hand, and the lamb escapes. Type has met 

antitype in the death of God's Son. The great sacrifice has been made. The 

way into the holiest is laid open. A new and living way is prepared for all. 

No longer need sinful, sorrowing humanity await the coming of the high 

priest. Henceforth the Saviour was to officiate as priest and advocate in the 

heaven of heavens. It was as if a living voice had spoken to the worshipers: 

There is now an end to all sacrifices and offerings for sin. The Son of God 

is come according to His word, "Lo, I come (in the volume of the Book it 

is written of Me,) to do Thy will, O God." "By His own blood" He entereth 

"in once into the holy place, having obtained eternal redemption for us."” 
—The Desire of Ages, p. 757.   

3. How did Jesus indicate the commencement of His priestly work 

in the heavenly sanctuary, and how was this event foreshadowed 

in the typical service? Leviticus 24:1-4; John 14:16, 17, 26;  

Acts 1:4, 5; Zechariah 4:2-6 
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4. Does Inspiration clearly verify that the tongues of fire descending 

upon the disciples’ heads on the day of Pentecost was the 

inauguration of Christ’s work in the heavenly sanctuary, His 

attendance to the candlestick there? Revelation 1:12, 13; 

Acts 2:1-4 

 

 

 

“The time had now come. The Spirit had been waiting for the crucifixion, 

resurrection, and ascension of Christ. For ten days the disciples offered 

their petitions for the outpouring of the Spirit, and Christ in heaven added 

His intercession. This was the occasion of His ascension and inauguration, 

a jubilee in heaven. He had ascended on high, leading captivity captive, 

and He now claimed the gift of the Spirit, that He might pour it out upon 

His disciples.” —S.D.A. Bible Commentary Vol. 6, p. 1055.  

“The Pentecostal outpouring was Heaven's communication that the 

Redeemer's inauguration was accomplished. According to His promise He 

had sent the Holy Spirit from heaven to His followers, as a token that He 

had, as Priest and King, received all authority in heaven and on earth, and 

was the Anointed One over His people.” —God’s Amazing Grace, p. 193.  

AFTER EIGHTEEN CENTURIES 

5. Where and for how long were true believers in the priestly work 

of Jesus entering by faith? Hebrews 10:19-23 

 

 

 

“After His ascension our Saviour began His work as our high priest. Says 

Paul: "Christ is not entered into the holy places made with hands, which 

are the figures of the true; but into heaven itself, now to appear in the 

presence of God for us."   

“Thither the faith of Christ's disciples followed Him as He ascended from 

their sight. Here their hopes centered, "which hope we have," said Paul, "as 
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an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast, and which entereth into that 

within the veil; whither the forerunner is for us entered, even Jesus, made 

an high priest forever." "Neither by the blood of goats and calves, but by 

His own blood He entered in once into the holy place, having obtained 

eternal redemption for us."  

“For eighteen centuries this work of ministration continued in the first 

apartment of the sanctuary.” —The Great Controversy, pp. 420, 421. 

6. As in the typical service the high priest went into the second 

apartment once a year to cleanse the sanctuary, when in history 

did Jesus fulfil this part of the law of Moses?  

Daniel 8:14; 7:9, 10, 13; Revelation 3:7 

 

 

 

“For eighteen centuries this work of ministration continued in the first 

apartment of the sanctuary. The blood of Christ, pleaded in behalf of 

penitent believers, secured their pardon and acceptance with the Father, yet 

their sins still remained upon the books of record. As in the typical service 

there was a work of atonement at the close of the year, so before Christ's 

work for the redemption of men is completed there is a work of atonement 

for the removal of sin from the sanctuary. This is the service which began 

when the 2300 days ended. At that time, as foretold by Daniel the prophet, 

our High Priest entered the most holy, to perform the last division of His 

solemn work--to cleanse the sanctuary.”    

“Thus those who followed in the light of the prophetic word saw that, 

instead of coming to the earth at the termination of the 2300 days in 1844, 

Christ then entered the most holy place of the heavenly sanctuary to 

perform the closing work of atonement preparatory to His coming.”   

“At the time appointed for the judgment--the close of the 2300 days, in 

1844--began the work of investigation and blotting out of sins. All who 

have ever taken upon themselves the name of Christ must pass its 

searching scrutiny. Both the living and the dead are to be judged "out of 

those things which were written in the books, according to their works."” 
—The Great Controversy, pp. 421, 422, 486.    
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7. Is there an event pointed out in prophecy which marks the 

termination of the work of Jesus in the second apartment? 

Daniel 11:45; 12:1 

 

 

 

“When the third angel's message closes, mercy no longer pleads for the 

guilty inhabitants of the earth. The people of God have accomplished their 

work. . . . The final test has been brought upon the world, and all who have 

proved themselves loyal to the divine precepts have received "the seal of 

the living God." Then Jesus ceases His intercession in the sanctuary above. 

He lifts His hands, and with a loud voice says, "It is done."” —The Faith 

I Live By, p. 339.    

MEDITATION 

“Says the prophet: "Who may abide the day of His coming? and who shall 

stand when He appeareth? for He is like a refiner's fire, and like fullers' 

soap: and He shall sit as a refiner and purifier of silver: and He shall purify 

the sons of Levi, and purge them as gold and silver, that they may offer 

unto the Lord an offering in righteousness." Malachi 3:2, 3. Those who are 

living upon the earth when the intercession of Christ shall cease in the 

sanctuary above are to stand in the sight of a holy God without a mediator. 

Their robes must be spotless, their characters must be purified from sin by 

the blood of sprinkling. Through the grace of God and their own diligent 

effort they must be conquerors in the battle with evil. While the 

investigative judgment is going forward in heaven, while the sins of 

penitent believers are being removed from the sanctuary, there is to be a 

special work of purification, of putting away of sin, among God's people 

upon earth. This work is more clearly presented in the messages of 

Revelation 14.” —The Great Controversy, p. 425. 

 

  



First Half, Year 2021 67 

LESSON 13                                      Sabbath, March 27, 2021 

Scapegoat Conclusion 

I beheld, and, lo, the fruitful place was a wilderness, and all the cities 

thereof were broken down at the presence of the LORD, and by his fierce 

anger.  Jeremiah 4:26 

OBJECTIVES 

 To consider the very final act of the high priest on the day of 

atonement. 

 To see how this is fulfilled by Jesus, our High Priest. 

 To let Scripture clarify the scapegoat/Satan conundrum. 

FINAL HIGH PRIESTLY ACT 

1. In reference to the words of Jesus in Luke 24:44, which act of the 

high priest in the sanctuary service have we not yet considered? 

Leviticus 16:20-23 i.e. vv. 7-10 

 

 

 

“On the Day of Atonement the high priest, having taken an offering from 

the congregation, went into the most holy place with the blood of this 

offering, and sprinkled it upon the mercy seat, directly over the law, to 

make satisfaction for its claims. Then, in his character of mediator, he took 

the sins upon himself and bore them from the sanctuary. Placing his hands 

upon the head of the scapegoat, he confessed over him all these sins, thus 

in figure transferring them from himself to the goat. The goat then bore 

them away, and they were regarded as forever separated from the people.” 
—The Great Controversy, p. 420. 
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2. How was the typical service described in question one fulfilled by 

Jesus according to Scripture? Hebrews 9:22-24, 28 

 

 

 

“Now the event takes place foreshadowed in the last solemn service of the 

Day of Atonement. When the ministration in the holy of holies had been 

completed, and the sins of Israel had been removed from the sanctuary by 

virtue of the blood of the sin offering, then the scapegoat was presented 

alive before the Lord; and in the presence of the congregation the high 

priest confessed over him "all the iniquities of the children of Israel, and all 

their transgressions in all their sins, putting them upon the head of the 

goat." Leviticus 16:21. In like manner when the work of atonement in the 

heavenly sanctuary has been completed then in the presence of God and 

heavenly angels and the host of the redeemed the sins of God's people will 

be placed upon Satan; he will be declared guilty of all the evil which he 

has caused them to commit.” —Maranatha, p. 306.   

CHRIST’S FINAL DETAIL 

3. Having studied Christ as lamb and priest making atonement with 

the repentant sinner, what high priestly atonement is depicted in 

the words of Leviticus 16:10? 

 

 

 

“Then in his character of mediator the priest took the sins upon himself, 

and, leaving the sanctuary, he bore with him the burden of Israel's guilt. At 

the door of the tabernacle he laid his hands upon the head of the scapegoat 

and confessed over him "all the iniquities of the children of Israel, and all 

their transgressions in all their sins, putting them upon the head of the 

goat." And as the goat bearing these sins was sent away, they were, with 

him, regarded as forever separated from the people. Such was the service 

performed "unto the example and shadow of heavenly things."” —Patriarchs 

and Prophets, p. 355.  
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4. Taking the full meaning of at-one-ment into consideration, are we 

understanding correctly that Jesus in His atonement with us took 

our sins into Himself—took them into the heavenly sanctuary and 

after judgement made Satan at-one with them? 

 

“As anciently the sins of the people were by faith placed upon the sin 

offering and through its blood transferred, in figure, to the earthly 

sanctuary, so in the new covenant the sins of the repentant are by faith 

placed upon Christ and transferred, in fact, to the heavenly sanctuary. And 

as the typical cleansing of the earthly was accomplished by the removal of 

the sins by which it had been polluted, so the actual cleansing of the 

heavenly is to be accomplished by the removal, or blotting out, of the sins 

which are there recorded.”  

“It was seen, also, that while the sin offering pointed to Christ as a 

sacrifice, and the high priest represented Christ as a mediator, the 

scapegoat typified Satan, the author of sin, upon whom the sins of the truly 

penitent will finally be placed. When the high priest, by virtue of the blood 

of the sin offering, removed the sins from the sanctuary, he placed them 

upon the scapegoat. When Christ, by virtue of His own blood, removes the 

sins of His people from the heavenly sanctuary at the close of His 

ministration, He will place them upon Satan, who, in the execution of the 

judgment, must bear the final penalty. The scapegoat was sent away into a 

land not inhabited, never to come again into the congregation of Israel. So 

will Satan be forever banished from the presence of God and His people, 

and he will be blotted from existence in the final destruction of sin and 

sinners.” —The Great Controversy, pp. 421, 422. 

SCAPEGOAT INTO THE WILDERNESS 

5. Satan being the one who was responsible for deceiving the human 

race, is God just in making Satan the scapegoat for the sins of the 

truly penitent whom he deceived into sin? Isaiah 14:16, 17; 49:24, 

25; 61:1 
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“In the typical service the high priest, having made the atonement for 

Israel, came forth and blessed the congregation. So Christ, at the close of 

His work as mediator, will appear, "without sin unto salvation" (Hebrews 

9:28), to bless His waiting people with eternal life. As the priest, in 

removing the sins from the sanctuary, confessed them upon the head of the 

scapegoat, so Christ will place all these sins upon Satan, the originator and 

instigator of sin. The scapegoat, bearing the sins of Israel, was sent away 

"unto a land not inhabited" (Leviticus 16:22); so Satan, bearing the guilt of 

all the sins which he has caused God's people to commit, will be for a 

thousand years confined to the earth, which will then be desolate, without 

inhabitant, and he will at last suffer the full penalty of sin in the fires that 

shall destroy all the wicked. Thus the great plan of redemption will reach 

its accomplishment in the final eradication of sin and the deliverance of all 

who have been willing to renounce evil.” —The Great Controversy, p. 485. 

6. How sure can we be that the scapegoat truly represented Satan in 

that it was taken by a strongman into the wilderness? 

Revelation 20:1-3 

 

 

 

“Now the event takes place foreshadowed in the last solemn service of the 

Day of Atonement. When the ministration in the holy of holies had been 

completed, and the sins of Israel had been removed from the sanctuary by 

virtue of the blood of the sin offering, then the scapegoat was presented 

alive before the Lord; and in the presence of the congregation the high 

priest confessed over him "all the iniquities of the children of Israel, and all 

their transgressions in all their sins, putting them upon the head of the 

goat."  

“The revelator foretells the banishment of Satan and the condition of chaos 

and desolation to which the earth is to be reduced, and he declares that this 

condition will exist for a thousand years.” —The Great Controversy, p. 658. 
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7. Does Scripture in reality describe this planet as in a wilderness 

state? Jeremiah 4:23-26; Isaiah 24:19-22 

 

 

 

 

“After presenting the scenes of the Lord's second coming and the 

destruction of the wicked, the prophecy continues: "I saw an angel come 

down from heaven, having the key of the bottomless pit and a great chain 

in his hand. And he laid hold on the dragon, that old serpent, which is the 

devil, and Satan, and bound him a thousand years, and cast him into the 

bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set a seal upon him, that he should 

deceive the nations no more, till the thousand years should be fulfilled: and 

after that he must be loosed a little season."” —The Great Controversy, p. 658. 

8. What shows that this wilderness is the result of Satan’s own 

doing? Isaiah 14:17 (first part) 

 

“For six thousand years, Satan's work of rebellion has "made the earth to 

tremble." He had "made the world as a wilderness, and destroyed the cities 

thereof." And he "opened not the house of his prisoners." For six thousand 

years his prison house has received God's people, and he would have held 

them captive forever; but Christ had broken his bonds and set the prisoners 

free.” —The Great Controversy, p. 659.  

MEDITATION 

“Satan did not then exult as he had done. He had hoped to break up the 

plan of salvation; but it was laid too deep. And now by the death of Christ 

he knew that he himself must finally die, and his kingdom be given to 

Jesus. He held a council with his angels. He had prevailed nothing against 

the Son of God, and now they must increase their efforts and with their 

power and cunning turn to His followers. They must prevent all whom they 

could from receiving the salvation purchased for them by Jesus. By so 

doing Satan could still work against the government of God. Also it would 
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be for his own interest to keep from Jesus as many as possible. For the sins 

of those who are redeemed by the blood of Christ will at last be rolled back 

upon the originator of sin, and he must bear their punishment, while those 

who do not accept salvation through Jesus will suffer the penalty of their 

own sins.” —Early Writings, p. 178.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SECTION 2 
 

GOD’S WAY OF 

DUTIES 

 



 

  



 

Introduction 

 e have spent the last three months researching God’s way of 

salvation described in revelation of His sanctuary activities.  

Having clearly seen the detail of Jesus Christ, the Lamb slain 

for our sins, and His subsequent activity as Priest and High Priest of our 

salvation, our hearts are surely warmed and motivated to walk in all His 

ways.   

We recall from Ezekiel 43 that God wants us to see His sanctuary in 

detail, its form, the fashion of it, the goings out thereof, and the comings in 

thereof, the ordinances thereof, and all the laws, etc.; all for one central 

purpose, that we may live and practice God’s ways described therein. 

Indeed, that is the very design of the gospel of Jesus Christ pictured 

therein. Is it not written, “Who gave himself for us, that He might redeem 

us from all iniquity, and purify unto Himself a peculiar people, zealous of 

good works” (Titus 2:14)? 

Are you, dear student, zealous of good works? Then follow carefully 

this next in-depth study of God’s ways for our life’s practices, or good 

works, which He displays in His sanctuary. As we study these ways of life, 

let us not for one moment loose sight of the way of salvation from our own 

sinful ways inseparably connected as seen from the last three month study. 

Our danger always is to become legalistically oriented in focusing on the 

works God displays for us to practice. That is why He has given us the 

study of His sanctuary in order to comprehend that the works He requires 

of us are to be generated by the detail of His saving grace manifested in 

direct connection with this study. 

May we come forth from the study of this lesson as a people living in 

perfect harmony with all of God’s ways as described in Ephesians 2:10: 

“For we are His workmanship created in Christ Jesus unto good works, 

which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them.” 

Amen. 

  

W 
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LESSON 1                                            Sabbath, April 3, 2021 

Sanctuary Truths 
of Standard and Practice 

And an highway shall be there, and a way, and it shall be called The way 

of holiness. Isaiah 35:8 

OBJECTIVES 

 Having learnt the way of salvation in the sanctuary, to now 

introduce the way of holy practices. 

 To appreciate God’s effort since 1844 to restore His standards in 

His church. 

 To clearly understand the cleansing of the sanctuary to mean 

cleansing of false practices. 

THE WAY OF HOLINESS 

1. What have we learnt as to what can be found in the sanctuary, 

and how does Scripture describe this? Psalm 77:13; Isaiah 35:8 

 

 

 

“God calls upon us individually to conform our lives to the instruction 

given in the Old and New Testament. There can be no safe departure from 

the voice of God which speaks to us in his word. His rules are clearly 

specified; The standard which we must all meet is clearly defined.     

“The way of holiness is yet to be learned by those who have swerved from 

the will of God. In every act of life we are to be controlled by God's word. 

Every neglect in this line is a neglect of duty.” —The Ellen G. White 

1888 Materials, p. 1686. 
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2. Does the way of holiness have something to do with standards of 

practice and lifestyle? 2 Corinthians 7:1 

 

 

 

“If God has made provision for man to have eternal life, He has means to 

meet the requirement that man shall practice holiness in this life. All who 

would evidence that they have a hold on the future life will give practical 

demonstrations in their life, their character, that they are living in newness 

of life, in purity and holiness here, following that which is revealed.   

“The way to heaven has been laid open at infinite cost to the Father and the 

Son. Are we individually walking in that way, complying with the 

conditions? Are you in the way? Are you following the Leader, the Light 

of life?” —Testimonies to Ministers and Gospel Workers, p. 453.  

“True sanctification comes through the working out of the principle of 

love. "God is love; and he that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and God 

in him." 1 John 4:16. The life of him in whose heart Christ abides, will 

reveal practical godliness. The character will be purified, elevated, 

ennobled, and glorified. Pure doctrine will blend with works of 

righteousness; heavenly precepts will mingle with holy practices.”  
—The Acts of the Apostles, p. 560.  

3. Can we find more enlargements of the way in which we are to live 

in the words of inspiration? Proverbs 4:11-13, 18 

 

 

 

 

“The religion of Jesus Christ never degrades the receiver. If it finds men 

and women earthly, common, coarse, unkindly in words, harsh in speech, 

selfish and self-caring, truth received in the heart commences its purifying, 

refining process. In words, in dress, in all our habits, there is seen 

reformation and those things that please God. Then all the world may see 

its influence in the transforming process.” —Our High Calling, p. 34. 
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 SANCTUARY DUTIES 

4. Upon reaching the antitypical day of atonement, did God’s people 

discover lifestyle changes in their discovery of the subject of the 

sanctuary? Psalm 63:1-3; Hebrews 10:19-24 

 

 

 

 

“The subject of the sanctuary was the key which unlocked the mystery of 

the disappointment of 1844. It opened to view a complete system of truth, 

connected and harmonious, showing that God's hand had directed the great 

advent movement and revealing present duty as it brought to light the 

position and work of His people.”  

“But the people were not yet ready to meet their Lord. There was still a 

work of preparation to be accomplished for them. Light was to be given, 

directing their minds to the temple of God in heaven; and as they should by 

faith follow their High Priest in His ministration there, new duties would 

be revealed. Another message of warning and instruction was to be given 

to the church.” —The Great Controversy, pp. 423, 424.   

5. How were the minds of God’s people affected by the subject of 

the sanctuary in reference to examining their lives to be in 

harmony with God’s way of living? Leviticus 16:29-31;                  

2 Corinthians 13:5 

 

 

 

 

“All business was laid aside, and the whole congregation of Israel spent 

the day in solemn humiliation before God, with prayer, fasting, and deep 

searching of heart.” —Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 355. 

“Let the churches who claim to believe the truth, who are advocating the 

law of God, keep that law and depart from all iniquity. Let the individual 

members of the church resist the temptations to practice evils and indulge 
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in sin. Let the church commence the work of purification before God by 

repentance, humiliation, deep heart searching, for we are in the antitypical 

day of atonement --solemn hour fraught with eternal results.” —Selected 

Messages Book 2, p. 378.    

“Says the prophet: "Who may abide the day of His coming? and who shall 

stand when He appeareth? for He is like a refiner's fire, and like fullers' 

soap: and He shall sit as a refiner and purifier of silver: and He shall purify 

the sons of Levi, and purge them as gold and silver, that they may offer 

unto the Lord an offering in righteousness." Malachi 3:2, 3. Those who are 

living upon the earth when the intercession of Christ shall cease in the 

sanctuary above are to stand in the sight of a holy God without a mediator. 

Their robes must be spotless, their characters must be purified from sin by 

the blood of sprinkling. Through the grace of God and their own diligent 

effort they must be conquerors in the battle with evil. While the 

investigative judgment is going forward in heaven, while the sins of 

penitent believers are being removed from the sanctuary, there is to be a 

special work of purification, of putting away of sin, among God's people 

upon earth. This work is more clearly presented in the messages of 

Revelation 14.” —The Great Controversy, p. 425.   

SANCTUARY CLEANSING 

6. As in Daniel 8:14 we understand that since 1844 the cleansing of 

the heavenly sanctuary commenced, how was this depicted in 

Daniel 7? Daniel 7:9, 10, 21, 22. How is this judgement qualified? 

 

 

 

 

“At the very time when they were lamenting the failure of their hopes, the 

event had taken place which was foretold by the message, and which must 

be fulfilled before the Lord could appear to give reward to His servants.”   

“The coming of Christ as our high priest to the most holy place, for the 

cleansing of the sanctuary, brought to view in Daniel 8:14; the coming of 

the Son of man to the Ancient of Days, as presented in Daniel 7:13; and 

the coming of the Lord to His temple, foretold by Malachi, are descriptions 
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of the same event; and this is also represented by the coming of the 

bridegroom to the marriage, described by Christ in the parable of the ten 

virgins, of Matthew 25.” —The Great Controversy, pp. 424, 426. 

7. In this time of investigation, what is the activity of God’s people 

to be? 2 Corinthians 7:1; James 4:8-10 

 

 

 

 

“While the investigative judgment is going forward in heaven, while the 

sins of penitent believers are being removed from the sanctuary, there is to 

be a special work of purification, of putting away of sin, among God's 

people upon earth.” —The Faith I Live By, p. 337. 

“God will bring every work into judgment, with every secret thing. By His 

law He measures the character of every man. As the artist transfers to the 

canvas the features of the face, so the features of each individual character 

are transferred to the books of heaven. God has a perfect photograph of 

every man's character, and this photograph He compares with His law. He 

reveals to man the defects that mar his life, and calls upon him to repent 

and turn from sin.” —S.D.A. Bible Commentary Vol. 5, p. 1085. 

8. Does Inspiration specify the final outcome of the work of 

investigation and cleansing? Ephesians 5:26, 27; 4:11-13 

 

 

 

 

“While the investigative judgment is going forward in heaven, while the 

sins of penitent believers are being removed from the sanctuary, there is to 

be a special work of purification, of putting away of sin, among God's 

people upon earth. This work is more clearly presented in the messages of 

Revelation 14.    
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“When this work shall have been accomplished, the followers of Christ 

will be ready for His appearing. "Then shall the offering of Judah and 

Jerusalem be pleasant unto the Lord, as in the days of old, and as in former 

years." Malachi 3:4. Then the church which our Lord at His coming is to 

receive to Himself will be a "glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, 

or any such thing." Ephesians 5:27. Then she will look "forth as the 

morning, fair as the moon, clear as the sun, and terrible as an army with 

banners." Song of Solomon 6:10.” —The Great Controversy, p. 425.   
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LESSON 2                                          Sabbath, April 10, 2021 

The Ark of the Covenant 

But this shall be the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel; 

After those days, saith the LORD, I will put my law in their inward parts, 

and write it in their hearts.  Jeremiah 31:33 

OBJECTIVES 

 To contemplate on the code of conduct housed in the ark of the 

covenant. 

 To let Inspiration show the importance of the keeping of the ten 

commandments.  

 To see how the sanctuary services convey the ten commandments 

into our action. 

ON TABLES OF STONE 

1. Where in the sanctuary is the most obvious place to look in our 

quest of finding God’s way for our standard of living? 

Deuteronomy 10:1-5 

 

 

 

“The law of God is a transcript of His character. Its holy precepts were 

spoken from Sinai with God's own voice, and written with His finger upon 

tables of stone. They stand forth alone, bearing the distinct, awful 

significance of their supreme importance. They mean life to the obedient 

and death to the disobedient. Through the ages God's law has been 

preserved as the highest standard of morality. Not all the inventions of 

science or the imaginations of fruitful minds have been able to discover 

one essential duty not covered by this code.” —The Upward Look, p. 294. 
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2. How clearly does Scripture portray the ten commandments as 

God’s way? Deuteronomy 11:26-28; Psalm 119:30-34 

 

 

 

“Let it be made plain that the way of God's commandments is the way of 

life.” —The Ministry of Healing, p. 114.  

“The yoke is placed upon the oxen to aid them in drawing the load, to 

lighten the burden. So with the yoke of Christ. When our will is swallowed 

up in the will of God, and we use His gifts to bless others, we shall find 

life's burden light. He who walks in the way of God's commandments is 

walking in company with Christ, and in His love the heart is at rest. When 

Moses prayed, "Show me now Thy way, that I may know Thee," the Lord 

answered him, "My presence shall go with thee, and I will give thee rest." 

And through the prophets the message was given, "Thus saith the Lord, 

Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good 

way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls." Exodus 33:13, 

14; Jeremiah 6:16. And He says, "O that thou hadst hearkened to My 

commandments! then had thy peace been as a river, and thy righteousness 

as the waves of the sea."” —The Desire of Ages, p. 331.    

3. Does Scripture confirm in our understanding that the ten 

commandments housed in the ark of the sanctuary cover every 

aspect of God’s way of life for humanity? Psalm 119:96-100 

 

 

 

 

“Every relation in life, every position of responsibility, every affection and 

habit, every emotion of the mind, is to be brought to the great standard of 

righteousness, the commandments of God, which are exceeding broad. We 

must have simplicity of heart that we may understand, and willingness of 

mind to practise, all the teachings of God's Word.” —Sons and Daughters of 

God, p. 285. 
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UNDER GOD’S THRONE 

4. What significance is found in the fact that the tables of the law 

were placed in the ark under the mercy seat? Hebrews 9:3-5 

 

 

 

“The man of sin thought to change the time and the law of God; but no 

power in heaven or earth could change that which had been written by the 

finger of God, and placed in the ark of the testimony under the mercy-

seat.” —The Signs of the Times, June 11, 1894.  

“The ark of God's testament, covered by the mercy seat was seen in His 

temple. What does this ark contain?--The law of God. Moses was directed 

to make an ark, in which was to be placed the law of God, written with His 

own finger upon the tables of stone. This law God gave for the guidance of 

his people, and it was stamped with the assurance, staked upon His 

almighty power, that He had entered into covenant relation with them. 

Today God makes a covenant with all who will take their stand as loyal 

subjects of His kingdom, reverencing the law that occupies so prominent a 

position, beneath the mercy seat.” —Battle Creek Letters, p. 57.   

“He showed no regard for the traditions and commandments of men, but 

opened the eyes of their understanding to behold wondrous things out of 

the law of God, which is the foundation of his throne from the beginning 

of the world; and as long as the heavens and the earth remain, through the 

ceaseless ages of eternity, it will be the great standard of righteousness, 

holy and just and good.” —The Review and Herald, November 28, 1893. 

5. As the foundation of God’s throne, how imperative is it for us to 

live by that law of God? Matthew 19:17 (last section);                   

1 Corinthians 7:19; Ecclesiastes 12:13, 14 
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“When the judgment shall sit, and the books shall be opened, and every 

man shall be judged according to the things written in the books, then the 

tables of stone, hidden by God until that day, will be presented before the 

world as the standard of righteousness. Then men and women will see that 

the prerequisite of their salvation is obedience to the perfect law of God. 

None will find excuse for sin. By the righteous principles of that law, men 

will receive their sentence of life or of death.” —Selected Messages Book 1, 

p. 225. 

ON TABLES OF THE HEART 

6. Having seen that the Hebrew sanctuary services typify the 

activities of God in our human body temple, how does Inspiration 

describe the transferral of God’s commandments into our life 

practices? Jeremiah 31:31-33; Ezekiel 36:25-27; 

2 Corinthians 3:3, 4 

 

 

 

“But notice here that obedience is not a mere outward compliance, but the 

service of love. The law of God is an expression of His very nature; it is an 

embodiment of the great principle of love, and hence is the foundation of 

His government in heaven and earth. If our hearts are renewed in the 

likeness of God, if the divine love is implanted in the soul, will not the law 

of God be carried out in the life? When the principle of love is implanted 

in the heart, when man is renewed after the image of Him that created him, 

the new-covenant promise is fulfilled, "I will put My laws into their hearts, 

and in their minds will I write them." Hebrews 10:16. And if the law is 

written in the heart, will it not shape the life? Obedience--the service and 

allegiance of love--is the true sign of discipleship. Thus the Scripture says, 

"This is the love of God, that we keep His commandments." "He that saith, 

I know Him, and keepeth not His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is 

not in him." 1 John 5:3; 2:4. Instead of releasing man from obedience, it is 

faith, faith only, that makes us partakers of the grace of Christ, which 

enables us to render obedience.” —Steps to Christ, p. 60.   
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7. How completely is God’s law inscribed into the life of the believer 

as indicated by being written by the finger of God? Exodus 31:18; 

Deuteronomy 9:10 

 

 

 

“God is as truly the author of physical laws as He is author of the moral 

law. His law is written with His own finger upon every nerve, every 

muscle, every faculty, which has been entrusted to man.” —Counsels on Diet 

and Foods, p. 17.    

MEDITATION 

“In the temple in heaven, the dwelling place of God, His throne is 

established in righteousness and judgment. In the most holy place is His 

law, the great rule of right by which all mankind are tested. The ark that 

enshrines the tables of the law is covered with the mercy seat, before 

which Christ pleads His blood in the sinner's behalf. Thus is represented 

the union of justice and mercy in the plan of human redemption. This 

union infinite wisdom alone could devise and infinite power accomplish; it 

is a union that fills all heaven with wonder and adoration. The cherubim of 

the earthly sanctuary, looking reverently down upon the mercy seat, 

represent the interest with which the heavenly host contemplate the work 

of redemption. This is the mystery of mercy into which angels desire to 

look--that God can be just while He justifies the repenting sinner and 

renews His intercourse with the fallen race; that Christ could stoop to raise 

unnumbered multitudes from the abyss of ruin and clothe them with the 

spotless garments of His own righteousness to unite with angels who have 

never fallen and to dwell forever in the presence of God.” —The Great 

Controversy, p. 415. 
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LESSON 3                                          Sabbath, April 17, 2021 

The Pot of Manna 

And he humbled thee, and suffered thee to humger, and fed thee with 

manna … that he might make thee know that man doth not live by bread 

only, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of the LORD 

doth man live.  Deuteronomy 8:3 

OBJECTIVES 

 To examine another item positioned in the ark of the covenant. 

 To contemplate God’s purpose in the giving of manna to Israel. 

 To recognise the lesson intended by the pot of manna in the ark. 

MANNA UNDER THE MERCY SEAT 

1. What else was in the ark of the covenant besides the tables of the 

ten commandments? Hebrews 9:3, 4; Exodus 16:33, 34 

 

 

 

2. Why did God want them to place a pot of the manna He had 

provided for them in the wilderness, into the ark? Exodus 16:32 

 

 

 

“The manna continued to fall, and they were fed by a divine hand morning 

and evening. The cloudy pillar by day and the pillar of fire by night 

signified the presence of God, which was a living memorial before them.” 
—Testimonies for the Church Vol. 3, p. 340.  
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3. Is there a significance in the manna being placed under the mercy 

seat in the ark? How does this project to us now? Psalm 107:1, 2, 

4-6 

 

 

 

 

 

“While wandering in the wilderness, the children of Israel were preserved 

by a continual miracle of divine mercy in the falling of the manna.” 
—The Signs of the Times, April 15, 1880.   

“"O give thanks unto the Lord; for he is good; for his mercy endureth 

forever." If the people of God rightly appreciated the temporal and 

spiritual blessings which the Lord has poured upon them through Jesus 

Christ, continual praise would be upon their lips. We have had an 

experience in being relieved from spiritual bondage similar to that of the 

Israelites who were set free from the bondage of Egypt. Have we not had 

chains of oppression broken, and Red Seas of impossibilities opened up 

before us? Have we not been fed with manna from heaven? Have not the 

words of Christ come home to the soul, "This is the bread which cometh 

down from heaven, that a man may eat thereof, and not die. I am the living 

bread which came down from heaven: If any man eat of this bread he shall 

live forever: and the bread that I will give is my flesh, which I will give for 

the life of the world"? We are to feast continually upon this heavenly 

manna. We are to drink continually of the water of life. Jesus says, "If any 

man thirst, let him come unto me and drink."” —Special Testimonies for 

Ministers and Workers n°5, p. 10. 

MERCIFUL PROVISION FOR HEALTH 

4. Does Inspiration make known God’s desire for His people? 

Exodus 15:26; Psalm 103:2-5 
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“"Above all things," God desires us to "be in health"--health of body and 

of soul. And we are to be workers together with Him for the health of both 

soul and body.” —The Faith I Live By, p. 227. 

5. In harmony with His desire for the health of His people, how did 

God reveal it in bringing the Hebrews out of Egypt? 

Deuteronomy 8:3; Ecclesiastes 10:17 

 

 

 

 

“God might as easily have provided them with flesh as with manna, but a 

restriction was placed upon them for their good. It was His purpose to 

supply them with food better suited to their wants than the feverish diet to 

which many had become accustomed in Egypt. The perverted appetite was 

to be brought into a more healthy state, that they might enjoy the food 

originally provided for man--the fruits of the earth, which God gave to 

Adam and Eve in Eden. It was for this reason that the Israelites had been 

deprived, in a great measure, of animal food.    

“God brought the Israelites from Egypt, that He might establish them in 

the land of Canaan, a pure, holy, and happy people. In the accomplishment 

of this object He subjected them to a course of discipline, both for their 

own good and for the good of their posterity. Had they been willing to 

deny appetite, in obedience to His wise restrictions, feebleness and disease 

would have been unknown among them. Their descendants would have 

possessed both physical and mental strength. They would have had clear 

perceptions of truth and duty, keen discrimination, and sound judgment. 

But their unwillingness to submit to the restrictions and requirements of 

God, prevented them, to a great extent, from reaching the high standard 

which He desired them to attain, and from receiving the blessings which 

He was ready to bestow upon them.” —Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 378.  

6. Is the experience of the Hebrews designed as a lesson for us?        

1 Corinthians 10:1-6, 11 
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“As God gave manna from heaven to sustain the children of Israel, so He 

will now give His people in different places skill and wisdom to use the 

productions of these countries in preparing foods to take the place of 

meat.” —Counsels on Diet and Foods, p. 267.  

A SANCTUARY LESSON 

7. As we study our duties portrayed in the sanctuary, does the pot of 

manna therefore convey an important lesson? Psalms 77:13; 67:2 

 

 

 

“The light that God has given and will continue to give on the food 

question is to be to His people today what the manna was to the children of 

Israel. The manna fell from heaven, and the people were told to gather it 

and prepare it to be eaten. So in the different countries of the world light 

will be given to the Lord's people, and health foods suited to these 

countries will be prepared.” —Medical Ministry, p. 267.  

“The Lord is weighing character in the sanctuary today, and those who are 

careless and indifferent, rushing on in the paths of iniquity, will not stand 

the test. God has endowed us with reasoning powers, and he requires us to 

use them to his glory. He has given us this body, which he wishes us to 

preserve in perfect health, that we may render the best service to his cause. 

He has paid an infinite price for our redemption, and yet men and women 

dependent from day to day upon his mercies, for life, for health, for food, 

for all the blessings they enjoy, refuse to obey his laws, refuse to accept his 

Son as their Example and Saviour.” —The Signs of the Times, Desember 29, 

1887. 

8. What is the primary purpose in God giving us the health reform 

symbolised by the pot of manna? 2 Timothy 1:7; Daniel 9:8 
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“Some have sneered at this work of reform and have said it was all 

unnecessary, that it was an excitement to divert minds from present truth. 

They have said that matters were being carried to extremes. Such do not 

know what they are talking about. While men and women professing 

godliness are diseased from the crown of their head to the soles of their 

feet, their physical, mental, and moral energies are enfeebled through 

gratification of depraved appetite and excessive labor, how can they weigh 

the evidences of truth and comprehend the requirements of God? If their 

moral and intellectual faculties are beclouded, they cannot appreciate the 

value of the atonement or the exalted character of the work of God, nor 

delight in the study of His word. How can a nervous dyspeptic be ready 

always to give an answer to every man that asketh him a reason of the 

hope that is in him, with meekness and fear? How soon would such a one 

become confused and agitated, and by his diseased imagination be led to 

view matters in altogether a wrong light, and by a lack of that meekness 

and calmness which characterized the life of Christ be caused to dishonor 

his profession while contending with unreasonable men? Viewing matters 

from a high religious standpoint, we must be thorough reformers in order 

to be Christlike. 

“I saw that our heavenly Father has bestowed upon us the great blessing of 

light upon the health reform that we may obey the claims which He has 

apon us and glorify Him in our bodies and spirits which are His and finally 

stand without fault before the throne of God.” —Testionies for the Church 

Vol. 1, pp. 487, 488. 

MEDITATION 

“The Lord has shown us His way; shall we walk in it? or shall we, finite 

and erring as we are, walk in our own counsel, and practice the principles 

which He has warned us against?” —Testimonies to Ministers and Gospel 

Workers, p. 382.   
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LESSON 4                                          Sabbath, April 24, 2021 

God’s Way of Healing 

Bless the LORD, O my soul; and forget not all his benefits: who forgiveth 

all thine iniquities; who healeth all thy diseases. Psalm 103:2, 3 

OBJECTIVES 

 To appreciate the healing that comes from God’s sanctuary.  

 To examine God’s way, or method, of healing. 

 To behold afresh the Jesus of the sanctuary, rising with healing in 

His wings.  

HEALING WATERS 

1. Having seen the connection of the Hebrew sanctuary to the 

heavenly, what is shown to flow from the throne room sanctuary 

of heaven? Ezekiel 47:1-9, 12; Revelation 22:1, 2 

 

 

 

 

“"In that day," says the Scriptures, "there shall be a fountain opened to the 

house of David and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem for sin and for 

uncleanness." Zechariah 13:1. The waters of this fountain contain 

medicinal properties that will heal both physical and spiritual infirmities.    

“From this fountain flows the mighty river seen in Ezekiel's vision.” 
—Testimonies for the Church Vol. 6, p. 227. 

2. How did Jesus speak of this water? John 4:10, 14 
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“Many are suffering from maladies of the soul far more than from diseases 

of the body, and they will find no relief until they come to Christ, the 

wellspring of life. . . . Christ is the mighty Healer of the sin-sick soul. 

“If we let go of Jesus we have nothing to hold on to. . . . Perpetual grace in 

ever-flowing streams is blessing those who will, if athirst, come unto Him 

and drink.He who seeks to quench his thirst at the fountains of this world 

will drink only to thirst again. Everywhere men are unsatisfied. They long 

for something to supply the need of the soul. Only One can meet that want. 

The need of the world, "the desire of all nations," is Christ. The divine 

grace which He alone can impart, is as living water, purifying, refreshing, 

and invigorating the soul.” —The Faith I Live By, p. 99. 

SANCTUARY HEALING 

3. Does the typical service of the sanctuary reveal a method to be 

followed for healing? Leviticus 13:1-3; 14:1-7 

 

 

 

4. Are we given the antitypical version of this method? 

Ephesians 5:25-27 

 

 

“The wonderful symbol of the living bird dipped in the blood of the bird 

slain and then set free to its joyous life, is to us the symbol of the 

atonement. There were death and life blended, presenting to the searcher 

for truth the hidden treasure, the union of the pardoning blood with the 

resurrection and life of our Redeemer. The bird slain was over living 

water; that flowing stream was a symbol of the ever flowing, ever 

cleansing efficacy of the blood of Christ, the Lamb slain from the 

foundation of the world, the fountain that was open for Judah and 

Jerusalem, wherein they may wash and be clean from every stain of sin. 

We are to have free access to the atoning blood of Christ. This we must 
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regard as the most precious privilege, the greatest blessing, ever granted to 

sinful man. And how little is made of this great gift! How deep, how wide 

and continuous is this stream! To every soul thirsting after holiness there is 

repose, there is rest, there is the quickening influence of the Holy Spirit, 

and then the holy, happy, peaceful walk and precious communion with 

Christ. Then, oh, then, can we intelligently say with John, "Behold the 

Lamb of God, that taketh away the sin of the world"” —S.D.A. Bible 

Commentary Vol. 1, p. 1111. 

FOLLOWING GOD’S WAY 

5. How far reaching is the healing provided by this living water? 

Psalm 103:2, 3; John 10:10 (last part) 

 

 

 

“This world is a vast lazar house, but Christ came to heal the sick, to 

proclaim deliverance to the captives of Satan. He was in Himself health 

and strength. He imparted His life to the sick, the afflicted, those possessed 

of demons. He turned away none who came to receive His healing power. 

He knew that those who petitioned Him for help had brought disease upon 

themselves, yet He did not refuse to heal them. And when virtue from 

Christ entered into these poor souls they were convicted of sin, and many 

were healed of their spiritual disease as well as of their physical maladies. 

The gospel still possesses the same power, and why should we not today 

witness the same results?” —Counsels on Health, p. 30.  

6. As the diseased were to come to the priest for healing, is this also 

applicable in the New Testament? James 5:14, 15; Mark 16:18 

(last part) 

 

 

“Why is it that men are so unwilling to trust Him who created man, and 

who can, by a touch, a word, a look, heal all manner of disease? Who is 

more worthy of our confidence than the One who has made so great a 

sacrifice for our redemption? Our Lord has given us definite instruction, 
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through the apostle James, as to our duty in case of sickness. When human 

help fails, God will be the helper of his people. “Is any sick among you? 

let him call for the elders of the church, and let them pray over him, 

anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord; and the prayer of faith shall 

save the sick, and the Lord shall raise him up.” If the professed followers 

of Christ would, with purity of heart, exercise as much faith in the 

promises of God as they repose in satanic agencies, they would realize, in 

soul and body, the life-giving power of the Holy Spirit.” —Christian 

Temperance and Bible Hygiene, p. 113.   

“And He is just as willing to heal the sick now as when He was personally 

on earth. Christ's servants are His representatives, the channels for His 

working. He desires through them to exercise His healing power.” 
—Counsels on Health, p. 30. 

7. Is there something else for God’s servants to do besides praying 

over the sick? John 9:6, 7 

 

 

 

“In the Saviour's manner of healing there were lessons for His disciples. 

On one occasion He anointed the eyes of a blind man with clay and bade 

him, "Go, wash in the pool of Siloam. . . . He went his way therefore, and 

washed, and came seeing." John 9:7. The cure could be wrought only by 

the power of the Great Healer, yet Christ made use of the simple agencies 

of nature. While He did not give countenance to drug medication, He 

sanctioned the use of simple and natural remedies.” —Counsels on Health, 

p. 30.   

8. In these days of counterfeit healing, what counsel comes to us 

from the words of inspiration? Matthew 24:23, 24 

 

 

 

“God's miracles do not always bear the outward semblance of miracles. 

Often they are brought about in a way which looks like the natural course 
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of events. When we pray for the sick, we also work for them. We answer 

our own prayers by using the remedies within our reach. Water, wisely 

applied, is a most powerful remedy. As it is used intelligently, favorable 

results are seen.  

“Natural means, used in accordance with God's will, bring about 

supernatural results. We ask for a miracle, and the Lord directs the mind to 

some simple remedy. We ask to be kept from the pestilence that walketh in 

darkness, that is stalking with such power through the world; we are then 

to cooperate with God, observing the laws of health and life. Having done 

all that we possibly can, we are to keep asking in faith for health and 

strength. We are to eat that food which will preserve the health of the 

body. God gives us no encouragement that He will do for us what we can 

do for ourselves. Natural laws are to be obeyed. We are not to fail of doing 

our part. God says to us, "Work out your own salvation with fear and 

trembling. For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his 

good pleasure"” —Selected Messages Book 2, p. 346.   

“The way in which Christ worked was to preach the Word, and to relieve 

suffering by miraculous works of healing. But I am instructed that we 

cannot now work in this way, for Satan will exercise his power by working 

miracles. God's servants today could not work by means of miracles, 

because spurious works of healing, claiming to be divine, will be wrought.     

“For this reason the Lord has marked out a way in which His people are to 

carry forward a work of physical healing, combined with the teaching of 

the Word.” —Selected Messages Book 2, p. 54. 

9. Is Jesus the sanctuary source of healing? Malachi 4:2 

 

 

“When the gospel is received in its purity and power, it is a cure for the 

maladies that originated in sin. The Sun of Righteousness arises, "with 

healing in His wings." Malachi 4:2. Not all this world bestows can heal a 

broken heart, or impart peace of mind, or remove care, or banish disease. 

Fame, genius, talent—all are powerless to gladden the sorrowful heart or 

to restore the wasted life. The life of God in the soul is man's only hope.  
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“The love which Christ diffuses through the whole being is a vitalizing 

power. Every vital part—the brain, the heart, the nerves—it touches with 

healing. By it the highest energies of the being are roused to activity. It 

frees the soul from the guilt and sorrow, the anxiety and care, that crush 

the life forces. With it come serenity and composure. It implants in the 

soul, joy that nothing earthly can destroy—joy in the Holy Spirit—health-

giving, life-giving joy.” —Counsels for the Church, p. 216. 
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LESSON 5                                              Sabbath, May 1, 2021 

 

Aaron’s Rod that Budded 

Let all things be done decently and in order. 1 Corinthians 14:40 

OBJECTIVES 

 To ascertain the order God gave to Moses for the governing of the 

Hebrews. 

 To examine the reason of the presence of Aaron’s rod in the ark. 

 To clearly establish God’s way of church order for the last days. 

HEBREW ORGANISATION 

1. Was there given a description of the orderly arrangement of the 

encampment of the Hebrews as they traveled to the Promised 

Land? Numbers 2:1, 2, 17 

 

 

 

“The Hebrew camp was arranged in exact order. It was separated into three 

great divisions, each having its appointed position in the encampment. In 

the center was the tabernacle, the abiding place of the invisible King. 

Around it were stationed the priests and Levites. Beyond these were 

encamped all the other tribes.” —Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 374. 

“As Balaam looked upon the encampment of Israel he beheld with 

astonishment the evidence of their prosperity. They had been represented 

to him as a rude, disorganized multitude, infesting the country in roving 

bands that were a pest and terror to the surrounding nations; but their 

appearance was the reverse of all this. He saw the vast extent and perfect 

arrangement of their camp, everything bearing the marks of thorough 

discipline and order. He was shown the favor with which God regarded 

Israel, and their distinctive character as His chosen people. They were not 
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to stand upon a level with other nations, but to be exalted above them all.” 
—Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 447. 

2. How was Moses instructed to arrange for the government of the 

Hebrews? Deuteronomy 1:15 i.e. Exodus 18:19-22 

 

 

 

“The government of Israel was characterized by the most thorough 

organization, wonderful alike for its completeness and its simplicity. The 

order so strikingly displayed in the perfection and arrangement of all God's 

created works was manifest in the Hebrew economy. God was the center 

of authority and government, the sovereign of Israel. Moses stood as their 

visible leader, by God's appointment, to administer the laws in His name. 

From the elders of the tribes a council of seventy was afterward chosen to 

assist Moses in the general affairs of the nation. Next came the priests, 

who consulted the Lord in the sanctuary. Chiefs, or princes, ruled over the 

tribes. Under these were "captains over thousands, and captains over 

hundreds, and captains over fifties, and captains over tens," and, lastly, 

officers who might be employed for special duties.” —Patriarchs and 

Prophets, p. 374.     

KORAH’S UPRISING 

3. In spite of such a thorough order of organisation, were there 

some who were dissatisfied with it? Numbers 16:1-3 

 

 

 

“For a time this work was carried on secretly. As soon, however, as the 

movement had gained sufficient strength to warrant an open rupture, 

Korah appeared at the head of the faction, and publicly accused Moses and 

Aaron of usurping authority which Korah and his associates were equally 

entitled to share. It was charged, further, that the people had been deprived 

of their liberty and independence. "Ye take too much upon you," said the 
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conspirators, "seeing all the congregation are holy, every one of them, and 

the Lord is among them: wherefore then lift ye up yourselves above the 

congregation of the Lord?"” —Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 398.   

4. How was this uprising resolved? Numbers 17:1-8 

 

 

 

5. Why was Aaron’s rod placed into the ark of the covenant? 

Numbers 17:10 

 

 

“The Hebrews were not willing to submit to the directions and restrictions 

of the Lord. They were restless under restraint, and unwilling to receive 

reproof. This was the secret of their murmuring against Moses. Had they 

been left free to do as they pleased, there would have been fewer 

complaints against their leader. All through the history of the church God's 

servants have had the same spirit to meet.”   

“But further evidence was given that the priesthood had been established 

in the family of Aaron. By divine direction each tribe prepared a rod and 

wrote upon it the name of the tribe. The name of Aaron was upon that of 

Levi. The rods were laid up in the tabernacle, "before the testimony." The 

blossoming of any rod was to be a token that the Lord had chosen that tribe 

for the priesthood. On the morrow, "behold, the rod of Aaron for the house 

of Levi was budded, and brought forth buds, and bloomed blossoms, and 

yielded almonds." It was shown to the people, and afterward laid up in the 

tabernacle as a witness to succeeding generations. This miracle effectually 

settled the question of the priesthood.” —Patriarchs and Prophets, pp. 404, 403.     

 HEAVEN’S ORDER 

6. What is the principle established by God’s ordering of the 

Hebrews and their sanctuary activities? 1 Corinthians 14:40 
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“Christ was the invisible General of that company of more than a million 

people, and there were no haphazard, disorderly movements made. Order, 

dispatch, and exactitude were required of each one at the post of duty 

assigned him. This is an important lesson to the church and to every man 

whom God has chosen to act a part in His great work. No one is required 

to do another's work. Each is to do the work assigned him with exactness 

and integrity. The management of that great church in their journeyings in 

the wilderness symbolizes the management of the church till the close of 

earth's history, till we come into possession of the heavenly Canaan.” 
—That I May Know Him, p. 323.      

7. In the study of the sanctuary by the pioneers of Seventh-day 

Adventism, did they adopt the principle of organisation in 

developing the organisation of the Seventh-day Adventist 

Church? Jeremiah 6:16 (first section) 

 

 

 

“Brethren, never allow anyone's ideas to unsettle your faith in regard to the 

order and harmony which should exist in the church. Many of you do not 

see all things clearly. The directions in regard to order in the tabernacle 

service were recorded that lessons might be drawn from it by all who 

should live upon the earth. Men were selected to do various parts of the 

work of setting up and taking down the tabernacle, and if one strayed in 

carelessly and put his hands to the work assigned to another, he was to be 

put to death. We serve the same God today. But the death penalty has been 

abolished; had it not been, there would not now be so much careless, 

disorderly work in His cause. The God of heaven is a God of order, and He 

requires all His followers to have rules and regulations, and to preserve 

order. All should have a perfect understanding of God's work.” 
—Testimonies for the Church Vol. 5, p. 274. 

“As our numbers increased, it was evident that without some form of 

organization there would be great confusion, and the work would not be 

carried forward successfully. To provide for the support of the ministry, 

for carrying the work in new fields, for protecting both the churches and 

the ministry from unworthy members, for holding church property, for the 
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publication of the truth through the press, and for many other objects, 

organization was indispensable.    

“Yet there was strong feeling against it among our people. The first-day 

Adventists were opposed to organization, and most of the Seventh-day 

Adventists entertained the same ideas. We sought the Lord with earnest 

prayer that we might understand His will, and light was given by His Spirit 

that there must be order and thorough discipline in the church--that 

organization was essential. System and order are manifest in all the works 

of God throughout the universe. Order is the law of heaven, and it should 

be the law of God's people on the earth.” —Testimonies to Ministers and Gospel 

Workers, p. 26.  

8. How does God demonstrate the function of church counsel from 

His sanctuary throne room? Revelation 4:2-4; 7:11;  

2 Chronicles 18:18, 19 

 

 

 

“Brethren, will you carry the spirit of Christ with you as you return to your 

homes and churches? Will you put away unbelief and criticism? We are 

coming to a time when, more than ever before, we shall need to press 

together, to labor unitedly. In union there is strength. In discord and 

disunion there is only weakness. God never designed that one man, or four, 

or twenty, should take an important work into their own hands, and carry it 

forward independently of other workers in the cause. God wants His 

people to counsel together, to be a united church, in Christ a perfect whole. 

The only safety for us is to enter into the counsels of heaven, ever seeking 

to do the will of God, to become laborers together with Him. No one 

company is to form a confederacy, and say, "We are going to take this 

work, and carry it on in our own way; and if it does not go as we want it to, 

we will not give our influence to have it go at all." This is Satan's voice, 

not God's. Do not obey such suggestions..” —Selected Messages Book  2, 

p. 373.  
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LESSON 6                                              Sabbath, May 8, 2021 

Priestly Attire 

And thou shalt make holy garments for Aaron thy brother for glory and 

for beauty.  Exodus 28:2 

OBJECTIVES 

 To research Inspiration upon God’s expressions regarding priestly 

garments. 

 To examine their garments to assertain His meaning. 

 To recognise God’s connection of the priesthood with His people. 

HOLY GARMENTS 

1. What was God’s direction in regards to the garments to be made 

for the priests officiating in the sanctuary? Exodus 28:2, 5, 6, 40 

 

 

 

“In accordance with their office, a special dress was appointed for the 

priests. "Thou shalt make holy garments for Aaron thy brother for glory 

and for beauty" (Exodus 28:2), was the divine direction to Moses. . . . 

Everything connected with the apparel and deportment of the priests was 

to be such as to impress the beholder with a sense of the holiness of God, 

the sacredness of His worship, and the purity required of those who came 

into His presence. Not only the sanctuary itself, but the ministration of the 

priests, was to "serve unto the example and shadow of heavenly things."” 
—The Faith I Live By, p. 195. 

2. How can the expressions “holy”, “glory”, and “beauty” be 

understood as synonymous? Psalm 29:1, 2; Isaiah 6:1-3 
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“Jesus loves those who represent the Father, and John could talk of the 

Father's love as no other of the disciples could. He revealed to his fellow 

men that which he felt in his own soul, representing in his character the 

attributes of God. The glory of the Lord was expressed in his face. The 

beauty of holiness which had transformed him shone with a Christlike 

radiance from his countenance. In adoration and love he beheld the 

Saviour until likeness to Christ and fellowship with Him became his one 

desire, and in his character was reflected the character of his Master.” 
—The Acts of the Apostles, p. 545.    

GARMENT DETAILS 

3. Does something stand out in the description of the priestly 

garments by which we can understand God’s meaning of 

holiness? Exodus 20:26; 28:42, 43 

 

 

 

“Very specific were the directions given in regard to Aaron's robes, for his 

dress was symbolic. So the dress of Christ's followers should be 

symbolic…. appearance in every respect … characterized by neatness, 

modesty, and purity.” —Testimonies for the Church Vol. 6, p. 96.   

4. How is God’s glory, character, holiness displayed in the heavenly 

sanctuary? Isaiah 6:1; Psalm 104:1, 2 

 

 

 

“Before the Fall, not a cloud rested upon the minds of our first parents to 

obscure their clear perception of the character of God. They were perfectly 

conformed to the will of God. For a covering, a beautiful light, the light of 

God, surrounded them.” —Selected Messages Book 1, p. 290. 
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5. Is the revealing of nakedness a departure from holiness in God’s 

eyes? Revelation 3:17, 18 

 

 

 

“The eyes of Adam and Eve were indeed opened, but to what? To see their 

own shame and ruin, to realize that the garments of heavenly light that had 

been their protection were no longer around them as their safeguard. Their 

eyes were opened to see that nakedness was the fruit of transgression.” 
—Christ Triumphant, p. 26. 

A HOLY PRIESTHOOD 

6. Who does the priesthood of the Old Testament represent?              

1 Peter 2:5, 9 

 

 

“Mark the figure presented in verse five: "Ye also, as lively stones, are 

built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual 

sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ." Then these lively stones are 

exerting a tangible, practical influence in the Lord's spiritual house. They 

are a holy priesthood, performing pure, sacred service. They offer up 

spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God.” —Fundamentals of Christian Education, 

p. 461. 

7. Is it correct to come to the conclusion that the counsel of God for 

the dress of the Old Testament is also relevant to God’s children 

in this generation? 1 Timothy 2:8, 9 

 

 

 

“There should be no carelessness in dress. For Christ's sake, whose 

witnesses we are, we should seek to make the best of our appearance. In 



Second Half, Year 2021 107 

the tabernacle service, God specified every detail concerning the garments 

of those who ministered before Him. Thus we are taught that He has a 

preference in regard to the dress of those who serve Him. Very specific 

were the directions given in regard to Aaron's robes, for his dress was 

symbolic. So the dress of Christ's followers should be symbolic. In all 

things we are to be representatives of Him. Our appearance in every 

respect should be characterized by neatness, modesty, and purity.”  

“The words of Scripture in regard to dress should be carefully considered. 

We need to understand that which the Lord of heaven appreciates in even 

the dressing of the body. All who are in earnest in seeking for the grace of 

Christ will heed the precious words of instruction inspired by God. Even 

the style of the apparel will express the truth of the gospel.” —Testimonies 

for the Church Vol. 6, p. 96.   

8. Was the duty of the priests to convey God’s way of holiness also 

the duty of God’s children? Leviticus 10:10, 11; Isaiah 60:1-3 

 

 

 

“The Lord desires His church to show forth to the world the beauty of 

holiness. It is to demonstrate the power of Christian religion. Heaven is to 

be reflected in the character of the Christian. The song of gratitude and 

praise is to be heard by those in darkness.” —To Be Like Jesus, p. 282.  
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LESSON 7                                            Sabbath, May 15, 2021 

God’s Way of Dress 

And unto him he said, Behold, I have caused thine iniquity to pass from  

thee, and I will clothe thee with change of raiment. Zechariah 3:4 

OBJECTIVES 

 To expand on lesson number six. 

 To explore the details given by inspiration on dress.  

 To view God’s revelation on raiment and its association with 

righteousness. 

GOD’S DRESS PREFERENCE 

1. Having learnt that God has a preference in regard to dress, should 

we study this more thoroughly? 2 Timothy 2:15 

 

 

“The words of Scripture in regard to dress should be carefully considered. 

We need to understand that which the Lord of heaven appreciates in even 

the dressing of the body. All who are in earnest in seeking for the grace of 

Christ will heed the precious words of instruction inspired by God. Even 

the style of the apparel will express the truth of the gospel.” —Testimonies 

for the Church Vol. 6, p. 96.     

2. In directing Moses to make holy garments for the priests, do we 

see a suggestion that there is an apparel that excludes holiness? 

Leviticus 16:4 

 

 

“The dress and its arrangement upon the person is generally found to be 

the index of the man or the woman.  
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“We judge of a person's character by the style of dress worn. A modest, 

godly woman will dress modestly. A refined taste, a cultivated mind, will 

be revealed in the choice of a simple, appropriate attire. The one who is 

simple and unpretending in her dress and in her manners shows that she 

understands that a true woman is characterized by moral worth. How 

charming, how interesting, is simplicity in dress, which in comeliness can 

be compared with the flowers of the field!” —Counsels for the Church, p. 180. 

“The favorite theme of this class is pride of dress. Decency, taste, and 

order, they regard as pride. And according to the dress of these mistaken 

souls will be their conversation, their acts, and their deal. They are 

careless, and often low in their conversation at their homes, among their 

brethren and sisters, and before the world. The dress, and its arrangement 

upon the person, is generally found to be the index of the man or the 

woman. Those who are careless and untidy in dress are seldom elevated in 

their conversation, and possess but little refinement of feelings. They 

sometimes consider oddity and coarseness, humility.” —To Be Like Jesus, 

p. 199. 

REVELATIONS OF DETAIL 

3. How does Inspiration depict God’s ideal of acceptable clothing? 

Genesis 3:7, 21  

 

 

“The white robe of innocence was worn by our first parents when they 

were placed by God in holy Eden. They lived in perfect conformity to the 

will of God. . . . A beautiful soft light, the light of God, enshrouded the 

holy pair. . . . But when sin entered, they severed their connection with 

God, and the light that had encircled them departed. Naked and ashamed, 

they tried to supply the place of the heavenly garments by sewing together 

fig leaves for a covering.” —God’s Amazing Grace, p. 24. 

“In humility and inexpressible sadness Adam and Eve left the lovely 

garden wherein they had been so happy until they disobeyed the command 

of God. The atmosphere was changed. It was no longer unvarying as 

before the transgression. God clothed them with coats of skins to protect 
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them from the sense of chilliness and then of heat to which they were 

exposed.” —The Story of Redemption, p. 46.  

4. What do we learn from the contrast of enshrouding light and 

coats of skins versus fig-leaf covering? Genesis 3:7-10 

 

 

 

“And they were all clothed with a glorious white mantle from their 

shoulders to their feet. Angels were all about us as we marched over the 

sea of glass to the gate of the city. Jesus raised His mighty, glorious arm, 

laid hold of the pearly gate, swung it back on its glittering hinges, and said 

to us: "You have washed your robes in My blood, stood stiffly for My 

truth, enter in." We all marched in and felt we had a perfect right there.” —
Testimonies for the Church Vol. 1, p. 60.   

5. Do the Scriptures reveal what God regards as immodest 

exposure? Isaiah 47:1-3; Jeremiah 13:22, 26 

 

 

 

 

“We cannot, if we would, conceal the fact that women have feet and limbs 

that were made for use. But in regard to the exposure, this is on the other 

side of the question. We have traveled extensively the past twenty-five 

years, and have been eye-witnesses to many indecent exposures of the 

limbs. But the most common exposure is seen upon the streets in light 

snow, or wet and mud. Both hands are required to elevate the dress, that it 

may clear the wet and filth. It is a common thing to see the dress raised 

one-half of a yard, exposing an almost unclad ankle to the sight of 

gentlemen, but no one seems to blush at this immodest exposure. No one's 

sensitive modesty seems shocked for the reason that this is customary. It is 

fashion, and for this reason it is endured. No outcry of immodesty is heard, 

although it is so in the fullest sense.” —The Health Reformer, May 1, 1872. 
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6. Beside the principle of modesty, are there other manifestations of 

God’s way of dress? Deuteronomy 22:5, 11; Leviticus 19:19 (last 

part) 

 

 

 

“"I saw that God's order has been reversed, and His special directions 

disregarded, by those who adopt the American costume. I was referred to 

Deuteronomy 22:5: "The woman shall not wear that which pertaineth unto 

a man, neither shall a man put on a woman's garment: for all that do so are 

abomination unto the Lord thy God.' God would not have His people adopt 

the so-called reform dress. It is immodest apparel, wholly unfitted for the 

modest, humble followers of Christ.    

“"There is an increasing tendency to have women in their dress and 

appearance as near like the other sex as possible, and to fashion their dress 

very much like that of men, but God pronounces it abomination. 'In like 

manner also, that women adorn themselves in modest apparel, with 

shamefacedness and sobriety.' 1 Timothy 2:9.” —Testimonies for the Church 

Vol. 1, p. 457. 

DRESS, ITS SYMBOLISM 

7. Having understood that the dress of God’s people, like that of the 

priests, is symbolic, is there a significance in not wearing 

garments with mingled fibres? Revelation 19:8 

 

 

 

“Only the covering which Christ Himself has provided can make us meet 

to appear in God's presence. This covering, the robe of His own 

righteousness, Christ will put upon every repenting, believing soul. "I 

counsel thee," He says, "to buy of Me . . . white raiment, that thou mayest 

be clothed, and that the shame of thy nakedness do not appear."    
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This robe, woven in the loom of heaven, has in it not one thread of human 

devising.”—Christ’s Object Lessons, p. 311. 

“Jesus Christ is everything to us--the first, the last, the best in everything. 

Jesus Christ, His Spirit, His character, colors everything; it is the warp and 

the woof, the very texture of our entire being.” —The Faith I Live By, p. 150.  

8. How important is it for us to embrace God’s way of dress in all 

its dimensions in this period of Laodicea? Revelation 3:17, 18; 

16:15 

 

 

 

“The white robe of innocence was worn by our first parents when they 

were placed by God in holy Eden. They lived in perfect conformity to the 

will of God. All the strength of their affections was given to their heavenly 

Father. A beautiful soft light, the light of God, enshrouded the holy pair. 

This robe of light was a symbol of their spiritual garments of heavenly 

innocence. Had they remained true to God it would ever have continued to 

enshroud them. But when sin entered, they severed their connection with 

God, and the light that had encircled them departed. Naked and ashamed, 

they tried to supply the place of the heavenly garments by sewing together 

fig leaves for a covering.   

“This is what the transgressors of God's law have done ever since the day 

of Adam and Eve's disobedience. They have sewed together fig leaves to 

cover the nakedness caused by transgression. They have worn the 

garments of their own devising, by works of their own they have tried to 

cover their sins, and make themselves acceptable with God.” —Christ’s 

Object Lessons, pp. 310, 311. 

MEDITATION 

“By His perfect obedience He has made it possible for every human being 

to obey God's commandments. When we submit ourselves to Christ, the 

heart is united with His heart, the will is merged in His will, the mind 

becomes one with His mind, the thoughts are brought into captivity to 

Him; we live His life. This is what it means to be clothed with the garment 

of His righteousness. Then as the Lord looks upon us He sees, not the fig-



Second Half, Year 2021 113 

leaf garment, not the nakedness and deformity of sin, but His own robe of 

righteousness, which is perfect obedience to the law of Jehovah.” —Christ’s 

Object Lessons, p. 311. 
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LESSON 8                                            Sabbath, May 22, 2021 

God’s Way of Unity 

For ye are the temple of the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in 

them, and walk in them; and I will be their God, and they shall be my 

people.  2 Corinthians 6:16 

OBJECTIVES 

 To revisit the purpose behind God’s direction to build a 

sanctuary. 

 To contemplate once more the body sanctuary of Jesus to gain 

this purpose.  

 To glean the unity principle for the church by this sanctuary unity. 

TO DWELL AMONG THEM 

1. What reason did God give to Moses for wanting the Hebrews to 

make Him a sanctuary? Exodus 25:8 

 

 

“So to Israel, whom He desired to make His dwelling place, He revealed 

His glorious ideal of character. The pattern was shown them in the mount 

when the law was given from Sinai.” —The Faith I Live By, p. 192.  

2. Did God indicate that His desire to dwell and be in unity with His 

people included His knowledge of their sinfulness? 

Leviticus 26:11, 12 i.e. Psalm 68:18 
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“The Lord made a covenant with Israel that, if they would obey His 

commandments, He would give them rain in due season, the land should 

yield her increase, and the trees of the field should yield their fruit. He 

promised that their threshing should reach unto the vintage and the vintage 

unto the sowingtime, and that they should eat their bread to the full and 

dwell in their land safely. He would make their enemies to perish. He 

would not abhor them, but would walk with them and would be their God, 

and they should be His people.” —Testimonies for the Church Vol. 2, p. 661. 

3. Why did God want to dwell among the rebellious and sinful? 

Leviticus 26:13; Matthew 1:23, 21 i.e. Ezekiel 43:7-11 

 

 

 

 

“Since Jesus came to dwell with us, we know that God is acquainted with 

our trials, and sympathizes with our griefs. Every son and daughter of 

Adam may understand that our Creator is the friend of sinners. For in 

every doctrine of grace, every promise of joy, every deed of love, every 

divine attraction presented in the Saviour's life on earth, we see "God with 

us."” —The Desire of Ages, p. 24. 

CHRIST’S BODY SANCTUARY 

4. From the answer to question three in Matthew, did Jesus align 

Himself with the Hebrew sanctuary designed as God’s medium to 

dwell among them? John 2:18-21 

 

 

 

“God commanded Moses for Israel, "Let them make Me a sanctuary; that I 

may dwell among them" (Exodus 25:8), and He abode in the sanctuary, in 

the midst of His people. Through all their weary wandering in the desert, 

the symbol of His presence was with them. So Christ set up His tabernacle 

in the midst of our human encampment. He pitched His tent by the side of 
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the tents of men, that He might dwell among us, and make us familiar with 

His divine character and life. "The Word became flesh, and tabernacled 

among us (and we beheld His glory, glory as of the Only Begotten from 

the Father), full of grace and truth."” —The Desire of Ages, p. 23.   

5. In an in-depth study of the sanctuary and the nature of Christ, 

will this develop an abhorrence of sin and unity with God? 

Hebrews 10:19-23; 9:11-14; Romans 8:2-4 

 

 

 

 

“The atonement of Christ is not a mere skillful way to have our sins 

pardoned; it is a divine remedy for the cure of transgression and the 

restoration of spiritual health. It is the Heaven-ordained means by which 

the righteousness of Christ may be not only upon us but in our hearts and 

characters.” —S.D.A. Bible Commentary Vol. 6, p. 1074.  

CHRIST IN YOU 

6. By Christ placing His threshold by our threshold in His 

atonement, becoming flesh and tabernacling among us, does this 

convey God’s way of unity to us? Colossians 1:27; Ephesians 5:30 

 

 

 

“Divine culture brings perfection. If in connection with God the work is 

carried forward, the human agent, through Christ, will day by day gain 

victory and honor in the battle. Through the grace given he will overcome, 

and will be placed on vantage ground. In his relation to Christ he will be 

bone of His bone, flesh of His flesh, one with Christ in a peculiar 

relationship, because Christ took the humanity of man. He became subject 

to temptation, endangering as it were, His divine attributes. Satan sought, 

by the constant and curious devices of his cunning, to make Christ yield to 
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temptation. Man must pass over the ground over which Christ has passed. 

As Christ overcame every temptation which Satan brought against Him, so 

man is to overcome. And those who strive earnestly to overcome are 

brought into a oneness with Christ that the angels in heaven can never 

know.” —S.D.A. Bible Commentary Vol. 7, p. 926. 

7. By recognising the Hebrew sanctuary in its parrallel with the 

heavenly and the body of Christ, do we realise the extension of 

this to a unity with another temple? 2 Corinthians 6:16; 

Ephesians 2:19-22 

 

 

 

“The church on earth is God's temple, and it is to assume divine 

proportions before the world. This building is to be the light of the world. 

It is to be composed of living stones laid close together, stone fitting to 

stone, making a solid building. All these stones are not of the same shape 

or dimension. Some are large and some are small, but each one has its own 

place to fill. In the whole building there is not to be one misshapen stone. 

Each one is perfect. And each stone is a living stone, a stone that emits 

light. The value of the stones is determined by the light they reflect to the 

world.    

“The church on earth is to become the court of holy love. . . . Christian 

fellowship is one means by which character is formed. Thus selfishness is 

purged from the life, and men and women are drawn to Christ, the great 

center. Thus is answered His prayer that His followers may be one as He is 

one with the Father.” —In Heavenly Places, p. 281.    

“Christ, the true foundation, is a living stone; His life is imparted to all that 

are built upon Him. "Ye also, as living stones, are built up a spiritual 

house." "Each several building, fitly framed together, groweth into a holy 

temple in the Lord."  The stones became one with the foundation; for a 

common life dwells in all. That building no tempest can overthrow; for--  

"That which shares the life of God, With Him surviveth all."” —Thoughts 

from the Mount of Blessing, p. 150. 



Second Half, Year 2021 118 

8. As God’s temple on earth, is the church to demonstrate God’s 

way of unity as intended by the Hebrew temple? John 17:20-23 

 

 

 

“After the great disappointment there were few who set themselves to seek 

the Word with all their heart. But some souls would not settle down in 

discouragement and deny that the Lord had led them. To these the truth 

was opened point by point, and entwined with their most hallowed 

recollections and sympathies. The searchers after truth felt that the 

identification of Christ with their nature and interest was complete. Truth 

was made to shine forth, beautiful in its simplicity, dignified with a power 

and invested with an assurance unknown before the disappointment. We 

could then proclaim the message in unity.” —Selected Messages Vol. 2, p. 109    

“Thus will the truth be brought into practical life, and thus will be 

answered the prayer of Christ, uttered just before His humiliation and 

death: "That they all may be one; as Thou, Father, art in Me, and I in Thee, 

that they also may be one in Us: that the world may believe that Thou hast 

sent Me." John 17:21. The love of Christ, the love of our brethren, will 

testify to the world that we have been with Jesus and learned of Him. Then 

will the message of the third angel swell to a loud cry, and the whole earth 

will be lightened with the glory of the Lord.” —Testimonies for the Church 

Vol. 6, p. 401. 
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LESSON 9                                            Sabbath, May 29, 2021 

God’s Way of Music 

Make a joyful noise unto God, all ye lands: sing forth the honour of his 

name: make his praise glorious.  Psalm 66:1, 2 

OBJECTIVES 

 To examine the science of sound and its interpretation for 

acceptable heavenly music. 

 To identify the link of the Hebrew sanctuary with heaven’s 

sanctuary in reference to music and song. 

 To locate the source of music and song foreign to God’s way, or 

style. 

INTERPRETATION OF ACCEPTABLE SOUND 

1. How are the sounds of music and song received by the human 

brain and assessed as attractive or repulsive? Exodus 32:17-19 

 

 

 

 

“To make the impulses reaching it meaningful, the brain relies upon the 

stored memories within its millions of cell networks; not just sound 

memories but visual memories, memories of taste and smell and touch. By 

comparing and contrasting and rejecting information, the brain forms an 

integrated mental picture. Exactly what sequences and combinations of 

sound and sight etc. will mean to an individual depends entirely upon his 

personal past experiences.” —Time, Atlas of the Body (1980), p. 87. 
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2. Have the personal past experiences of humanity gathered a 

sequence of sounds to their enjoyment which don’t please God? 

Amos 5:21-26 

 

 

“Young persons assemble to sing, and, although professed Christians, 

frequently dishonor God and their faith by their frivolous conversation and 

their choice of music. Sacred music is not congenial to their taste. I was 

directed to the plain teachings of God's Word, which have been passed by 

unnoticed. In the judgment all these words of inspiration will condemn 

those who have not heeded them.” —The Voice in Speech and Song, p. 421.   

“Let none suppose that they can live a life of selfishness, and then, having 

served their own interests, enter into the joy of their Lord. In the joy of 

unselfish love they could not participate. They would not be fitted for the 

heavenly courts. They could not appreciate the pure atmosphere of love 

that pervades heaven. The voices of the angels and the music of their harps 

would not satisfy them. To their minds the science of heaven would be as 

an enigma.” —Christ’s Object Lessons, p. 364.   

SANCTUARY MUSIC 

3. Besides the furniture of the Hebrew sanctuary depicting the 

heavenly, how else was the heavenly sanctuary symbolised in the 

earthly? Exodus 36:8, 35-37 

 

 

 

 

“The tabernacle was composed of two apartments, separated by a curtain, 

or vail. All the furniture of the tabernacle was made of solid gold, or plated 

with gold. The curtains of the tabernacle were of a variety of colors, most 

beautifully arranged, and in these curtains were wrought, with threads of 

gold and silver, cherubim, which were to represent the angelic host, who 
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are connected with the work of the heavenly sanctuary and who are 

ministering angels to the saints upon the earth.” —The Story of Redemption, 

p. 154. 

4. In their heavenly service, is music and song part of the angels’ 

activity around the throne of God? Revelation 5:11, 12; 19:1, 6 

 

 

 

“I saw the beauty of heaven. I heard the angels sing their rapturous songs, 

ascribing praise, honor, and glory to Jesus. I could then realize something 

of the wondrous love of the Son of God.” —The Voice in Speeck and Song, 

p. 427. 

“I have been shown the order, the perfect order, of heaven, and have been 

enraptured as I listened to the perfect music there. After coming out of 

vision, the singing here has sounded very harsh and discordant. I have seen 

companies of angels, who stood in a hollow square, everyone having a 

harp of gold. At the end of the harp was an instrument to turn to set the 

harp or change the tunes. Their fingers did not sweep over the strings 

carelessly, but they touched different strings to produce different sounds. 

There is one angel who always leads, who first touches the harp and strikes 

the note, then all join in the rich, perfect music of heaven. It cannot be 

described. It is melody, heavenly, divine, while from every countenance 

beams the image of Jesus, shining with glory unspeakable.” —Testimonies 

for the Church Vol. 1, p. 146.  

5. How did God respond to the music of the dedication of Solomon’s 

temple showing His appreciation of His way of music?                  

2 Chronicles 5:13, 14 

 

 

“The sacred choir lifted their voices in praise to God, and the melody of 

their voices was accompanied by all kinds of musical instruments. And 

while the courts of the temple resounded with praise, the cloud of God's 
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glory took possession of the house, as it had formerly filled the wilderness 

tabernacle.” —S.D.A. Bible Commentary Vol. 2, p. 1030. 

GOD’S WAY PERVERTED 

6. Which of the angels was specially created to lead the heavenly 

choirs in God’s way of music? Ezekiel 28:13 (last part)-15 

 

 

 

“Could he be again as he was when he was pure, true, and loyal, gladly 

would he yield up the claims of his authority. But he was lost! beyond 

redemption, for his presumptuous rebellion! And this was not all; he had 

led others to rebellion and to the same lost condition with himself--angels, 

who had never thought to question the will of Heaven or refuse obedience 

to the law of God till he had put it into their minds, presenting before them 

that they might enjoy a greater good, a higher and more glorious liberty.” 
—The Story of Redemption, p. 25.   

7. When Satan fell, did God’s way of music become perverted by 

him? Ezekiel 28:17, 18; Genesis 4:21, (examine context) 

 

 

 

“The greatness and power with which the Creator endowed Lucifer, he has 

perverted; yet when it suits his purpose, he can impart to men sentiments 

that are enchanting. Satan can inspire his agents with thoughts that appear 

elevating and noble. Did he not come to Christ with quotations of Scripture 

when he designed to overthrow Him with specious temptations? It is thus 

that he comes to men, disguising his temptations under an appearance of 

goodness and making them believe him to be the friend rather than the 

enemy of humanity. In this way he has deceived and seduced the race, 

beguiling them with subtle temptations, bewildering them with specious 

deceptions.” —Christ Triumphant, p. 27. 
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“Satan had been Lucifer, the light-bearer, the sharer of God's glory in 

heaven, and second to Jesus in power and majesty. In the words of 

inspiration he is described as the one who "sealest up the sum, full of 

wisdom, and perfect in beauty." But Lucifer had perverted the beauty and 

power with which he was endowed by the Creator, and his light had 

become darkness. When through his rebellion he was cast out of heaven, 

he determined to make man his victim, and the earth his kingdom. He cast 

the blame of his rebellion upon Christ, and in determined hatred of God, 

sought to wound Him through the fall of man. In the happiness and peace 

of Eden, he beheld a vision of the bliss that he had forever lost, and he 

determined to excite in the hearts of God's creatures the same bitterness 

that he himself felt, so that their songs of praise and thanksgiving might be 

turned to reproach against their Maker.” —The Bible Echo, November 1, 1892.  

MEDITATION 

“Music forms a part of God's worship in the courts above, and we should 

endeavor, in our songs of praise, to approach as nearly as possible to the 

harmony of the heavenly choirs. The proper training of the voice is an 

important feature in education, and should not be neglected. Singing, as a 

part of religious service, is as much an act of worship as is prayer. The 

heart must feel the spirit of the song, to give it right expression.” —Christian 

Education, p. 62. 
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LESSON 10                                           Sabbath, June 5, 2021 

God’s Way of Judging 

The meek will he guide in judgment: and the meek will he teach his way. 

Psalm 25:9 

OBJECTIVES 

 To consider the judgement represented by the typical day of 

atonement. 

 To learn and understand righteous judgement by God’s example.  

 To realise that it is given to believers to make sound judgements.  

ATONEMENT DAY OF JUDGEMENT 

1. In our study of the day of atonement cleansing of the sanctuary, 

did we recognise that it was a day of judgement for the Hebrews? 

Leviticus 16:29, 30 

 

 

“"And Aaron shall lay both his hands upon the head of the live goat, and 

confess over him all the iniquities of the children of Israel, and all their 

transgressions in all their sins, putting them upon the head of the goat, and 

shall send him away by the hand of a fit man into the wilderness: and the 

goat shall bear upon him all their iniquities into a land not inhabited." Not 

until the goat had been thus sent away did the people regard themselves as 

freed from the burden of their sins. Every man was to afflict his soul while 

the work of atonement was going forward. All business was laid aside, and 

the whole congregation of Israel spent the day in solemn humiliation 

before God, with prayer, fasting, and deep searching of heart.” —Patriarchs 

and Prophets, p. 355. 

“Many have their hearts filled with the love of self. They are not aware 

that the great heavenly Artist is taking cognizance of every act, every 

word; that their deportment, and even the thoughts and intents of the heart, 
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stand faithfully delineated; and that old and young will have the faithful 

picture presented to them in all its deformity at the execution of the 

judgment. Those vain, frivolous words are all written in the book.” 
—The Signs of the Times, May 1, 1884.   

2. How does Scripture describe the antitypical day of atonement ? 

Daniel 8:14; 7:9, 10, 13, 14; 1 Timothy 5:24; Revelation 14:6, 7 

 

 

 

 

“If your name is registered in the Lamb's book of life, then all will be well 

with you. Be ready and anxious to confess your faults and forsake them, 

that your mistakes and sins may go beforehand to judgment and be blotted 

out.” —The Faith I Live By, p. 210.  

3. What is this kind of judgement called? Psalm 26:2;  

2 Corinthians 13:5 

  

 

“As anciently the sins of the people were by faith placed upon the sin 

offering and through its blood transferred, in figure, to the earthly 

sanctuary, so in the new covenant the sins of the repentant are by faith 

placed upon Christ and transferred, in fact, to the heavenly sanctuary. And 

as the typical cleansing of the earthly was accomplished by the removal of 

the sins by which it had been polluted, so the actual cleansing of the 

heavenly is to be accomplished by the removal, or blotting out, of the sins 

which are there recorded. But before this can be accomplished, there must 

be an examination of the books of record to determine who, through 

repentance of sin and faith in Christ, are entitled to the benefits of His 

atonement. The cleansing of the sanctuary therefore involves a work of 

investigation--a work of judgment. This work must be performed prior to 

the coming of Christ to redeem His people; for when He comes, His 

reward is with Him to give to every man according to his works.” 
—The Great Controversy, p. 421.  
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“It is while men are still dwelling upon the earth that the work of 

investigative judgment takes place in the courts of heaven. The lives of all 

His professed followers pass in review before God. All are examined 

according to the record of the books of heaven, and according to his deeds 

the destiny of each is forever fixed.” —Christ’s Object Lessons, p. 310.   

FOLLOWING GOD’S EXAMPLE 

4. What is God investigating in the investigative judgement? 

Romans 2:16; 8:1-4 

 

 

 

“As the books of record are opened in the judgment, the lives of all who 

have believed on Jesus come in review before God.     

“All who have truly repented of sin, and by faith claimed the blood of 

Christ as their atoning sacrifice, have had pardon entered against their 

names in the books of heaven; as they have become partakers of the 

righteousness of Christ, and their characters are found to be in harmony 

with the law of God, their sins will be blotted out, and they themselves will 

be accounted worthy of eternal life. The Lord declares, by the prophet 

Isaiah: "I, even I, am He that blotteth out thy transgressions for Mine own 

sake, and will not remember thy sins." Isaiah 43:25. Said Jesus: "He that 

overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white raiment; and I will not blot 

out his name out of the book of life, but I will confess his name before My 

Father, and before His angels." "Whosoever therefore shall confess Me 

before men, him will I confess also before My Father which is in heaven. 

But whosoever shall deny Me before men, him will I also deny before My 

Father which is in heaven."” —The Great Controversy, p. 483.    

5. How did Jesus demonstrate this kind of investigation? 

Matthew 18:23-35 
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“The pardon granted by this king represents a divine forgiveness of all sin. 

Christ is represented by the king, who, moved with compassion, forgave 

the debt of his servant. Man was under the condemnation of the broken 

law. He could not save himself, and for this reason Christ came to this 

world, clothed His divinity with humanity, and gave His life, the just for 

the unjust. He gave Himself for our sins, and to every soul He freely offers 

the blood-bought pardon. "With the Lord there is mercy, and with Him is 

plenteous redemption."  

“Here is the ground upon which we should exercise compassion toward 

our fellow sinners. "If God so loved us, we ought also to love one another." 

1 John 4:11. "Freely ye have received," Christ says, "freely give." Matthew 

10:8.” —Christ’s Object Lessons, pp. 244, 245.  

FOLLOWING GOD’S EXAMPLE 

6. Learning from the demonstration of question five, is it given to 

God’s children to make judgements? 1 Corinthians 5:12, 13; 

16:1-3 

 

 

 

“Christians should not appeal to civil tribunals to settle differences that 

may arise among church members. Such differences should be settled 

among themselves, or by the church, in harmony with Christ's instruction. 

Even though injustice may have been done, the follower of the meek and 

lowly Jesus will suffer himself "to be defrauded" rather than open before 

the world the sins of his brethren in the church.” —The Acts of the Apostles, 

p. 305.     

7. Who are the ones assigned to make judgements?  

1 Corinthians 6:4, 5; Psalm 25:9 
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“Moses "was very meek, above all the men which were upon the face of 

the earth," and this is why he was granted divine wisdom and guidance 

above all others. Says the Scripture, "The meek will he guide in judgment: 

and the meek will he teach his way". The meek are guided by the Lord, 

because they are teachable, willing to be instructed.” —Conflict and Courage, 

p. 105.  

8. How does the meek and lowly Jesus give the example to guide the 

meek in judgement? John 5:30; 8:15, 16 

 

 

 

“Continual devotion and piety establish so close a relation between Jesus 

and His disciple that the Christian becomes like Him in mind and 

character. After association with the Son of God the humble follower of 

Christ is found to be a person of sound principle, clear perception, and 

reliable judgment. He has a connection with God, the Source of light and 

understanding.” —That I May Know Him, p 124. 

9. What is the characteristic of this kind of judgement?  

Isaiah 11:3, 4 i.e. John 7:24 

 

 

 

“God looks at the heart, not at the words or profession. The externals do 

not weigh with God as with men. A humble heart and a contrite spirit God 

values. Our Saviour is acquainted with the life conflicts of every soul. He 

judgeth not according to appearances, but righteously.” —Testimonies for the 

Church Vol. 2, p. 418.  

MEDITATION 

“Obtain an experimental knowledge of God by wearing the yoke of Christ. 

He gives wisdom to the meek and lowly, enabling them to judge of what is 

truth, bringing to light the why and wherefore, pointing out the result of 
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certain actions. The Holy Spirit teaches the student of the Scriptures to 

judge all things by the standard of righteousness and truth and justice. The 

divine revelation supplies him with the knowledge that he needs.” 
—Counsels on Health, p. 371. 
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LESSON 11                                         Sabbath, June 12, 2020 

God’s Internet Surveillance 

The eyes of the LORD are in every place, beholding the evil and the good. 

Proverbs 15:3 

OBJECTIVES 

 To compare the inanimate symbolic sanctuary with the animate 

real one.   

 To study the living interactivity of the heavenly creatures with 

humanity.  

 To comprehend the living reality of the cleansing of the heavenly 

sanctuary since 1844. 

A MODEL OF THE HEAVENLY SANCTUARY 

1. How does Inspiration link the Hebrew sanctuary with the 

heavenly? Exodus 25:8, 9, 40; Hebrews 8:4, 5 

 

 

 

“John says that he saw the sanctuary in heaven. That sanctuary, in which 

Jesus ministers in our behalf, is the great original, of which the sanctuary 

built by Moses was a copy.” —Counsels for the Church, p. 347.  

2. As the Hebrew sanctuary and its furniture was built by man, who 

created the heavenly sanctuary? Hebrews 8:1, 2; 9:11. And what 

was the nature of God’s furniture in contrast to that of the 

Hebrews? Hebrews 10:19, 20 
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“The heavenly temple, the abiding place of the King of kings, where 

"thousand thousands ministered unto Him, and ten thousand times ten 

thousand stood before Him" Daniel 7:10, that temple filled with the glory 

of the eternal throne, where seraphim, its shining guardians, veil their faces 

in adoration—no earthly structure could represent its vastness and its 

glory. Yet important truths concerning the heavenly sanctuary and the 

great work there carried forward for man's redemption were to be taught by 

the earthly sanctuary and its services.” —Counsels for the Church, p. 347. 

3. What scriptures indicate the living nature of the furniture of 

God’s sanctuary? 

1. Candlestick — Revelation 1:12, 13. i.e. 20 (last part); 4:5; 11:3, 

4. i.e. Zechariah 4:1-3, 11-14 

2. Altar of incense and ark of the covenant — Ezekiel 1:4-6, 13, 

15, 16, 19-26; 10:1, 2 

 

 

 

 

“The earthly sanctuary was built by Moses according to the pattern shown 

him in the mount. It was "a figure for the time then present, in which were 

offered both gifts and sacrifices;" its two holy places were "patterns of 

things in the heavens;" Christ, our great High Priest, is "a minister of the 

sanctuary, and of the true tabernacle, which the Lord pitched, and not 

man." Hebrews 9:9, 23; 8:2. As in vision the apostle John was granted a 

view of the temple of God in heaven, he beheld there "seven lamps of fire 

burning before the throne."   

“Here the prophet was permitted to behold the first apartment of the 

sanctuary in heaven; and he saw there the "seven lamps of fire" and the 

"golden altar" represented by the golden candlestick and the altar of 

incense in the sanctuary on earth. Again, "the temple of God was opened" 

…, and he looked within the inner veil, upon the holy of holies. Here he 

beheld "the ark of His testament" Revelation 11:19, represented by the 

sacred chest constructed by Moses to contain the law of God.” —Counsels 

for the Church, p. 347.  
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“There were wheels within wheels in an arrangement so complicated that 

at first sight they appeared to Ezekiel to be all in confusion. But when they 

moved, it was with beautiful exactness and in perfect harmony. Heavenly 

beings were impelling these wheels, and, above all, upon the glorious 

sapphire throne, was the Eternal One; while round about the throne was the 

encircling rainbow, emblem of grace and love. Overpowered by the 

terrible glory of the scene, Ezekiel fell upon his face, when a voice bade 

him arise and hear the word of the Lord. Then there was given him a 

message of warning for Israel.” —Testimonies for the Church Vol. 5, p. 751.    

LIVING SANCTUARY ACTIVITY 

4. Recognising the living nature of the altar of incense and the ark 

of the covenant in heaven, what important detail is revealed upon 

the living creatures and the wheels? Ezekiel 10:12; 1:18 

 

 

5. While in the symbolic sanctuary service, sins were transferred by 

blood to the altar of incense, how are they transferred to the 

heavenly living altar? And what living recording is there 

revealed? 2 Chronicles 16:9 (first section); Proverbs 15:3; 

Revelation 8:3; 6:9-11 

 

 

 

“All is recorded in heaven. Page after page the history of our life 

experience is written, with the motives that prompted us to action. All will 

appear as a real life-picture.” —The Review and Herald, January 13, 1891. 

“As the artist transfers to the canvas the features of the face, so the features 

of each individual character are transferred to the books of heaven. God 

has a perfect photograph of every man's character, and this photograph He 

compares with His law. He reveals to man the defects that mar his life, and 

calls upon him to repent and turn from sin.” —S.D.A. Bible Commentary Vol. 5, 

p. 1085. 
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6. What description of internal activity of those creatures below 

God’s throne is also described in human beings? Ezekiel 1:13; 

Proverbs 20:27; Psalm 18:28; Jeremiah 17:1 

 

 

 

 ACTIVITIES OF CLEANSING 

7. As the internal sinful condition of man is recorded in the internal 

organism of heaven’s creatures, what happens during the 

cleansing of the sanctuary? Isaiah 6:5-7; Ezekiel 10:2, 6, 7;  

Isaiah 4:4 

 

 

 

“Their robes must be spotless, their characters must be purified from sin 

by the blood of sprinkling. Through the grace of God and their own 

diligent effort, they must be conquerors in the battle with evil. While the 

investigative judgment is going forward in heaven, while the sins of 

penitent believers are being removed from the sanctuary, there is to be a 

special work of purification, of putting away of sin, among God's people 

upon earth.” ---The Faith I Live By, p. 337     

“By His law He measures the character of every man. As the artist 

transfers to the canvas the features of the face, so the features of each 

individual character are transferred to the books of heaven. God has a 

perfect photograph of every man's character, and this photograph He 

compares with His law. He reveals to man the defects that mar his life, and 

calls upon him to repent and turn from sin.” ---S.D.A. Bible Commentary Vol. 5,  

p. 1085     

8. Do we recognise that all heaven and earth is linked together by 

an internet web style of connectivity?  
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“But not to any class is Christ's love restricted. He identifies Himself with 

every child of humanity. That we might become members of the heavenly 

family, He became a member of the earthly family. He is the Son of man, 

and thus a brother to every son and daughter of Adam. His followers are 

not to feel themselves detached from the perishing world around them. 

They are a part of the great web of humanity; and Heaven looks upon them 

as brothers to sinners as well as to saints. The fallen, the erring, and the 

sinful, Christ's love embraces; and every deed of kindness done to uplift a 

fallen soul, every act of mercy, is accepted as done to Him.” —The Desire of 

Ages, p. 638. 

“The church of God below is one with the church of God above. Believers 

on the earth and the beings in heaven who have never fallen constitute one 

church. Every heavenly intelligence is interested in the assemblies of the 

saints who on earth meet to worship God. In the inner court of heaven they 

listen to the testimony of the witnesses for Christ in the outer court on 

earth, and the praise and thanksgiving from the worshipers below is taken 

up in the heavenly anthem, and praise and rejoicing sound through the 

heavenly courts because Christ has not died in vain for the fallen sons of 

Adam. While angels drink from the fountainhead, the saints on earth drink 

of the pure streams flowing from the throne, the streams that make glad the 

city of our God. Oh, that we could all realize the nearness of heaven to 

earth! When the earthborn children know it not, they have angels of light 

as their companions. A silent witness guards every soul that lives, seeking 

to draw that soul to Christ. As long as there is hope, until men resist the 

Holy Spirit to heir eternal ruin, they are guarded by heavenly intelligences. 

Let us all bear in mind that in every assembly of the saints below are 

angels of God, listening to the testimonies, songs, and prayers. Let us 

remember that our praises are supplemented by the choirs of the angelic 

host above.” —Testimonies for the Church Vol. 6, p. 366.    
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LESSON 12                                         Sabbath, June 19, 2020 

Presiding Influence 
of the Sanctuary 

For in the time of trouble he shall hide me in his pavilion: in the secret of 

his tabernacle shall he hide me; he shall set me up upon a rock. 

                                                                                                Psalm 27:5 

OBJECTIVES 

 To assess by summary the subject of the sanctuary we have 

studied. 

 To realise the serious connotations evoked by the details in this 

subject.  

 To resolve to keep what we have studied as a presiding influence 

upon us. 

THE ALL-COMPREHENSIVE SUBJECT 

1. From the studies of the past, can we confidently say that the 

Hebrew sanctuary and its services was a prophetic description of 

the gospel? Hebrews 8:4, 5; 10:1 

 

 

 

“In patriarchal times the sacrificial offerings connected with divine 

worship constituted a perpetual reminder of the coming of a Saviour, and 

thus it was with the entire ritual of the sanctuary services throughout 

Israel's history. In the ministration of the tabernacle, and of the temple that 

afterward took its place, the people were taught each day, by means of 

types and shadows, the great truths relative to the advent of Christ as 

Redeemer, Priest, and King; and once each year their minds were carried 

forward to the closing events of the great controversy between Christ and 
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Satan, the final purification of the universe from sin and sinners. The 

sacrifices and offerings of the Mosaic ritual were ever pointing toward a 

better service, even a heavenly. The earthly sanctuary was "a figure for the 

time then present," in which were offered both gifts and sacrifices; its two 

holy places were "patterns of things in the heavens;" for Christ, our great 

High Priest, is today "a minister of the sanctuary, and of the true 

tabernacle, which the Lord pitched, and not man."” —Prophets and Kings, 

p. 684. 

2. Besides a symbolic prophecy of the gospel, what else did the 

earthly sanctuary typify? John 2:19, 21; 1 Corinthians 6:19 

 

 

 

“Every soul who truly believes the truth will have corresponding works. 

All will be earnest and solemn, and unwearied in their efforts to win souls 

to Christ. If the truth is first planted deep I their own souls, then they will 

seek to plant it in the hearts of others. The truth is kept altogether too much 

in the outer court. Bring it into the inner temple of the soul, enthrone it in 

the hearts, and let it control the life.” —Testimonies for the Church Vol. 5, 

p. 547.    

“Those who have a hold of the truth theoretically, with their finger tips as 

it were, who have not brought its principles into the inner sanctuary of the 

soul, but have kept the vital truth in the outer court, will see nothing sacred 

in the past history of this people which has made them what they are, and 

has established them as earnest, determined, missionary workers in the 

world.” —Selected Messages Book 2, p. 388.    

3. What is the ultimate climax of the subject of the sanctuary most 

relevant for us living at this time? Daniel 8:14 

 

 

“From the Holy of Holies, there goes on the grand work of instruction. The 

angels of God are communicating to men. Christ officiates in the 

sanctuary. We do not follow Him into the sanctuary as we should. Christ 
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and angels work in the hearts of the children of men. The church above 

united with the church below is warring the good warfare upon the earth. 

There must be a purifying of the soul here upon the earth, in harmony with 

Christ's cleansing of the sanctuary in heaven.   

“God's people are now to have their eyes fixed on the heavenly sanctuary, 

where . . . our great High Priest . . . is interceding for His people.”  
—Maranatha, p. 249. 

SOLEMN AND SERIOUS MATERIAL 

4. In the light of the material addressed in questions one to three, 

how does Inspiration admonish us to diligently apply ourselves to 

these things? Acts 3:19-21; Hebrews 2:1-3 

 

 

 

“The truth should have a controlling power over your conscience and your 

understanding, presiding over word and deed.” —Spalding and Magan 

Collection, p. 94.   

“The subject of the sanctuary and the investigative judgment should be 

clearly understood by the people of God. All need a knowledge for 

themselves of the position and work of their great High Priest. Otherwise, 

it will be impossible for them to exercise the faith which is essential at this 

time, or to occupy the position which God designs them to fill. Every 

individual has a soul to save or to lose. Each has a case pending at the bar 

of God. Each must meet the great Judge face to face. How important, then, 

that every mind contemplate often the solemn scene when the judgment 

shall sit and the books shall be opened, when, with Daniel, every 

individual must stand in his lot, at the end of the days.” —Evangelism, p. 221. 

5. How intensely has heaven been active in illuminating God’s 

people in reference to the truths contained in the sanctuary 

message? Revelation 7:1-3 
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“I saw angels hurrying to and fro in heaven, descending to the earth, and 

again ascending to heaven, preparing for the fulfillment of some important 

event. Then I saw another mighty angel commissioned to descend to the 

earth, to unite his voice with the third angel, and give power and force to 

his message. Great power and glory were imparted to the angel, and as he 

descended, the earth was lightened with his glory.” —The Story of 

Redemption, p. 399. 

6. In reference to the restitution of all things, have we seen that 

Christ’s work in the sanctuary verily applies? Psalm 77:13; 

Isaiah 58:12 

 

 

 

“The subject of the sanctuary was the key which unlocked the mystery of 

the disappointment of 1844. It opened to view a complete system of truth, 

connected and harmonious, showing that God's hand had directed the great 

advent movement and revealing present duty as it brought to light the 

position and work of His people.” —The Great Controversy, p. 423. 

“After the great disappointment there were few who set themselves to seek 

the Word with all their heart. But some souls would not settle down in 

discouragement and deny that the Lord had led them. To these the truth 

was opened point by point, and entwined with their most hallowed 

recollections and sympathies. The searchers after truth felt that the 

identification of Christ with their nature and interest was complete. Truth 

was made to shine forth, beautiful in its simplicity, dignified with a power 

and invested with an assurance unknown before the disappointment. We 

could then proclaim the message in unity.” —Selected Messages Book 2, p. 109.  

7. Did the sanctuary truth reveal the importance of the ten 

commandments and the Sabbath? Deuteronomy 10:5 

 

 

“In the ark was the golden pot of manna, Aaron’s rod that budded, and the 

tables of stone, which folded together like a book. Jesus opened them, and 
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I saw the ten commandments written on them with the finger of God. On 

one table were four, and on the other six. The four on the first table shone 

brighter than the other six. But the fourth, the Sabbath commandment, 

shone above them all; for the Sabbath was set apart to be kept in honor of 

God’s holy name. The holy Sabbath looked glorious—a halo of glory was 

all around it.” —To Be Like Jesus, p. 159. 

8. What final conclusion does the sanctuary service portray for the 

entire universe? Psalm 73:17; 27:5 

 

 

 

“In patriarchal times the sacrificial offerings connected with divine 

worship constituted a perpetual reminder of the coming of a Saviour, and 

thus it was with the entire ritual of the sanctuary services throughout 

Israel's history. In the ministration of the tabernacle, and of the temple that 

afterward took its place, the people were taught each day, by means of 

types and shadows, the great truths relative to the advent of Christ as 

Redeemer, Priest, and King; and once each year their minds were carried 

forward to the closing events of the great controversy between Christ and 

Satan, the final purification of the universe from sin and sinners.” 
—Prophets and Kings, p. 684. 

PRESIDING INFLUENCE 

9. What place should God’s way in the sanctuary have in our lives 

which Satan wants to prevent? 

 

 

“As you make a full surrender of your will to God's will, your way to 

God's way, you will learn of Him who is meek and lowly in heart, and will 

find rest unto your soul. A calm confidence will preside over you. . . . You 

will experience more and more clearly the sense of an ever-present, all-

pervading Saviour. This will give the soul power . . . , which the changing 

circumstances of earth cannot undermine. It plants the feet upon a solid 

rock.” —Lift Him Up, p. 252. 



Second Half, Year 2021 140 

“The truth as it is in Jesus must sanctify their souls. Its deep, living 

principles must preside over thought and word and action.” —The Signs of 

the Times, December 17, 1896. 

“Satan is striving continually to bring in fanciful suppositions in regard to 

the sanctuary, degrading the wonderful representations of God and the 

ministry of Christ for our salvation into something that suits the carnal 

mind. He removes its presiding power from the hearts of believers, and 

supplies its place with fantastic theories invented to make void the truths of 

the atonement, and destroy our confidence in the doctrines which we have 

held sacred since the third angel's message was first given. Thus he would 

rob us of our faith in the very message that has made us a separate people, 

and has given character and power to our work.” —Counsels to Writers and 

Editors, p. 53. 
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LESSON 13                                         Sabbath, June 26, 2020 

Cut Out Without Hands 

Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy 

priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus 

Christ.  1 Peter 2:5 

OBJECTIVES 

 To consider another temple symbolised by the Hebrew sanctuary. 

 To appreciate the meaning of this temple also “not made with 

hands.” 

 To see the connection of this temple with the rock cut out without 

hands. 

ANOTHER TEMPLE 

1. Is there another temple in antitype besides the heavenly temple 

and the body temple of Jesus and each believer?  

2 Corinthians 6:16 

 

 

 

“The church on earth is God's temple, and it is to assume divine 

proportions before the world.”—In Heavenly Places, p. 281. 

2. How does Inspiration connect the words of God to Moses, to 

build a sanctuary for Him to dwell in, with the church? 

Exodus 25:8; Matthew 18:20 
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“Christ makes His church a beautiful temple for God. "Where two or three 

are gathered together in My name," He declared, "there am I in the midst 

of them" (Matthew 18:20). His church is the court of holy life, filled with 

varied gifts, and endowed with the Holy Spirit. Appropriate duties are 

assigned by Heaven to each member of the church on earth, and all are to 

find their happiness in the happiness of those whom they help and bless.” 
—Mind, Character, and Personality Vol. 2,  p. 645.     

“God has a church. It is not the great cathedral, neither is it the national 

establishment, neither is it the various denominations; it is the people who 

love God and keep His commandments. "Where two or three are gathered 

together in my name, there am I in the midst of them" (Matthew 18:20). 

Where Christ is even among the humble few, this is Christ's church, for the 

presence of the High and Holy One who inhabiteth eternity can alone 

constitute a church.” —The Upward Look, p. 315.   

NOT MADE WITH HANDS 

3. Is there a connection of the church on earth, a temple, with the 

temple cited in Hebrews 9:24? Hebrews 12:22-24 

 

 

 

 

“The church of God below is one with the church of God above. Believers 

on the earth and the beings in heaven who have never fallen constitute one 

church. Every heavenly intelligence is interested in the assemblies of the 

saints who on earth meet to worship God. In the inner court of heaven they 

listen to the testimony of the witnesses for Christ in the outer court on 

earth, and the praise and thanksgiving from the worshipers below is taken 

up in the heavenly anthem, and praise and rejoicing sound through the 

heavenly courts because Christ has not died in vain for the fallen sons of 

Adam. While angels drink from the fountainhead, the saints on earth drink 

of the pure streams flowing from the throne, the streams that make glad the 

city of our God.” —Counsels for the Church, p. 240. 
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4. Can we discern a precious comfort from the fact that although 

there may only be two or three in one place, yet by their 

connection with heaven they are a temple for God’s dwelling 

place? Jeremiah 3:14, 15 

 

 

 

“The place of worship may be very humble, but it is no less acknowledged 

by God. To those who worship God in spirit and in truth and in the beauty 

of holiness it will be as the gate of heaven. The company of believers may 

be few in number, but in God's sight they are very precious. By the cleaver 

of truth they have been taken as rough stones from the quarry of the world 

and have been brought into the workshop of God to be hewed and shaped. 

But even in the rough they are precious in the sight of God. The ax, the 

hammer, and the chisel of trial are in the hands of One who is skillful; they 

are used, not to destroy, but to work out the perfection of every soul. As 

precious stones, polished after the similitude of a palace, God designs us to 

find a place in the heavenly temple.” —Testimonies for the Church Vol. 6, p. 363.   

5. As over the centuries the church has accumulated a membership 

from little companies in different places, how has Inspiration 

expressed this accumulation? Zechariah 6:12, 13;  

Ephesians 2:19-22 

 

 

 

 

“Not by the decisions of courts or councils or legislative assemblies, not by 

the patronage of worldly great men, is the kingdom of Christ established, 

but by the implanting of Christ's nature in humanity through the work of 

the Holy Spirit. "As many as received Him, to them gave He power to 

become the sons of God, even to them that believe on His name: which 

were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, 

but of God." John 1:12, 13. Here is the only power that can work the 
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uplifting of mankind. And the human agency for the accomplishment of 

this work is the teaching and practicing of the word of God.” —The Desire of 

Ages, p. 509. 

THE ROCK CUT OUT WITHOUT HANDS 

6. What description is given of the building of this temple without 

hands by the teaching and practice of the word of God?  

1 Peter 2:5; Ephesians 2:20, 21 

 

 

 

“The church on earth is God's temple, and it is to assume divine 

proportions before the world. This building is to be the light of the world. 

It is to be composed of living stones laid close together, stone fitting to 

stone, making a solid building. All these stones are not of the same shape 

or dimension. Some are large and some are small, but each one has its own 

place to fill. In the whole building there is not to be one misshapen stone. 

Each one is perfect. And each stone is a living stone, a stone that emits 

light. The value of the stones is determined by the light they reflect to the 

world.” —In Heavenly Places, p. 281. 

7. As this temple is built up of individual stones upon the foundation 

of Christ, what does this temple become? Ephesians 4:11, 12, 16; 

Isaiah 56:6, 7 

 

 

 

“Christ, the true foundation, is a living stone; His life is imparted to all that 

are built upon Him. "Ye also, as living stones, are built up a spiritual 

house." "Each several building, fitly framed together, groweth into a holy 

temple in the Lord." The stones became one with the foundation; for a 

common life dwells in all. That building no tempest can overthrow; for--  

"That which shares the life of God, With Him surviveth all."” —Thoughts 

from the Mount of Blessing, p. 150. 
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8. What is written of this fusion of many stones into one Rock 

forming one mountain? Daniel 2:34, 44, 45 

 

 

 

“And on "whomsoever it shall fall, it will grind him to powder." The 

people who rejected Christ were soon to see their city and their nation 

destroyed. Their glory would be broken, and scattered as the dust before 

the wind. And what was it that destroyed the Jews? It was the rock which, 

had they built upon it, would have been their security. It was the goodness 

of God despised, the righteousness spurned, the mercy slighted. Men set 

themselves in opposition to God, and all that would have been their 

salvation was turned to their destruction. All that God ordained unto life 

they found to be unto death. In the Jews' crucifixion of Christ was involved 

the destruction of Jerusalem. The blood shed upon Calvary was the weight 

that sank them to ruin for this world and for the world to come. So it will 

be in the great final day, when judgment shall fall upon the rejecters of 

God's grace. Christ, their rock of offense, will then appear to them as an 

avenging mountain. The glory of His countenance, which to the righteous 

is life, will be to the wicked a consuming fire. Because of love rejected, 

grace despised, the sinner will be destroyed.” —The Desire of Ages, p. 600. 

MEDITATION 

“Now is the time for the stones to be taken from the quarry of the world 

and brought into God's workshop, to be hewed, squared, and polished, that 

they may shine. This is God's plan, and He desires all who profess to 

believe the truth to fill their respective places in the great, grand work for 

this time.  

“The angelic architect has brought his golden measuring rod from heaven, 

that every stone may be hewed and squared by the divine measurement, 

and polished to shine as an emblem of heaven, radiating in all directions 

the bright, clear beams of the Sun of Righteousness.” —In Heavenly Places, 

p. 281. 

 

 


