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 SECTION 1  
 

STAGES OF 
DEVELOPMENT 

 

 



 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

Introduction 

URING the next six months we will be occupied with the subject of 

God’s church leading to its final manifestation as His church 

triumphant. In this first section we will explore Inspiration in its 

description of God’s church in the progressive periods from the Old 

Testament clear through to its triumphant entry into heaven. 

It is a puzzling phenomenon that in each period throughout history those 

who have been declared as God’s visible church have deteriorated into 

apostasy from which only a remnant of faithful souls have passed on the 

relay baton to the next generation. Sadly as each period passes, this 

phenomenon is repeated until we reach the close of earth’s history when 

once again only a small remnant remain as God’s church. As we near this 

final conclusion at this time we have the following testimony of Jesus to 

verify the experience. 

 “The Lord Jesus will always have a chosen people to serve Him. When 

the Jewish people rejected Christ, the Prince of life, He took from them the 

kingdom of God and gave it unto the Gentiles. God will continue to work 

on this principle with every branch of His work. When a church proves 

unfaithful to the word of the Lord, whatever their position may be, 

however high and sacred their calling, the Lord can no longer work with 

them. Others are then chosen to bear important responsibilities. But, if 

these in turn do not purify their lives from every wrong action, if they do 

not establish pure and holy principles in all their borders, then the Lord 

will grievously afflict and humble them and, unless they repent, will 

remove them from their place and make them a reproach.” –The Upward 

Look, p. 131. 

This phenomenon is our study in this section, and may God fill us with 

the resolve to learn the lesson well that to be members of the church 

triumphant we will engage earnestly to “purify our lives from every wrong 

action.” 

 

D 
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LESSON 1                                              Sabbath, July 7, 2018 

 

 December 31, 2016 

a 

The Old Testament Church 

I have likened the daughter of Zion to a comely and delicate woman. 

Jeremiah 6:2 

OBJECTIVES 

 To set the stage of God’s church by the study of it in the Old 

Testament.  

 To let Inspiration describe God’s affectionate bonds to His 

church. 

 To recognise the symbol by which His church is identified 

through all time. 

ZION – GOD’S PEOPLE 

1. What is the term used in the Old Testament to identify God’s 

people? Isaiah 51:16; Joel 2:32; Micah 4:8 

 

 

 

 

2. How else are the people of God described in the Old Testament? 

Psalm 149:1, 2; 148:14; Ezekiel 34:30, 31 
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“God desired to make of His people Israel a praise and a glory. Every 

spiritual advantage was given them. God withheld from them nothing 

favorable to the formation of character that would make them 

representatives of Himself.” –Counsels on Health, p. 204. 

“Yet God had chosen Israel. He had called them to preserve among men 

the knowledge of His law, and of the symbols and prophecies that pointed 

to the Saviour. He desired them to be as wells of salvation to the world. 

What Abraham was in the land of his sojourn, what Joseph was in Egypt, 

and Daniel in the courts of Babylon, the Hebrew people were to be among 

the nations. They were to reveal God to men.” –The Desire of Ages, p. 27. 

SACRED BONDS 

3. With what affectionate terms did God express His relationship 

with Israel? Isaiah 43:1-4 

 

 

 

“From a race of slaves the Israelites had been exalted above all peoples to 

be the peculiar treasure of the King of kings. God had separated them 

from the world, that He might commit to them a sacred trust. He had 

made them the depositaries of His law, and He purposed, through them, 

to preserve among men the knowledge of Himself. Thus the light of 

heaven was to shine out to a world enshrouded in darkness, and a voice 

was to be heard appealing to all peoples to turn from their idolatry to 

serve the living God. If the Israelites would be true to their trust, they 

would become a power in the world. God would be their defense, and He 

would exalt them above all other nations. His light and truth would be 

revealed through them, and they would stand forth under His wise and 

holy rule as an example of the superiority of His worship over every form 

of idolatry.” –Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 314. 

4. Are there any other words of inspiration by which the sacred 

bonds of God with His people are described? Psalm 78:68;  

132:13-16; Deuteronomy 32:9, 10; Zechariah 2:7, 8, 10; 
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MARRIAGE RELATIONSHIP 

5. In His relationship with Israel, how did God describe them? 

Jeremiah 6:2; Jeremiah 31:3, 4; Ezekiel 16:7, 8 

 

 

 

6. What did God mean with entering into a covenant with her? 

Ezekiel 16:8 (last part); Jeremiah 3:14 

 

 

 

“In the Bible the sacred and enduring character of the relation that exists 

between Christ and His church is represented by the union of marriage. 

The Lord has joined His people to Himself by a solemn covenant, He 

promising to be their God, and they pledging themselves to be His and 

His alone. He declares: "I will betroth thee unto Me forever; yea, I will 

betroth thee unto Me in righteousness, and in judgment, and in loving-

kindness, and in mercies." Hosea 2:19. And, again: "I am married unto 

you." Jeremiah 3:14. And Paul employs the same figure in the New 

Testament when he says: "I have espoused you to one husband, that I 

may present you as a chaste virgin to Christ." 2 Corinthians 11:2.” –The 

Great Controversy, p. 381. 

7. Give a scriptural description of the time of such a marriage. 

Isaiah 61:10; 62:5; Ezekiel 16:9-14 
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“In both the Old and the New Testament, the marriage relation is 

employed to represent the tender and sacred union that exists between 

Christ and His people. To the mind of Jesus the gladness of the wedding 

festivities pointed forward to the rejoicing of that day when He shall 

bring home His bride to the Father’s house, and the redeemed with the 

Redeemer shall sit down to the marriage supper of the Lamb. He says, 

"As the bridegroom rejoiceth over the bride, so shall thy God rejoice over 

thee." "Thou shalt no more be termed Forsaken; . . . but thou shalt be 

called My Delight; . . . for the Lord delighteth in thee." "He will rejoice 

over thee with joy; He will rest in His love, He will joy over thee with 

singing." Isaiah 62:5, 4, margin; Zephaniah 3:17. When the vision of 

heavenly things was granted to John the apostle, he wrote: "I heard as it 

were the voice of a great multitude, and as the voice of many waters, and 

as the voice of mighty thunderings, saying, Alleluia: for the Lord God 

omnipotent reigneth. Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honor to Him: 

for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and His wife hath made herself 

ready." "Blessed are they which are called unto the marriage supper of 

the Lamb.” Revelation 19:6, 7, 9.” –The Desire of Ages, p. 151. 

NOTES 
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LESSON 2                                            Sabbath, July 14, 2018 

Two Houses Of Israel 

And he shall be for a sanctuary; but for a stone of stumbling and for a 

rock of offence to both the houses of Israel, for a gin and for a snare to 

the inhabitants of Jerusalem. Isaiah 8:14 

OBJECTIVES 

 To study the reason for the split of ten tribes of Israel. 

 To show that a church once faithful is dismissed as God’s church 

when it deliberately rejects God’s will. 

 To learn that the relationship of marriage with God is annulled by 

adulterous behaviour. 

DEMISE OF TEN TRIBES 

1. As the twelve tribes of Israel constituted God’s church in the 

beginning, how was this united state compromised? 1 Kings 

11:31-35 

 

 

 

“The prophet had spoken plainly regarding the necessity for a division of 

the kingdom. God had declared that this division must take place, 

because "they have forsaken me, and have worshiped Ashtoreth the 

goddess of the Zidonians, Chemosh the god of the Moabites, and Milcom 

the god of the children of Ammon, and have not walked in my ways, to 

do that which is right in mine eyes, and to keep my statutes and my 

judgments, as did David his father."” –The Review and Herald, July 3, 1913. 
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2. Did King Jeroboam and his ten tribes become totally corrupted 

and thus cease to constitute part of God’s church? 1 Kings 13:33, 

34 

 

 

 

“The apostasy introduced during Jeroboam’s reign became more and 

more marked, until finally it resulted in the utter ruin of the kingdom of 

Israel. Even before the death of Jeroboam, Ahijah, the aged prophet at 

Shiloh who many years before had predicted the elevation of Jeroboam to 

the throne, declared: "The Lord shall smite Israel, as a reed is shaken in 

the water, and He shall root up Israel out of this good land, which He 

gave to their fathers, and shall scatter them beyond the river, because 

they have made their groves, provoking the Lord to anger. And He shall 

give Israel up because of the sins of Jeroboam, who did sin, and who 

made Israel to sin." 1 Kings 14:15, 16.” –Prophets and Kings, p. 107. 

3. Is this in keeping with the declarations of God’s relationship 

principles? Psalm 81:11-13; 2 Chronicles 15:1, 2; 1 Chronicles 

28:9 

 

 

 

 

“The dying charge of David to his son Solomon, with its warning and 

promise, is placed on record for the benefit of both parents and children. 

Parents should faithfully guard the feet of the inexperienced youth, and 

educate and train them to fear and love God, and to serve him with 

undivided heart. The youth are to heed the admonitions that come down 

to them in the sacred records through the ages to our time, that they may 

be wise in heavenly wisdom. "The Lord is with you, while ye be with 

him; and if ye seek him, he will be found of you; but if ye forsake him, 

he will forsake you." This was written to Israel at a time when it is 
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recorded that Israel had been without "the true God, and without a 

teaching priest, and without law." But "when they in their trouble did turn 

unto the Lord God of Israel, and sought him, he was found of them."” –
The Youth’s Instructor, November 22, 1894. 

“Yet the Lord did not give Israel up without first doing all that could be 

done to lead them back to their allegiance to Him. Through long, dark 

years when ruler after ruler stood up in bold defiance of Heaven and led 

Israel deeper and still deeper into idolatry, God sent message after 

message to His backslidden people. Through His prophets He gave them 

every opportunity to stay the tide of apostasy and to return to Him. 

During the years that were to follow the rending of the kingdom, Elijah 

and Elisha were to live and labor, and the tender appeals of Hosea and 

Amos and Obadiah were to be heard in the land. Never was the kingdom 

of Israel to be left without noble witnesses to the mighty power of God to 

save from sin. Even in the darkest hours some would remain true to their 

divine Ruler and in the midst of idolatry would live blameless in the sight 

of a holy God. These faithful ones were numbered among the goodly 

remnant through whom the eternal purpose of Jehovah was finally to be 

fulfilled.” –Prophets and Kings, p. 108. 

4. In His association of the ten tribes with Ephraim, what can we 

understand is behind God’s rejection of them? Hosea 4:17 

 

“From generation to generation the Lord bore with his wayward children, 

until he could do no more for them. "O Ephraim," he cried, "what shall I 

do unto thee? O Judah, what shall I do unto thee? for your goodness is as 

a morning cloud, and as the early dew it goeth away." Hosea 6:4. 

“The evils that had overspread the land and permeated all classes of 

society, had become incurable, and upon Israel was pronounced the dread 

sentence, "Ephraim is joined to idols: let him alone." Hosea 4:17. "The 

days of visitation are come, the days of recompense are come; Israel shall 

know it." Hosea 9:7. "They shall be as the morning cloud, and as the 

early dew that passeth away, as the chaff that is driven with the 

whirlwind out of the floor, and as the smoke out of the chimney." Hosea 

13:3.” –The Review and Herald, February 5, 1914. 
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DEMISE OF JUDAH 

5. Did Judah follow in the same steps as the ten tribes? Isaiah 3:8;  

Matthew 23:37, 38; Jeremiah 23:39, 40 

 

 

 

“Divine pity marked the countenance of the Son of God as He cast one 

lingering look upon the temple and then upon His hearers. In a voice 

choked by deep anguish of heart and bitter tears He exclaimed, "O 

Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, and stonest them 

which are sent unto thee, how often would I have gathered thy children 

together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye 

would not!" This is the separation struggle. In the lamentation of Christ the 

very heart of God is pouring itself forth. It is the mysterious farewell of the 

long-suffering love of the Deity.” –The Desire of Ages, p. 620. 

6. How do we know that both the houses of Israel would reject God 

and thus be rejected? Isaiah 8:14; 2 Kings 21:14, 15 

 

 

 

“The parable of the two sons was followed by the parable of the 

vineyard. In the one, Christ had set before the Jewish teachers the 

importance of obedience. In the other, He pointed to the rich blessings 

bestowed upon Israel, and in these showed God’s claim to their 

obedience. He set before them the glory of God’s purpose, which through 

obedience they might have fulfilled. Withdrawing the veil from the 

future, He showed how, by failure to fulfill His purpose, the whole nation 

was forfeiting His blessing, and bringing ruin upon itself.” –Christ’s Object 

Lessons, p. 284. 
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ADULTEROUS DIVORCE 

7. As God’s relationship with His church, Israel, was symbolised by 

marriage, what was the declaration of His rejection of her?  

Ezekiel 23:1-7, 11-13 

 

 

 

“The unfaithfulness of the church to Christ in permitting her confidence 

and affection to be turned from Him, and allowing the love of worldly 

things to occupy the soul, is likened to the violation of the marriage vow. 

The sin of Israel in departing from the Lord is presented under this 

figure; and the wonderful love of God which they thus despised is 

touchingly portrayed: "I sware unto thee, and entered into a covenant 

with thee, saith the Lord God, and thou becamest Mine." "And thou wast 

exceeding beautiful and thou didst prosper into a kingdom. And thy 

renown went forth among the heathen for thy beauty: for it was perfect 

through My comeliness, which I had put upon thee. . . . But thou didst 

trust in thine own beauty, and playedst the harlot because of thy renown." 

"As a wife treacherously departeth from her husband, so have ye dealt 

treacherously with Me, O house of Israel, saith the Lord;" "as a wife that 

committeth adultery, which taketh strangers instead of her husband!" 

Ezekiel 16:8, 13-15, 32; Jeremiah 3:20.” –The Great Controversy, p. 381. 

8. Is there any suggestion from Inspiration that God would divorce 

and seek another wife? Jeremiah 3:6-8; Isaiah 50:1; Romans 

9:25, 26  

 

 

 

“The Lord Jesus will always have a chosen people to serve Him. When 

the Jewish people rejected Christ, the Prince of life, He took from them 

the kingdom of God and gave it unto the Gentiles. God will continue to 
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work on this principle with every branch of His work.” –Last Day Events, p. 

59. 

“The Lord says, "Shall I not visit for these things?" Jeremiah 5:9. 

Because they failed of fulfilling God’s purpose, the children of Israel 

were set aside, and God’s call was extended to other peoples. If these too 

prove unfaithful, will they not in like manner be rejected?” –Christ’s Object 

Lessons, p. 304. 

MEDITATION 

“But "see that ye refuse not Him that speaketh." Hebrews 12:25. Jesus 

said, "None of those men which were bidden shall taste of My supper." 

They had rejected the invitation, and none of them were to be invited 

again. In rejecting Christ, the Jews were hardening their hearts, and giving 

themselves into the power of Satan so that it would be impossible for them 

to accept His grace. So it is now. If the love of God is not appreciated and 

does not become an abiding principle to soften and subdue the soul, we are 

utterly lost. The Lord can give no greater manifestation of His love than 

He has given. If the love of Jesus does not subdue the heart, there are no 

means by which we can be reached. 

“Every time you refuse to listen to the message of mercy, you strengthen 

yourself in unbelief. Every time you fail to open the door of your heart to 

Christ, you become more and more unwilling to listen to the voice of Him 

that speaketh. You diminish your chance of responding to the last appeal of 

mercy. Let it not be written of you, as of ancient Israel, "Ephraim is joined 

to idols; let him alone." Hosea 4:17. Let not Christ weep over you as He 

wept over Jerusalem, saying, "How often would I have gathered thy 

children together, as a hen doth gather her brood under her wings, and ye 

would not! Behold, your house is left unto you desolate." Luke 13:34, 35.” 

–Christ’s Object Lessons, pp. 236, 237. 

“I know the danger of those who refuse to walk in the light as God gives it. 

They bring upon themselves the terrible crisis of being left to follow their 

own ways, to do after their own judgment. The conscience becomes less 

and less impressible. The voice of God seems to become more and more 

distant, and the wrongdoer is left to his own infatuation. In stubbornness he 

resists every appeal, despises all counsel and advice, and turns from every 

provision made for his salvation. . . . The Spirit of God no longer exerts a 
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restraining power over him, and the sentence is passed, "He is joined to 

idols; let him alone" (see Hosea 4:17). . . . This is the process through 

which the soul passes that rejects the working of the Holy Spirit.” –That I 

May Know Him, p. 243. 

NOTES 
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LESSON 3                                            Sabbath, July 21, 2018 

A Remnant Of Israel 

Except the Lord of hosts had left unto us a very small remnant, we should 

have been as Sodom, and we should have been like unto Gomorrah. 

Isaiah 1:9 

OBJECTIVES 

 To study the phenomenon of a remnant of faithful people that 

exist in a corrupted church. 

 To show how God uses the faithful remnant in each generation to 

keep the Hebrew church afloat.  

 To observe the remnant that existed when the Jewish church 

finally was rejected. 

A FAITHFUL REMNANT 

1. In the study of the Old Testament church, with its continual 

history of apostasy, are there a nucleus of genuine, loyal people 

within by which God can continue to rule there? Zephaniah 3:1-5, 

12-15 

 

 

 

2. Name some of these faithful souls throughout the history of 

Israel? Hebrews 11:32-40 
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“Sacred history presents many illustrations of the results of true 

education. It presents many noble examples of men whose characters 

were formed under divine direction, men whose lives were a blessing to 

their fellow men and who stood in the world as representatives of God. 

Among these are Joseph and Daniel, Moses, Elisha, and Paul—the 

greatest statesmen, the wisest legislator, one of the most faithful of 

reformers, and except Him who spoke as never man spake, the most 

illustrious teacher that this world has known.” –Conflict and Courage, p. 366. 

“The Lord keeps a complete list of His workers, and in Bible history He 

has given us the names of a few. Among those who were faithful 

stewards are Abraham, Joseph, Moses, Elijah, Daniel, Nehemiah, John, 

and Paul. . . . The workers in the vineyard of the Lord have the example 

of the good of all ages to stimulate them. They have to encourage them 

the love of God, the ministration of angels, the sympathy of Jesus, and 

the hope of winning precious souls to shine forever as stars in their crown 

of rejoicing.” –Sons and Daugthers of God, p. 279. 

3. Although Israel and Judah as a nation failed to fulfil God’s 

purpose, how would His purpose be accomplished? Joel 2:32; 

Isaiah 14:24 

 

 

 

“The work of restoration and reform carried on by the returned exiles, 

under the leadership of Zerubbabel, Ezra, and Nehemiah, presents a 

picture of a work of spiritual restoration that is to be wrought in the 

closing days of this earth’s history. The remnant of Israel were a feeble 

people, exposed to the ravages of their enemies; but through them God 

purposed to preserve in the earth a knowledge of Himself and of His law. 

They were the guardians of the true worship, the keepers of the holy 

oracles. Varied were the experiences that came to them as they rebuilt the 

temple and the wall of Jerusalem; strong was the opposition that they had 

to meet. Heavy were the burdens borne by the leaders in this work; but 

these men moved forward in unwavering confidence, in humility of 

spirit, and in firm reliance upon God, believing that He would cause His 
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truth to triumph. Like King Hezekiah, Nehemiah "clave to the Lord, and 

departed not from following Him, but kept His commandments. . . . And 

the Lord was with him." 2 Kings 18:6, 7.” –Prophets and Kings, p. 677. 

“Yet the Lord did not give Israel up without first doing all that could be 

done to lead them back to their allegiance to Him. Through long, dark 

years when ruler after ruler stood up in bold defiance of Heaven and led 

Israel deeper and still deeper into idolatry, God sent message after 

message to His backslidden people. Through His prophets He gave them 

every opportunity to stay the tide of apostasy and to return to Him. 

During the years that were to follow the rending of the kingdom, Elijah 

and Elisha were to live and labor, and the tender appeals of Hosea and 

Amos and Obadiah were to be heard in the land. Never was the kingdom 

of Israel to be left without noble witnesses to the mighty power of God to 

save from sin. Even in the darkest hours some would remain true to their 

divine Ruler and in the midst of idolatry would live blameless in the sight 

of a holy God. These faithful ones were numbered among the goodly 

remnant through whom the eternal purpose of Jehovah was finally to be 

fulfilled.” –Prophets and Kings, p. 108. 

GENERATIONS OF THE REMNANT 

4. During the demise of the ten tribes of Israel, is there anything to 

show that a faithful remnant existed among them? 1 Kings 19:14, 

18 

 

 

“"…Wot ye not what the Scripture saith of Elias? how he maketh 

intercession to God against Israel, saying, Lord, they have killed Thy 

prophets, and digged down Thine altars; and I am left alone, and they 

seek my life. But what saith the answer of God unto him? I have reserved 

to Myself seven thousand men, who have not bowed the knee to the 

image of Baal. Even so then at this present time also there is a remnant 

according to the election of grace."” –The Acts of the Apostles, p. 375. 
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5. Can it be shown that at all times throughout the history of Israel 

and Judah, only a remnant sustained God’s purpose for the 

nation? Ezekiel 14:21-23 

 

 

 

“"They forsook the Lord God of their fathers, which brought them out of 

the land of Egypt," "and guided them in the wilderness like a flock." 

"They provoked Him to anger with their high places, and moved Him to 

jealousy with their graven images." Therefore the Lord "forsook the 

tabernacle of Shiloh, the tent which He placed among them; and 

delivered His strength into captivity, and His glory into the enemy’s 

hand." Judges 2:12; Psalm 78:52, 58, 60, 61. Yet He did not utterly 

forsake His people. There was ever a remnant who were true to Jehovah; 

and from time to time the Lord raised up faithful and valiant men to put 

down idolatry and to deliver the Israelites from their enemies. But when 

the deliverer was dead, and the people were released from his authority, 

they would gradually return to their idols. And thus the story of 

backsliding and chastisement, of confession and deliverance, was 

repeated again and again.” –Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 545. 

6. Up to the time of the final rejection of Jerusalem and its people, 

were the faithful remnant the source of its preservation? Isaiah 

1:9 

 

 

“This was indeed a time of great peril for the chosen nation. Only a few 

short years, and the ten tribes of the kingdom of Israel were to be 

scattered among the nations of heathendom. And in the kingdom of Judah 

also the outlook was dark. The forces for good were rapidly diminishing, 

the forces for evil multiplying. The prophet Micah, viewing the situation, 

was constrained to exclaim: "The good man is perished out of the earth: 

and there is none upright among men." "The best of them is as a brier: the 

most upright is sharper than a thorn hedge." Micah 7:2, 4. "Except the 
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Lord of hosts had left unto us a very small remnant," declared Isaiah, "we 

should have been as Sodom, and . . . Gomorrah." Isaiah 1:9. 

“In every age, for the sake of those who have remained true, as well as 

because of His infinite love for the erring, God has borne long with the 

rebellious, and has urged them to forsake their course of evil and return 

to Him. "Precept upon precept; line upon line, . . . here a little, and there 

a little," through men of His appointment, He has taught transgressors the 

way of righteousness. Isaiah 28:10.” –Prophets and Kings, p. 324. 

THE TRANSITIONAL REMNANT 

7. Who were responsible to continue the Israel of God in its 

transition from national Israel to the Christian church? Romans 

11:1-5 

 

 

 

“Notwithstanding Israel’s failure as a nation, there remained among them 

a goodly remnant of such as should be saved. At the time of the Saviour’s 

advent there were faithful men and women who had received with 

gladness the message of John the Baptist, and had thus been led to study 

anew the prophecies concerning the Messiah. When the early Christian 

church was founded, it was composed of these faithful Jews who 

recognized Jesus of Nazareth as the one for whose advent they had been 

longing. It is to this remnant that Paul refers when he writes, "If the first 

fruit be holy, the lump is also holy: and if the root be holy, so are the 

branches."” –The Acts of the Apostles, p. 376. 

8. How was this remnant distributed to develop the Christian 

church outside of Jerusalem? Acts 8:1-4 
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“The one week—seven years—ended in A. D. 34. Then by the stoning of 

Stephen the Jews finally sealed their rejection of the gospel; the disciples 

who were scattered abroad by persecution "went everywhere preaching 

the word" (Acts 8:4); and shortly after, Saul the persecutor was 

converted, and became Paul, the apostle to the Gentiles.” –The Desire of 

Ages, p. 233. 

NOTES 
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LESSON 4                                            Sabbath, July 28, 2018 

The Woman of Revelation 12 

And there appeared a great wonder in heaven; a woman clothed with the 

sun, and the moon under her feet, and upon her head a crown of twelve 

stars. Revelation 12:1 

OBJECTIVES 

 To enlarge the study of the remnant of Judah in the time of Christ. 

 To identify this remnant by the woman in Revelation 12. 

 To recognise this woman in other scriptures. 

JUDAH’S REMNANT 

1. What was the condition of Israel at the time of Christ’s first 

advent? Luke 19:41-44 

 

 

 

“The message of salvation is communicated to men through human 

agencies. But the Jews had sought to make a monopoly of the truth which 

is eternal life. They had hoarded the living manna, and it had turned to 

corruption. The religion which they tried to shut up to themselves became 

an offense. They robbed God of His glory, and defrauded the world by a 

counterfeit of the gospel. They had refused to surrender themselves to 

God for the salvation of the world, and they became agents of Satan for 

its destruction.  

“The people whom God had called to be the pillar and ground of the truth 

had become representatives of Satan. They were doing the work that he 

desired them to do, taking a course to misrepresent the character of God, 
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and cause the world to look upon Him as a tyrant. The very priests who 

ministered in the temple had lost sight of the significance of the service 

they performed. They had ceased to look beyond the symbol to the thing 

signified. In presenting the sacrificial offerings they were as actors in a 

play. The ordinances which God Himself had appointed were made the 

means of blinding the mind and hardening the heart. God could do no 

more for man through these channels. The whole system must be swept 

away.” –The Desire of Ages, p. 36. 

2. Were there a faithful remnant that did know the time of their 

visitation? Luke 2:25-32, 36-38 

 

 

 

“Among the Jews there were yet steadfast souls, descendants of that holy 

line through whom a knowledge of God had been preserved. These still 

looked for the hope of the promise made unto the fathers. They 

strengthened their faith by dwelling upon the assurance given through 

Moses, "A Prophet shall the Lord your God raise up unto you of your 

brethren, like unto me; Him shall ye hear in all things whatsoever He 

shall say unto you." Acts 3:22. Again, they read how the Lord would 

anoint One "to preach good tidings unto the meek," "to bind up the 

brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives," and to declare the 

"acceptable year of the Lord." Isaiah 61:1, 2. They read how He would 

"set judgment in the earth," how the isles should "wait for His law," how 

the Gentiles should come to His light, and kings to the brightness of His 

rising. Isaiah 42:4; 60:3.” –The Desire of Ages, p. 34. 

3. Was the remnant more visible after Christ’s ascention? Acts 

1:12-14, 15 (brackets only) 
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“The first disciples went forth preaching the word. They revealed Christ 

in their lives. And the Lord worked with them, "confirming the word with 

signs following." Mark 16:20. These disciples prepared themselves for 

their work. Before the day of Pentecost they met together, and put away 

all differences. They were of one accord. They believed Christ’s promise 

that the blessing would be given, and they prayed in faith. They did not 

ask for a blessing for themselves merely; they were weighted with the 

burden for the salvation of souls. The gospel was to be carried to the 

uttermost parts of the earth, and they claimed the endowment of power 

that Christ had promised. Then it was that the Holy Spirit was poured 

out, and thousands were converted in a day.” –The Desire of Ages, p. 827. 

PROPHETIC IDENTIFICATION 

4. How did prophecy reveal this remnant as a continuation of God’s 

church of the Old Testament? Revelation 12:1 

 

 

“At what period in her history could the Church of Christ be properly 

represented as here described? Ans. At the opening of the gospel 

dispensation, and at no other time; for then the glory of this dispensation, 

like the light of the sun, had just risen upon her; the former or Mosaic 

dispensation, which like the moon, shone with a borrowed light, had just 

passed, and lay beneath her feet; and twelve inspired apostles, like a 

crown of twelve stars, graced the first organization of the gospel Church. 

To this period these representations can apply, but to no other. The 

prophet antedates this period a little by referring to the time when the 

Church, with long expectation, was awaiting the advent into this world of 

the glorious Redeemer, and represents the new dispensation as already 

opened, and the Christian Church organized as this was the condition in 

which Christ was to leave it at the conclusion of his brief earthly 

ministry.” –Uriah Smith, The Marvel of Nations, p. 97. 

5. In which other manner was this remnant prophetically 

described? Revelation 2:1-3; 6:1, 2 
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“In the days of the apostles the Christian believers were filled with 

earnestness and enthusiasm. So untiringly did they labor for their Master 

that in a comparatively short time, notwithstanding fierce opposition, the 

gospel of the kingdom was sounded to all the inhabited parts of the earth. 

The zeal manifested at this time by the followers of Jesus has been 

recorded by the pen of inspiration for the encouragement of believers in 

every age. Of the church at Ephesus, which the Lord Jesus used as a 

symbol of the entire Christian church in the apostolic age, the faithful and 

true Witness declared: [Revelation 2:2, 3 quoted].” –The Acts of the Apostles, 

p. 578. 

“The first symbol, a white horse, and the rider who bears a bow and to 

whom a crown is given, and who goes forth conquering and to conquer, 

is a fit emblem of the triumphs of the gospel in the first century of this 

dispensation. The whiteness of the horse denotes the purity of faith in 

that age; and the crown which was given to the rider, and his going forth 

conquering and to make still further conquests, the zeal and success with 

which the truth was promulgated by its earliest ministers. To this it is 

objected that the ministers of Christ and the progress of the gospel could 

not be properly represented by such warlike symbols. But we ask, By 

what symbols could the work of Christianity better be represented when 

it went forth as an aggressive principle against the huge systems of error 

with which it had at first to contend? The rider upon this horse went forth 

- where? His commission was unlimited. The gospel was to all the 

world.” –Uriah Smith, Daniel and The Revelation (1897), p. 432. 

6. Where else is there a description of this woman illumined by the 

sun and moon? Song of Solomon 6:9, 10 
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“Only as they were united with Christ could the disciples hope to have 

the accompanying power of the Holy Spirit and the co-operation of 

angels of heaven. With the help of these divine agencies they would 

present before the world a united front and would be victorious in the 

conflict they were compelled to wage unceasingly against the powers of 

darkness. As they should continue to labor unitedly, heavenly messengers 

would go before them, opening the way; hearts would be prepared for the 

reception of truth, and many would be won to Christ. So long as they 

remained united, the church would go forth "fair as the moon, clear as the 

sun, and terrible as an army with banners." Song of Solomon 6:10. 

Nothing could withstand her onward progress. The church would advance 

from victory to victory, gloriously fulfilling her divine mission of 

proclaiming the gospel to the world.” –The Acts of the Apostles, p. 90. 

7. Is there connected with this woman a history taking us to the very 

close of time? Revelation 12:1, 17 

 

 

 

“When trees without fruit are cut down as cumberers of the ground, when 

multitudes of false brethren are distinguished from the true, then the 

hidden ones will be revealed to view, and with hosannas range under the 

banner of Christ. Those who have been timid and self-distrustful will 

declare themselves openly for Christ and His truth. The most weak and 

hesitating in the church will be as David—willing to do and dare. The 

deeper the night for God’s people, the more brilliant the stars. Satan w ill 

sorely harass the faithful; but, in the name of Jesus, they will come off 

more than conquerors. Then will the church of Christ appear "fair as the 

moon, clear as the sun, and terrible as an army with banners."” –
Testimonies for the Church Vol. 5, p. 81. 

“When this work shall have been accomplished, the followers of Christ 

will be ready for His appearing. "Then shall the offering of Judah and 

Jerusalem be pleasant unto the Lord, as in the days of old, and as in 

former years." Malachi 3:4. Then the church which our Lord at His 

coming is to receive to Himself will be a "glorious church, not having 
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spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing." Ephesians 5:27. Then she will look 

"forth as the morning, fair as the moon, clear as the sun, and terrible as an 

army with banners." Song of Solomon 6:10.” –The Great Controversy, p. 425. 

NOTES 
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LESSON 5                                         Sabbath, August 4, 2018 
 

The Apostolic Church 

And they continued stedfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, 

and in breaking of bread, and in prayers. Acts 2:42 

OBJECTIVES 

 To study the rising of a church from the little faithful remnant out 

of the Jewish church. 

 To behold the spiritual condition and fellowship of this church. 

 To appreciate the importance of the benchmark set by this church 

for all time. 

FORMATION OF THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH 

1. Does Inspiration describe the rising of a new church fellowship? 

Acts 2:41-45 

 

 

2. How did Apostle Paul entitle this church, and what did the 

onlookers call this body of believers? Hebrews 12:22, 23; Acts 

11:26 

 

 

“It was in Antioch that the disciples were first called Christians. The 

name was given them because Christ was the main theme of their 

preaching, their teaching, and their conversation. Continually they were 

recounting the incidents that had occurred during the days of His earthly 

ministry, when His disciples were blessed with His personal presence. 
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Untiringly they dwelt upon His teachings and His miracles of healing. 

With quivering lips and tearful eyes they spoke of His agony in the 

garden, His betrayal, trial, and execution, the forbearance and humility 

with which He had endured the contumely and torture imposed upon Him 

by His enemies, and the Godlike pity with which He had prayed for those 

who persecuted Him. His resurrection and ascension, and His work in 

heaven as the Mediator for fallen man, were topics on which they 

rejoiced to dwell. Well might the heathen call them Christians, since they 

preached Christ and addressed their prayers to God through Him.” –The 

Acts of the Apostles, p. 157. 

3. In their rejection of the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, what 

did the Jewish church do to spread the church abroad? Acts 

8:1-4 

 

 

“Now, when the Jews were trying to destroy the infant church, 

Nicodemus came forward in its defense. No longer cautious and 

questioning, he encouraged the faith of the disciples and used his wealth 

in helping to sustain the church at Jerusalem and in advancing the work 

of the gospel. Those who in other days had paid him reverence, now 

scorned and persecuted him, and he became poor in this world’s goods; 

yet he faltered not in the defense of his faith.  

“The persecution that came upon the church in Jerusalem resulted in 

giving a great impetus to the work of the gospel. Success had attended 

the ministry of the word in that place, and there was danger that the 

disciples would linger there too long, unmindful of the Saviour’s 

commission to go to all the world. Forgetting that strength to resist evil is 

best gained by aggressive service, they began to think that they had no 

work so important as that of shielding the church in Jerusalem from the 

attacks of the enemy. Instead of educating the new converts to carry the 

gospel to those who had not heard it, they were in danger of taking a 

course that would lead all to be satisfied with what had been 

accomplished. To scatter His representatives abroad, where they could 

work for others, God permitted persecution to come upon them. Driven 
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from Jerusalem, the believers "went everywhere preaching the word."” –
The Acts of the Apostles, p. 105. 

FAITHFUL BEGINNINGS 

4. Does Inspiration reveal the spiritual nature of the early church? 

Acts 2:46, 47; 1 John 1:3, 4 

 

 

 

“When the Holy Spirit was poured out upon the early church, the 

brethren loved one another. "They . . . did eat their meat with gladness 

and singleness of heart, praising God, and having favor with all the 

people: and the Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved." 

Those primitive Christians were few in numbers, without wealth or 

honor, yet they exerted a mighty influence. The light of the world shone 

out from them. They were a terror to evildoers wherever their character 

and their doctrines were known. For this cause they were hated by the 

wicked and persecuted even unto death.” –Testimonies for the Church Vol. 5, 

p. 239. 

5. What was the term given to describe the pristine condition of the 

early church? 2 Corinthians 1:12 

 

 

“Our Master was a man of sorrows; He was acquainted with grief; and 

those who suffer with Him will reign with Him. When the Lord appeared 

to Saul in his conversion, He did not purpose to show him how much 

good he should enjoy, but what great things he should suffer for His 

name. Suffering has been the portion of the people of God from the days 

of the martyr Abel. The patriarchs suffered for being true to God and 

obedient to His commandments. The great Head of the church suffered 

for our sake; His first apostles and the primitive church suffered…” –
Testimonies for the Church Vol. 1, p. 78. 
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6. Are those early, primitive beginnings to be embraced in all 

subsequent periods of time? Jude 1:3; Jeremiah 6:16 

 

 

 

“Those who now embrace the truth have every advantage, especially in 

the accumulation of light and knowledge brought out in our publications. 

Past experiences, rich and varied, should now be appreciated in their true 

light. We know how hard the work moved at first, how many obstacles 

were arrayed against it, how few facilities were at the command of the 

pioneers in this cause to use in its advancement; but now all is changed, 

and the clear light is shining. If primitive Christianity could enter the 

hearts of all who claim to believe the truth, it would bring to them new 

life and power. The people who are in darkness would then see the 

contrast between truth and error, between the teachings of God’s word 

and the fables of superstition.” –Testimonies for the Church Vol. 5, p. 580. 

7. When and how is this primitive godliness to be revived? Joel 2:23, 

28-32 

 

 

 

“Before the final visitation of God’s judgments upon the earth, there will 

be, among the people of the Lord, such a revival of primitive godliness as 

has not been witnessed since apostolic times. The Spirit and power of 

God will be poured out upon His children. At that time many will 

separate themselves from those churches in which the love of this world 

has supplanted love for God and His Word. Many, both of ministers and 

people, will gladly accept those great truths which God has caused to be 

proclaimed at this time, to prepare a people for the Lord’s second 

coming. The enemy of souls desires to hinder this work; and before the 

time for such a movement shall come, he will endeavor to prevent it, by 

introducing a counterfeit. In those churches which he can bring under his 
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deceptive power, he will make it appear that God’s special blessing is 

poured out; there will be manifest what is thought to be great religious 

interest.” 

“All who are actively engaged in the cause of God, seeking to unveil the 

deceptions of the evil one and to present Christ before the people, will be 

able to join in the testimony of Paul, in which he speaks of serving the 

Lord with all humility of mind, with many tears and temptations.” –The 

Faith I Live By, pp. 326, 327. 

NOTES 
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LESSON 6                                         Sabbath, August 11, 2018 

The Body of Christ 

For as the body is one, and hath many members, and all the members of 

that one body, being many, are one body: so also is Christ. 1 Corinthians 

12:12 

OBJECTIVES 

 To appreciate that although Israel and any subsequent church 

bodies are discarded, there is one body of people that comprise 

God’s church. 

 To find comfort in this body when fallen churches discard the 

faithful remnant.  

 To come to understand the bond that unites God’s church through 

all time. 

ONE FAITHFUL CHURCH 

1. Having seen that Israel and the Jewish church lost their place 

through unfaithfulness, does God have a church at all times? 

Hebrews 12:22, 23; Romans 2:28, 29 

 

 

 

“Those who keep God’s commandments, those who live not by bread 

alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God, 

compose the church of the living God.” –S.D.A. Bible Commentary Vol. 7, p. 

949. 

2. How does Inspiration express the reality of such a church? 

Ephesians 4:4, 5 
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“The church is God’s fortress, His city of refuge, which He holds in a 

revolted world. Any betrayal of the church is treachery to Him who has 

bought mankind with the blood of His only-begotten Son. From the 

beginning, faithful souls have constituted the church on earth. In every 

age the Lord has had His watchmen, who have borne a faithful testimony 

to the generation in which they lived. These sentinels gave the message 

of warning; and when they were called to lay off their armor, others took 

up the work. God brought these witnesses into covenant relation with 

Himself, uniting the church on earth with the church in heaven. He has 

sent forth His angels to minister to His church, and the gates of hell have 

not been able to prevail against His people.” –The Acts of the Apostles, p. 11. 

3. How else is the church designated in Scripture? Genesis 3:15; 

Romans 16:20 

 

 

“There must be open and avowed enmity between the church and the 

serpent, between her seed and his seed.” –The Signs of the Times, August 26, 

1889. 

COMFORT IN SEPARATION 

4. Who does the seed of the woman first apply to? Galatians 3:16 

 

 

“Plain and specific prophecies had been given regarding the appearance 

of the Promised One. To Adam was given an assurance of the coming of 

the Redeemer. The sentence pronounced on Satan, "I will put enmity 

between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall 

bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel" (Genesis 3:15), was to our 

first parents a promise of the redemption to be wrought out through 

Christ. 
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“To Abraham was given the promise that of his line the Saviour of the 

world should come: "In thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be 

blessed." "He saith not, And to seeds, as of many; but as of one, And to 

thy seed, which is Christ." Genesis 22:18; Galatians 3:16.” –The Acts of the 

Apostles, p. 222. 

5. If the seed applies to Christ and also to the ongoing church from 

generation to generation, what blessed conclusion can be drawn 

between Christ and the church? Colossians 1:18; 1 Corinthians 

12:12, 27; Ephesians 4:15, 16 

 

 

 

“Christianity makes a strong bond of union between master and slave, 

king and subject, the gospel minister and the degraded sinner who has 

found in Christ cleansing from sin. They have been washed in the same 

blood, quickened by the same Spirit; and they are made one in Christ 

Jesus.” –The Acts of the Apostles, p. 460. 

6. As faithful souls from all ages comprise the body of Christ, can 

we who choose to be faithful today find the comfort of blessed 

union with all those before us? Hebrews 11:39, 40; 12:1; 1 John 

1:3, 4 

 

 

 

“Christ is the uniting link in the golden chain which binds believers 

together in God. There must be no separating in this great testing time. 

The people of God are, "fellow-citizens with the saints, and of the 

household of God; and are built upon the foundation of the apostles and 

prophet, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone; in whom all 

the building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy temple in the 

Lord"…. The children of God constitute one united whole in Christ, who 
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presents his cross as the center of attraction. All who believe are one in 

Him.” –Selected Messages Book 3, p. 21. 

7. In the history of God’s church, how were the faithful treated by 

their professed brethren? Isaiah 66:5 

 

 

 

“If we hope to wear the crown, we must expect to bear the cross. Our 

greatest trials will come from those who profess godliness. It was so with 

the world’s Redeemer; it will be so with his followers. I should doubt 

whether I were a child of God, if the world, or even all professed 

Christians, spoke well of me. Those who are in earnest to win the crown 

of eternal life need not be surprised or disheartened because at every step 

toward the heavenly Canaan they meet with obstacles and encounter 

trials. The opposition which Christ received came from his own nation, 

who would have been greatly blessed had they accepted him. In like 

manner the remnant church receive opposition from those who profess to 

be their brethren.” –The Review and Herald, August 28, 1883. 

8. What comforting words are chronicled for those who are 

separated by the corrupted church organisations? Isaiah 56:8; 

Psalm 147:1-3; Isaiah 66:2 (last half) 

 

 

 

“When our enemies try to place upon us the black robes of 

unrighteousness, let us not become exasperated at their injustice. When 

your efforts are falsified, when your motives and your works are painted 

in colors black as ink, remember those who were treated the same before 

you. How have the saints of God in ages past been maligned, traduced, 

and persecuted! For centuries their names were covered with infamy. All 

that the hosts of hell could do was done to heap reproach upon them as 

the vilest of men. But John in holy vision beholds the faithful souls that 
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come up out of great tribulation, surrounding the throne of God, clad in 

white robes, and crowned with immortal glory. What though they have 

been counted the offscouring of the earth? In the investigative Judgment 

their lives and characters are brought in review before God, and that 

solemn tribunal reverses the decision of their enemies. Their faithfulness 

to God and to his word stands revealed, and Heaven’s high honors are 

awarded them as conquerors in the strife with sin and Satan.” –The Review 

and Herald, August 28, 1883. 

NOTES 

.  
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LESSON 7                                       Sabbath, August 18, 2018 

The Seven Churches 

I am Alpha and Omega, the first and the last: … What thou seest, write in 

a book, and send it unto the seven churches which are in Asia. Revelation 

1:11 

OBJECTIVES 

 To study the prophetic meaning of the seven churches. 

 To understand the lesson of the remnant church displayed by the 

seven churches. 

 To recognise the repetition of the fall of Israel in each subsequent 

church. 

A PROPHETIC COVERAGE 

1. To whom is the entire book of Revelation addressed? Revelation 

1:4, 11. And who is addressing them? Revelation 1:11 

 

 

“It was Christ who bade the apostle record that which was to be opened 

before him. "What thou seest, write in a book," He commanded, "and 

send it unto the seven churches which are in Asia; unto Ephesus, and 

unto Smyrna, and unto Pergamos, and unto Thyatira, and unto Sardis, and 

unto Philadelphia, and unto Laodicea." "I am He that liveth, and was 

dead; and, behold, I am alive for evermore. . . . Write the things which 

thou hast seen, and the things which are, and the things which shall be 

hereafter; the mystery of the seven stars which thou sawest in My right 

hand, and the seven golden candlesticks. The seven stars are the angels of 

the seven churches: and the seven candlesticks which thou sawest are the 

seven churches." Revelation 1:11, 18-20.” –The Acts of the Apostles, p. 585. 
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2. Is there evidence that the seven literal churches in Asia minor, 

that no longer exist today, are exclusively addressed? Revelation 

1:3; 14:6, 12-16 

 

 

 

“The Lord Jesus sent a mighty angel to make plain to John, by the use of 

symbols, the things that were to come to pass until the coming of Christ. 

He was bidden to write the instruction in a book for the benefit of the 

seven churches. This writing we now have preserved in the book of 

Revelation, but this book is understood by only a very few. It contains 

the message for the last days, and we are to dwell much upon these 

prophecies.  

“Explaining scripture by scripture,—this is the work that should be done 

by all our ministers who are fully awake to the times in which we live. 

The Lord will guide his ministering servants. He will lead them in ways 

that they know not. They will bear aloft the lamp of life in the dark places 

of the earth, and hasten the coming of our King.” –The Review and Herald, 

February 14, 1907. 

3. Are the seven churches then symbolic? Hosea 12:10 

 

 

“The names of the seven churches are symbolic of the church in different 

periods of the Christian Era. The number 7 indicates completeness, and is 

symbolic of the fact that the messages extend to the end of time, while 

the symbols used reveal the condition of the church at different periods in 

the history of the world.” –The Acts of the Apostles, p. 585. 

 

A SINGULAR CHURCH 

4. Having seen that the number seven is symbolic of one church 

running through to the end of time, is it correct to conclude that 
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this church may pass through different denominations over the 

millennia? Ephesians 4:4-6 

 

 

 

“But the work was not to stop here. It was to be extended to the earth’s 

remotest bounds. To His disciples Christ said, You have been witnesses 

of My life of self-sacrifice in behalf of the world. You have witnessed 

My labors for Israel. Although they would not come unto Me that they 

might have life, although priests and rulers have done to Me as they 

listed, although they have rejected Me as the Scriptures foretold, they 

shall have still another opportunity of accepting the Son of God. You 

have seen that all who come to Me, confessing their sins, I freely receive. 

Him that cometh to Me I will in nowise cast out. All who will, may be 

reconciled to God, and receive everlasting life. To you, My disciples, I 

commit this message of mercy. It is to be given to Israel first, and then to 

all nations, tongues, and peoples. It is to be given to Jews and Gentiles. 

All who believe are to be gathered into one church.” –The Desire of Ages, p. 

821. 

5. How can this one church be identified? Matthew 28:19, 20; 

Hebrews 12:22, 23 

 

 

 

“The church of God below is one with the church of God above. 

Believers on the earth and the beings in heaven who have never fallen 

constitute one church. Every heavenly intelligence is interested in the 

assemblies of the saints who on earth meet to worship God. In the inner 

court of heaven they listen to the testimony of the witnesses for Christ in 

the outer court on earth, and the praise and thanksgiving from the 

worshipers below is taken up in the heavenly anthem, and praise and 

rejoicing sound through the heavenly courts because Christ has not died 

in vain for the fallen sons of Adam. While angels drink from the 



45 

First Half, Year 2018 

fountainhead, the saints on earth drink of the pure streams flowing from  

the throne, the streams that make glad the city of our God.” –Counsels for 

the Church, p. 240. 

6. Although members and ministers may be written in the church 

registers of certain denominational churches, does that mean that 

they are members of this one church? Luke 10:20; Hebrews 12:23 

(middle part) 

 

 

“There are many whose names are on the church books, but who are not 

under Christ’s rule. They are not heeding His instruction or doing His 

work. Therefore they are under the control of the enemy. They are doing 

no positive good; therefore they are doing incalculable harm. Because 

their influence is not a savor of life unto life, it is a savor of death unto 

death.” –Christ’s Object Lessons, p. 304. 

 “You may have your name upon the church books and claim to be a 

child of God, yet your example, your influence, misrepresents the 

character of Christ, and you lead others away from Him. There is no 

happiness, no peace or joy, to a professed believer whose whole soul is 

not enlisted in the work the Lord has given him to do. He is constantly 

bringing the world into the church, not by repentance and confession and 

surrender to God, but by surrendering more and more to the world, and 

engaging on Satan’s side in the battle rather than on Christ’s side.” –
Messages to Young People, p. 139. 

REPETITION OF ISRAEL’S DEFAULT 

7. In the study of the seven churches, do we see a parallel history to 

that of the rejection of the ten tribes and Judah? Isaiah 4:1; 

Revelation 17:3-5 
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“As the light and life of men was rejected by the ecclesiastical authorities 

in the days of Christ, so it has been rejected in every succeeding 

generation. Again and again the history of Christ’s withdrawal from 

Judea has been repeated. When the Reformers preached the word of God, 

they had no thought of separating themselves from the established 

church; but the religious leaders would not tolerate the light, and those 

that bore it were forced to seek another class, who were longing for the 

truth. In our day few of the professed followers of the Reformers are 

actuated by their spirit. Few are listening for the voice of God, and ready 

to accept truth in whatever guise it may be presented. Often those who 

follow in the steps of the Reformers are forced to turn away from the 

churches they love, in order to declare the plain teaching of the word of 

God. And many times those who are seeking for light are by the same 

teaching obliged to leave the church of their fathers, that they may render 

obedience.” –The Desire of Ages, p. 232. 

8. How is the one church in the seven periods exposed? Revelation 

2:7, 11, 17, 26; 3:5, 12, 21 

 

 

 

“Through the ages of moral darkness, through centuries of strife and 

persecution, the church of Christ has been as a city set on a hill. From age 

to age, through successive generations to the present time, the pure 

doctrines of the Bible have been unfolding within her borders. The 

church of Christ, enfeebled and defective though she may appear, is the 

one object on earth on which He bestows in a special sense His love and 

regard. The church is the theater of His grace, in which He delights to 

make experiments of mercy on human hearts.  

“The church is God’s fortress, His city of refuge, which He holds in a 

revolted world. Any betrayal of her sacred trust is treachery to Him who 

has bought her with the precious blood of His only begotten Son. All 
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down through the history of the world, faithful souls have constituted the 

church on earth.” –Our High Calling, p. 172. 

MEDITATION 

“The power of Christ, the crucified Saviour, to give eternal life, should 

be presented to the people. We should show them that the Old Testament 

is as verily the gospel in types and shadows as the New Testament is in 

its unfolding power. The New Testament does not present a new religion; 

the Old Testament does not present a religion to be superseded by the 

New. The New Testament is only the advancement and unfolding of the 

Old. Abel was a believer in Christ, and was as verily saved by His power 

as was Peter or Paul. Enoch was a representative of Christ as surely as 

was the beloved disciple John. Enoch walked with God, and he was not, 

for God took him. To him was committed the message of the second 

coming of Christ. "And Enoch also, the seventh from Adam, prophesied 

of these, saying, Behold, the Lord cometh with ten thousands of His 

saints, to execute judgment upon all." Jude 1:14, 15. The message 

preached by Enoch and his translation to heaven were a convincing 

argument to all who lived in his time. These things were an argument that 

Methuselah and Noah could use with power to show that the righteous 

could be translated.  

“That God who walked with Enoch was our Lord and Saviour Jesus 

Christ. He was the light of the world then just as He is now. Those who 

lived then were not without teachers to instruct them in the path of life; 

for Noah and Enoch were Christians. The gospel is given in precept in 

Leviticus. Implicit obedience is required now, as then. How essential it is 

that we understand the importance of this word!” –Testimonies for the 

Church Vol. 6, p. 392. 

NOTES 
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LESSON 8                                       Sabbath, August 25, 2018 

Ephesus To Pergamos 

He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches. 

Revelation 2:7 

OBJECTIVES 

 To follow the history of the church through the first five 

centuries. 

 To observe these early years of faithfulness especially under 

persecution.  

 To also discern the creeping compromise of succeeding 

generations of believers. 

THE EARLY YEARS 

1. In considering the church during the apostolic years of A.D. 31-

100, what could Christ say regarding its spiritual condition? 

Revelation 2:1-3 

 

 

“In this scripture [Revelation 2:1-5] are outlined the conditions of 

acceptance with God. The first experience of the Ephesus church led to 

good works. God took delight in the fact that His church reflected the 

light of heaven by revealing the spirit of Christ in tenderness and 

compassion. The love that dwelt in the heart of Christ; the love that 

caused Him to give Himself a sacrifice for humanity, and to suffer with 

forbearance the reproach of men, even to the extent of being called a 

devil; the love that prompted Him to perform mighty works of healing 

during His ministry—this was the love that was to be revealed in the 

lives of His disciples.” –S.D.A. Bible Commentary Vol. 7, p. 956. 
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2. In spite of the commendation, did the True Witness note a 

disappointing element which needed repentance? Revelation 2:4, 

5 

 

 

“Early in the history of the church the mystery of iniquity foretold by the 

apostle Paul began its baleful work; and as the false teachers concerning 

whom Peter had warned the believers, urged their heresies, many were 

ensnared by false doctrines. Some faltered under trial and were tempted 

to give up the faith. At the time when John was given this revelation, 

many had lost their first love of gospel truth. But in His mercy God did 

not leave the church to continue in a backslidden state. In a message of 

infinite tenderness He revealed His love for them and His desire that they 

should make sure work for eternity. "Remember," He pleaded, "from 

whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do the first works."” –The Acts of 

the Apostles, p. 587. 

3. How was the loss of this first love manifest? Galatians 5:13-15 

 

 

 

“But gradually a change came. The believers began to look for defects in 

others. Dwelling upon mistakes, giving place to unkind criticism, they 

lost sight of the Saviour and His love. They became more strict in regard 

to outward ceremonies, more particular about the theory than the practice 

of the faith. In their zeal to condemn others, they overlooked their own 

errors. They lost the brotherly love that Christ had enjoined, and, saddest 

of all, they were unconscious of their loss. They did not realize that 

happiness and joy were going out of their lives and that, having shut the 

love of God out of their hearts, they would soon walk in darkness.” –The 

Acts of the Apostles, p. 548. 
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TIMES OF PERSECUTION 

4. At the scattering of the church under the persecution of the 

Jewish church, was pagan Rome also disturbed by its evangelism 

and so likewise inflict persecution upon it from A.D. 100-323? 

Revelation 2:8-11 

 

 

 

“It will be noticed that the Lord introduces himself to each church by 

mentioning some of his characteristics which show him to be peculiarly 

fitted to bear to them the testimony which he utters. To the Smyrnian 

church, about to pass through the fiery ordeal of persecution, he reveals 

himself as one who was dead, but is now alive. If they should be called to 

seal their testimony with their blood, they were to remember that the eyes 

of One were upon them who had shared the same fate, but had triumphed 

over death, and was able to bring them up again from a martyr's grave.” 

“Smyrna signifies myrrh, fit appellation for the church of God while 

passing through the fiery furnace of persecution, and proving herself a 

"sweet-smelling savor" unto him. But we soon reach the days of 

Constantine, when the church presents a new phase, rendering a far 

different name and another message applicable to her history.” –Uriah 

Smith, Daniel and The Revelation (1897), pp. 379, 383. 

5. Although the church remained relatively pure during the period 

of Ephesus and Smyrna, does Inspiration reveal a development of 

apostasy? Acts 20:28-31; 2 Thessalonians 2:7 (first part); 1 John 

4:3 
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“What was the origin of the great apostasy? How did the church first 

depart from the simplicity of the gospel? By conforming to the practices 

of paganism, to facilitate the acceptance of Christianity by the heathen. 

The apostle Paul declared, even in his day, "The mystery of iniquity doth 

already work." 2 Thessalonians 2:7. During the lives of the apostles the 

church remained comparatively pure. But "toward the latter end of the 

second century most of the churches assumed a new form; the first 

simplicity disappeared, and insensibly, as the old disciples retired to their 

graves, their children, along with new converts, . . . came forward and 

new-modeled the cause."—Robert Robinson, Ecclesiastical Researches,  

ch. 6, par. 17, p. 51. To secure converts, the exalted standard of the 

Christian faith was lowered, and as the result "a pagan flood, flowing into 

the church, carried with it its customs, practices, and idols."—Gavazzi, 

Lectures, page 278. As the Christian religion secured the favor and 

support of secular rulers, it was nominally accepted by multitudes; but 

while in appearance Christians, many "remained in substance pagans, 

especially worshiping in secret their idols." —Ibid., page 278.” –The Great 

Controversy, p. 384. 

6. What was the source of the cessation of persecution after A.D. 

323? 

“Little by little, at first in stealth and silence, and then more openly as it 

increased in strength and gained control of the minds of men, "the 

mystery of iniquity" carried forward its deceptive and blasphemous work. 

Almost imperceptibly the customs of heathenism found their way into the 

Christian church. The spirit of compromise and conformity was 

restrained for a time by the fierce persecutions which the church endured 

under paganism. But as persecution ceased, and Christianity entered the 

courts and palaces of kings, she laid aside the humble simplicity of Christ 

and His apostles for the pomp and pride of pagan priests and rulers; and 

in place of the requirements of God, she substituted human theories and 

traditions. The nominal conversion of Constantine, in the early part of the 

fourth century, caused great rejoicing; and the world, cloaked with a form 

of righteousness, walked into the church. Now the work of corruption 

rapidly progressed. Paganism, while appearing to be vanquished, became 

the conqueror. Her spirit controlled the church. Her doctrines, 



52 

First Half, Year 2018 

ceremonies, and superstitions were incorporated into the faith and 

worship of the professed followers of Christ.” –The Great Controversy, p. 49. 

PEACE IN PROSPERITY 

7. How did the True Witness indicate the church’s prosperity and 

danger from A.D. 323-538? Revelation 2:12, 13 

 

 

 

“The word Pergamos signifies height, elevation. The period covered by 

this church may be located from the days of Constantine, or perhaps, 

rather, from his professed conversion to Christianity, A.D. 323, to the 

establishment of the papacy, A.D. 538. It was a period in which the true 

servants of God had to struggle against a spirit of worldly policy, pride, 

and popularity among the professed followers of Christ, and against the 

virulent workings of the mystery of iniquity, which finally resulted in the 

full development of the papal man of sin.” 

“Where Satan's Seat Is. – Christ takes cognizance of the unfavorable 

situation of his people during this period. The language is not probably 

designed to denote locality. As to place, Satan works wherever Christians 

dwell. But surely there are times and seasons when he works with special 

power; and the period covered by the church of Pergamos was one of 

these. During this period, the doctrine of Christ was being corrupted, the 

mystery of iniquity was working, and Satan was laying the very foundation 

of that most stupendous system of wickedness, the papacy. Here was the 

falling away foretold by Paul in 2 Thess. 2:3.” –Uriah Smith, Daniel and The 

Revelation (1897), pp. 383, 384. 

8. Is there a danger for the church when it no longer is persecuted? 

2 Timothy 3:12 

 

“The spirit of persecution will not be excited against those who have no 

connection with God, and so have no moral strength. It will be aroused 

against the faithful ones, who make no concessions to the world and will 
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not be swayed by its opinions, its favor, or its opposition. A religion that 

bears a living testimony in favor of holiness, and that rebukes pride, 

selfishness, avarice, and fashionable sins, will be hated by the world and 

by superficial Christians. . . . When you suffer reproach and persecution 

you are in excellent company; for Jesus endured it all, and much more. If 

you are faithful sentinels for God, these things are a compliment to you. 

It is the heroic souls, who will be true if they stand alone, who will win 

the imperishable crown.” –Medical Ministry, p. 256. 

NOTES 
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LESSON 9                                   Sabbath, September 1, 2018 

Pergamos To Sardis 

He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches. 

Revelation 2:29 

OBJECTIVES 

 To continue to follow the history of the church through the Dark 

Ages. 

 To recognise the spiritual demise during earlier history that 

culminated in total apostasy. 

 To recognise the faithful remnant passing through the darkest 

oppression and emerging in reformation.  

THE DEVELOPING APOSTASY 

1. Who was Christ addressing in each church period? Revelation 

1:20 (middle part); 2:1, 8, 12 etc. 

 

 

“"These things saith He that holdeth the seven stars in His right hand." 

Revelation 2:1. These words are spoken to the teachers in the church—

those entrusted by God with weighty responsibilities. The sweet 

influences that are to be abundant in the church are bound up with God’s 

ministers, who are to reveal the love of Christ. The stars of heaven are 

under His control. He fills them with light. He guides and directs their 

movements. If He did not do this, they would become fallen stars. So 

with His ministers. They are but instruments in His hands, and all the 

good they accomplish is done through His power. Through them His light 

is to shine forth. The Saviour is to be their efficiency. If they will look to 

Him as He looked to the Father they will be enabled to do His work. As 
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they make God their dependence, He will give them His brightness to 

reflect to the world.” –The Acts of the Apostles, p. 586. 

2. Is the condition of the church dependant on its ministers? 

Ephesians 4:11, 12 

 

 

“Will the ministers awake? Will the presidents take the "Testimonies" of 

mercy which God has given them? Will they do something, and do it 

now? Will they heed the prayer of Jesus, "I sanctify myself that they may 

be sanctified"? Generally, the people rise no higher than the minister or 

the president. If he is a devoted man, losing self and selfish interest in 

Jesus Christ, his example will have a telling power in that direction on 

the people.” –Manuscript Releases Vol. 9, p. 168. 

3. What did the True Witness identify among the ministry of the 

period of Pergamos? Revelation 2:14-16 

 

 

“Is it [our sin] the sin of the Nicolaitans, turning the grace of God into 

lasciviousness.  

The doctrine is now largely taught that the gospel of Christ has made the 

law of God of no effect; that by “believing” we are released from the 

necessity of being doers of the Word. But this is the doctrine of the 

Nicolaitans, which Christ so unsparingly condemned” –S.D.A. Bible 

Commentary Vol. 7. p. 957. 

“There is no such thing in the Word of God as unconditional election—

once in grace, always in grace. In the second chapter of Second Peter the 

subject is made plain and distinct. After a history of some who followed an 

evil course, the explanation is given: "Which have forsaken the right way, . 

. . following the way of Balaam the son of Bosor, who loved the wages of 

unrighteousness." 2 Peter 2:15. . . . Here is a class of whom the apostle 

warns, "For it had been better for them not to have known the way of 
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righteousness, than, after they have known it, to turn from the holy 

commandment delivered unto them."” –The Faith I Live By, p. 157. 

4. By the time of the period of Thyatira, how deeply had this demise 

in the ministry become entrenched? Revelation 2:20-21; 17:1-3 

 

 

 

“At last the larger portion of the Christian company lowered their 

standard, and a union was formed between Christianity and paganism. 

Although the worshipers of idols professed to be converted, and united 

with the church, they still clung to their idolatry, only changing the 

objects of their worship to images of Jesus, and even of Mary and the 

saints. The foul leaven of idolatry, thus introduced into the church, 

continued its baleful work. Unsound doctrines, superstitious rites, and 

idolatrous ceremonies were incorporated into her faith and worship. As 

the followers of Christ united with idolaters, the Christian religion 

became corrupted, and the church lost her purity and power. There were 

some, however, who were not misled by these delusions.” –Christ 

Triumphant, p. 320. 

APOSTASY TO PERSECUTION 

5. How clearly does Jesus compare the history of apostasy in the ten 

tribes of Israel with that of the church during A.D. 538-1798?      

1 Kings 16:29-32 

 

 

 

“Not only did Ahab introduce Baal worship at the capital city, but under 

the leadership of Jezebel he erected heathen altars in many "high places," 

where in the shelter of surrounding groves the priests and others 

connected with this seductive form of idolatry exerted their baleful 

influence, until well-nigh all Israel were following after Baal. "There was 
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none like unto Ahab," who "did sell himself to work wickedness in the 

sight of the Lord, whom Jezebel his wife stirred up. And he did very 

abominably in following idols, according to all things as did the 

Amorites, whom the Lord cast out before the children of Israel."” –
Prophets and Kings, p. 114. 

6. Do we see further comparison between Jezebel and the papal 

church during the period of Thyatira? 1 Kings 18:4, 13; 

Revelation 17:5, 6 

 

 

 

“Jezebel fought determinedly against God in the person of His faithful 

people. The persecution of the prophets was so great that Elijah supposed 

he was the only one who had escaped her power. "I, even I only, am left," 

he said, "and they seek my life, to take it away" (1 Kings 19:14).” –
Manuscript Releases Vol. 10, p. 384. 

“The woman (Babylon) of Revelation 17 is described as "arrayed in purple 

and scarlet color, and decked with gold and precious stones and pearls, 

having a golden cup in her hand full of abominations and filthiness:…and 

upon her forehead was a name written, Mystery, Babylon the Great, the 

mother of harlots." Says the prophet: "I saw the woman drunk with the 

blood of the saints, and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus." Babylon is 

further declared to be "that great city, which reigneth over the kings of the 

earth." Revelation 17:4-6, 18. The power that for so many centuries 

maintained despotic sway over the monarchs of Christendom is Rome. The 

purple and scarlet color, the gold and precious stones and pearls, vividly 

picture the magnificence and more than kingly pomp affected by the 

haughty see of Rome. And no other power could be so truly declared 

"drunken with the blood of the saints" as that church which has so cruelly 

persecuted the followers of Christ.” –The Great Controversy, p. 382. 

THE PERSECUTED FAITHFUL 

7. As the faithful in Elijah’s time, is there also a parallel to the 

faithful during the Dark Ages? Revelation 6:9-11 
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“After a long and severe conflict, the faithful few decided to dissolve all 

union with the apostate church if she still refused to free herself from 

falsehood and idolatry. They saw that separation was an absolute 

necessity if they would obey the word of God. They dared not tolerate 

errors fatal to their own souls, and set an example which would imperil 

the faith of their children and children’s children. To secure peace and 

unity they were ready to make any concession consistent with fidelity to 

God; but they felt that even peace would be too dearly purchased at the 

sacrifice of principle. If unity could be secured only by the compromise 

of truth and righteousness, then let there be difference, and even war.” –
The Great Controversy, p. 45. 

“The enemy of righteousness left nothing undone in his effort to stop the 

work committed to the Lord’s builders. But God "left not Himself without 

witness." Acts 14:17. Workers were raised up who ably defended the faith 

once delivered to the saints. History bears record to the fortitude and 

heroism of these men. Like the apostles, many of them fell at their post, 

but the building of the temple went steadily forward. The workmen were 

slain, but the work advanced. The Waldenses, John Wycliffe, Huss and 

Jerome, Martin Luther and Zwingli, Cranmer, Latimer, and Knox, the 

Huguenots, John and Charles Wesley, and a host of others brought to the 

foundation material that will endure throughout eternity. And in later years 

those who have so nobly endeavored to promote the circulation of God’s 

word, and those who by their service in heathen lands have prepared the 

way for the proclamation of the last great message—these also have helped 

to rear the structure.” –The Acts of the Apostles, p. 598. 

8.  In what state did this faithful line of Christ’s servants finally 

emerge at the subsiding of persecution? Daniel 11:34, 35 
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“If the dates of the preceding churches have been correctly fixed, the 

period covered by the church of Sardis must commence about the year 

1798. Sardis signifies "prince or song of joy," or "that which remains." 

We then have before us, as constituting this church, the reformed 

churches, from the date above named to the great movement which 

marked another era in the history of the people of God.” –Uriah Smith, 

Daniel and The Revelation (1897), p. 392. 

NOTES 
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LESSON 10                                 Sabbath, September 8, 2018 

Sardis To Laodicea 

Him that overcometh will I make a pillar in the temple of my God. 

Revelation 3:12 

OBJECTIVES 

 To study the church during the time of the end. 

 To discern the expressions of the True Witness that identify 

believers arising from these three churches to be included among 

those who see Jesus’ second coming. 

 To recognise the formation of the church triumphant. 

TIME OF THE END 

1. Is the time of the end a long period of time? Daniel 12:4, 9, 10 

 

 

 

“The prophetic visions of Daniel and John foretell a period of moral 

darkness and declension; but at the time of the end, the time in which we 

are now living, the vision was to speak and not lie. When the signs 

predicted begin to come to pass, the waiting, watching ones are bidden to 

look up and lift up their heads and rejoice because their redemption 

draweth nigh.” –Testimonies for the Church Vol. 5, p. 9. 

“It was the Lion of the tribe of Judah who unsealed the book and gave to 

John the revelation of what should be in these last days. Daniel stood in 

his lot to bear his testimony, which was sealed until the time of the end, 

when the first angel’s message should be proclaimed to our world. These 

matters are of infinite importance in these last days. . . . The book of 
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Daniel is unsealed in the revelation to John, and it carries us forward to 

the last scenes of this earth’s history.” –Christ Triumphant, p. 334. 

2. How did Jesus indicate this period of time as being the end of the 

world? Matthew 13:28-30, 38-43 

 

 

 

“I then saw the third angel. Said my accompanying angel, "Fearful is his 

word, awful is his mission. He is the angel that is to select the wheat from 

the tares, and seal or bind the wheat for the heavenly garner." These 

things should engage the whole mind, the whole attention. Again I was 

shown the necessity of those who believe we are having the last message 

of mercy, being separate from those who are daily receiving or imbibing 

new error. I saw that neither young nor old should attend the assemblies 

of those who are in error and darkness. Said the angel, "Let the mind 

cease to dwell on things of no profit."” –Manuscript Releases Vol. 5, p. 425. 

“The tares and the wheat are to grow together until the harvest; and the 

harvest is the end of probationary time.” –Christ’s Object Lessons, p. 71. 

3. Does the Bible reveal a date that marks the commencement of 

this period? Daniel 7:24-26 

 

 

“All that now remains on this point is to ascertain when the time of the 

end commenced; and the book of Daniel itself furnishes data from which 

this can be done. In Daniel 11, from verse 30, the papal power is brought 

to view. In verse 35 we read, "And some of them of understanding shall 

fall, to try them, and to purge, and make them white, even to the time of 

the end." Here it is brought to view the period of supremacy of the little 

horn, during which time the saints, times, and laws were to be given into 

his hand, and from him suffer fearful persecutions. This is declared to 

reach to the time of the end. It ended A.D. 1798, where the 1260 years of 

papal rule expired. There the time of the end commenced, and the book 



62 

First Half, Year 2018 

was opened. And since that time, many have run to and fro, and 

knowledge on these prophetic subjects has marvelously increased.” –
Uriah Smith, Daniel and The Revelation (1897), p. 520. 

4. Where in time does the church of Sardis commence? 

 

“If the period covered by the Pergamos church has been correctly 

located, terminating with the setting up of the papacy, A.D. 538, the most 

natural division to be assigned to the church of Thyatira would be the 

time of the continuance of this blasphemous power through the 1260 

years of its supremacy, or from A.D. 538 to A.D. 1798.” 

“If the dates of the preceding churches have been correctly fixed, the 

period covered by the church of Sardis must commence about the year 

1798. Sardis signifies "prince or song of joy," or "that which remains." We 

then have before us, as constituting this church, the reformed churches, 

from the date above named to the great movement which marked another 

era in the history of the people of God.” –Uriah Smith, Daniel and The 

Revelation (1897), pp. 387, 392. 

THREE IDENTIFYING EXPRESSIONS 

5. What language indicates that those living in the period of Sardis 

are included among those unready for Christ’s second advent? 

Revelation 3:1-3; Matthew 24:42-44 

 

 

 

6. How are those in Philadelphia and Laodicea identified as those 

seeing Jesus coming in the clouds of heaven? Revelation 3:11; 

14:13-15; Matthew 24:29, 30 
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“These signs have appeared. On May 19, 1780, the sun was darkened. 

That day is known in history as "the dark day." In the eastern part of 

North America, so great was the darkness that in many places the people 

had to light candles at noonday. And until after midnight the moon, 

though at its full, gave no light. Many believed that the day of judgment 

had come. No satisfactory reason for the unnatural darkness has ever 

been given, except the reason found in the words of Christ. The 

darkening of the sun and the moon was a sign of His coming. 

“November 13, 1833, there was the most wonderful display of falling 

stars ever beheld by men. Again thousands believed that the day of 

judgment had come.   

“Since that time earthquakes, tempests, tidal waves, pestilence, famine, 

and destructions by fire and flood, have multiplied. All these, and 

"distress of nations, with perplexity," declare that the Lord’s coming is 

near.  

“Of those who beheld these signs He says, "This generation shall not pass, 

till all these things be fulfilled. Heaven and earth shall pass away, but My 

words shall not pass away." Matthew 24:34, 35.” –The Story of Jesus, p. 176. 

RISING OF THE TRIUMPHANT 

7. By what language can we identify the 144,000? Revelation 3:5, 12, 

21; 7:14-17; 14:1 

 

 

 

“The 144,000 were all sealed and perfectly united. On their foreheads 

was written, God, New Jerusalem, and a glorious star containing Jesus’ 

new name. At our happy, holy state the wicked were enraged, and would 

rush violently up to lay hands on us to thrust us into prison, when we 

would stretch forth the hand in the name of the Lord, and they would fall 

helpless to the ground. Then it was that the synagogue of Satan knew that 
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God had loved us who could wash one another’s feet and salute the 

brethren with a holy kiss, and they worshiped at our feet.” 

“And as we were about to enter the holy temple, Jesus raised His lovely 

voice and said, "Only the 144,000 enter this place," and we shouted, 

"Alleluia."” –Early Writings, pp. 15, 18. 

8. Are the 144,000 the church triumphant, and are they derived 

from the period of these three churches? Revelation 15:2, 3; 14:4, 

5; Daniel 12:1, 2 

 

 

 

“That voice shakes the heavens and the earth. There is a mighty 

earthquake, "such as was not since men were upon the earth, so mighty 

an earthquake, and so great." Revelation 16:18. . . . The whole earth 

heaves and swells like the waves of the sea. Its surface is breaking up. Its 

very foundations seem to be giving way. . . .    

“Graves are opened, and "many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth 

. . . awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting 

contempt." Daniel 12:2. All who have died in the faith of the third 

angel’s message come forth from the tomb glorified, to hear God’s 

covenant of peace with those who have kept His law.   

“Those who had died in faith under the third angel’s message, keeping 

the Sabbath, came forth from their dusty beds.” –The Faith I Live By, p. 182. 

NOTES 
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LESSON 11                               Sabbath, September 15, 2018 

Seven Women Of Isaiah 4 

And in that day seven women shall take hold of one man, saying, We will 

eat our own bread, and wear our own apparel: only let us be called by 

thy name, to take away our reproach. Isaiah 4:1 

OBJECTIVES 

 To find the conclusion on the subject of the seven churches. 

 To observe that the denominational churches arising from each 

church period loose their faithfulness and continue in apostasy. 

 To recognise God’s church as those dismissed from these 

successive denominations. 

SEVEN WOMEN 

1. As previously shown in this lesson study, what does a woman 

symbolise? Jeremiah 6:2 

 

“In Revelation 17 Babylon is represented as a woman—a figure which is 

used in the Bible as the symbol of a church, a virtuous woman 

representing a pure church, a vile woman an apostate church.” –The Great 

Controversy, p. 381. 

2. How are the seven churches of Revelation identified elsewhere? 

Isaiah 4:1 

 

FALLEN CHURCHES 

3. Does history reveal church denominations that where once 

recognised as God’s faithful people? Song of Solomon 6:8 
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“Babylon is said to be "the mother of harlots." By her daughters must be 

symbolized churches that cling to her doctrines and traditions, and follow 

her example of sacrificing the truth and the approval of God, in order to 

form an unlawful alliance with the world. The message of Revelation 14, 

announcing the fall of Babylon must apply to religious bodies that were 

once pure and have become corrupt. Since this message follows the 

warning of the judgment, it must be given in the last days; therefore it 

cannot refer to the Roman Church alone, for that church has been in a 

fallen condition for many centuries. Furthermore, in the eighteenth 

chapter of the Revelation the people of God are called upon to come out 

of Babylon. According to this scripture, many of God’s people must still 

be in Babylon. And in what religious bodies are the greater part of the 

followers of Christ now to be found? Without doubt, in the various 

churches professing the Protestant faith. At the time of their rise these 

churches took a noble stand for God and the truth, and His blessing was 

with them. Even the unbelieving world was constrained to acknowledge 

the beneficent results that followed an acceptance of the principles of the 

gospel. In the words of the prophet to Israel: "Thy renown went forth 

among the heathen for thy beauty: for it was perfect through My 

comeliness, which I had put upon thee, saith the Lord God." But they fell 

by the same desire which was the curse and ruin of Israel—the desire of 

imitating the practices and courting the friendship of the ungodly. "Thou 

didst trust in thine own beauty, and playedst the harlot because of thy 

renown." Ezekiel 16:14, 15.” –The Great Controversy, p. 382. 

4. Is the history of Israel shown to be repeated in the period of the 

seven churches? Daniel 11:32-34 

 

 

 “As the light and life of men was rejected by the ecclesiastical 

authorities in the days of Christ, so it has been rejected in every 

succeeding generation. Again and again the history of Christ’s 

withdrawal from Judea has been repeated. When the Reformers preached 

the word of God, they had no thought of separating themselves from the 
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established church; but the religious leaders would not tolerate the light, 

and those that bore it were forced to seek another class, who were 

longing for the truth. In our day few of the professed followers of the 

Reformers are actuated by their spirit. Few are listening for the voice of 

God, and ready to accept truth in whatever guise it may be presented. 

Often those who follow in the steps of the Reformers are forced to turn 

away from the churches they love, in order to declare the plain teaching 

of the word of God. And many times those who are seeking for light are 

by the same teaching obliged to leave the church of their fathers, that 

they may render obedience.” –The Desire of Ages, p. 232. 

5. Do these churches in their demise repeat the treatment of the 

faithful as did Israel? Isaiah 66:5; 6:13 

 

 

 

“If we hope to wear the crown, we must expect to bear the cross. Our 

greatest trials will come from those who profess godliness. It was so with 

the world’s Redeemer; it will be so with his followers. I should doubt 

whether I were a child of God, if the world, or even all professed 

Christians, spoke well of me. Those who are in earnest to win the crown 

of eternal life need not be surprised or disheartened because at every step 

toward the heavenly Canaan they meet with obstacles and encounter 

trials. The opposition which Christ received came from his own nation, 

who would have been greatly blessed had they accepted him. In like 

manner the remnant church receive opposition from those who profess to 

be their brethren.” –The Review and Herald, August 28, 1883. 

THE REMNANT CHURCH 

6. Does Inspiration enlarge the experience of the faithful remnant 

arising from each church period? Revelation 2:10, 13, 24, 25; 3:4, 

9, 10, 20 
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“Through centuries of persecution, conflict, and darkness, God has 

sustained His church. Not one cloud has fallen upon it that He has not 

prepared for; not one opposing force has risen to counterwork His work, 

that He has not foreseen. All has taken place as He predicted. He has not 

left His church forsaken, but has traced in prophetic declarations what 

would occur, and that which His Spirit inspired the prophets to foretell 

has been brought about. All His purposes will be fulfilled. His law is 

linked with His throne, and no power of evil can destroy it. Truth is 

inspired and guarded by God; and it will triumph over all opposition.” 

“During ages of spiritual darkness the church of God has been as a city 

set on a hill. From age to age, through successive generations, the pure 

doctrines of heaven have been unfolding within its borders. Enfeebled 

and defective as it may appear, the church is the one object upon which 

God bestows in a special sense His supreme regard. It is the theater of 

His grace, in which He delights to reveal His power to transform hearts.” 

–The Acts of the Apostles, pp. 11, 12. 

7. Is the experience of the final remnant the same as the remnant in 

each successive church period? Revelation 12:17; 14:12 

 

 

 

“John is shown that in these last days a remnant will be keeping the 

commandments of God. Where are they? In a description given of the 

workings of Satan it says, "And the dragon was wroth with the woman, 

and went to make war with the remnant of her seed, which keep the 

commandments of God, and have the testimony of Jesus Christ." Who are 

the people here specified?” –Manuscript Releases Vol. 6, p. 343. 

8. What is this final remnant called? Revelation 7:14; Song of 

Solomon 6:9, 10 
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“The work is soon to close. The members of the church militant who 

have proved faithful will become the church triumphant.” –Evangelism, p. 

707. 

NOTES 
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LESSON 12                               Sabbath, September 22, 2018 

Revelation 12:17 

 And the dragon was wroth with the woman, and went to make war with 

the remnant of her seed, which keep the commandments of God, and have 

the testimony of Jesus Christ. Revelation 12:17 

OBJECTIVES 

 To study the woman of Revelation twelve in connection with the 

history of the seven churches period. 

 To ascertain the identity of the church symbolised by the woman 

in verse seventeen. 

 To discern the identity of the woman’s seed and the subsequent 

remnant of this seed. 

A HISTORIC OVERVIEW 

1. In the description of the woman in Revelation 12, verses 1 to 5, 

what church period is here referred to?  

 

“No symbols more fitting and impressive could be found than are here 

employed. The Mosaic dispensation shone with a light borrowed from the 

Christian dispensation, just as the moon shines with light borrowed from 

the sun. How appropriate, therefore, to represent the former by the moon, 

and the latter by the sun. The woman, the church, had the moon under her 

feet; that is, the mosaic dispensation had just ended, and the woman was 

clothed with the light of the gospel sun, which had just risen. By the figure 

of the prolepsis, the church is represented as fully organized, with its 

twelve apostles, before the man-child, Christ, appeared upon the scene. 

This is easily accounted for by the fact that it was to be thus constituted 

immediately after Christ should commence his ministry; and he is more 
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especially connected with this church than with that of the former 

dispensation. There is no ground for any misunderstanding of the passage; 

and hence no violence is done to a correct system of interpretation by this 

representation.” –Uriah Smith, Daniel and The Revelation (1897), p. 545. 

2. How specific a church period is identified in Revelation 12:6, 13-

15; 2:18? 

 

 

 

“In the sixth century the Papacy had become firmly established. Its seat 

of power was fixed in the imperial city, and the Bishop of Rome was 

declared to be the head over the entire church. Paganism had given place 

to the Papacy. The dragon had given to the beast "his power, and his seat, 

and great authority." Revelation 13:2. And now began the 1260 years of 

papal oppression foretold in the prophecies of Daniel and John. (Daniel 

7:25; Revelation 13:5-7.) Christians were forced to choose, either to yield 

their integrity and accept the papal ceremonies and worship, or to wear 

away their lives in dungeon cells, or suffer death by the rack, the fagot, or 

the headsman’s ax. Now were fulfilled the words of Jesus, "Ye shall be 

betrayed both by parents, and brethren, and kinsfolks, and friends; and 

some of you shall they cause to be put to death. And ye shall be hated of 

all men for My name’s sake." Luke 21:16, 17. Persecution opened upon 

the faithful with greater fury than ever before, and the world became a 

vast battlefield. For hundreds of years the church of Christ found refuge 

in seclusion and obscurity. Thus says the prophet: "The woman fled into 

the wilderness, where she hath a place prepared of God, that they should 

feed her there a thousand two hundred and threescore days." Revelation 

12:6.” –The Story of Redemption, p. 330. 

3. Examining Revelation 12:15-16 in the light of the seven churches 

period, where in history do these verses apply? Revelation 2:18; 

3:1, 7 
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“"The earth helped the woman" by opening its mouth and swallowing up 

the flood. The Reformation of the sixteenth century began its work. God 

raised up the noble Luther and his colaborers to expose the true character 

of the papacy, and break the power with which superstition had enslaved 

the minds of the people. Luther nailed his theses to the door of the church 

at Wittenberg; and the pen with which he wrote them, according to the 

symbolic dream of the good elector Frederick of Saxony, did indeed span 

the continent, and shake the triple crown on the pope's head. Princes 

began to espouse the cause of the Reformers. It was the dawning of 

religious light and liberty, and God would not suffer the darkness to 

swallow up its radiance. Tetzel, the indulgence-peddler, swelled and 

bellowed with wrath, and Pope Leo roared with rage; but all in vain. The 

spell was broken. Men found that the bulls and anathemas of the pope fell 

harmless at their feet, just as soon as they dared exercise their God-given 

right to regulate their consciences by his word alone. Defenders of the 

true faith multiplied. And soon there was enough Protestant soil found in 

Switzerland, Germany, Holland, England, Norway, and Sweden, to 

swallow up the flood of papal fury, and rob it of its power to harm the 

church. Thus the earth helped the woman, and has continued to help to 

the present day, as the spirit of the Reformation and religious liberty has 

been fostered by the leading nations of Christendom.” –Uriah Smith, Daniel 

and The Revelation (1897), p. 555. 

“The Lord has done more for the United States than for any other country 

upon which the sun shines. Here He provided an asylum for His people, 

where they could worship Him according to the dictates of conscience. 

Here Christianity has progressed in its purity. The life-giving doctrine of 

the one Mediator between God and man has been freely taught. God 

designed that this country should ever remain free for all people to worship 

Him in accordance with the dictates of conscience. He designed that its 

civil institutions, in their expansive productions, should represent the 

freedom of gospel privileges.” –Maranatha, p. 193. 



73 

First Half, Year 2018 

THE WOMAN OF VERSE SEVENTEEN 

4. Having recognised that we have spanned church history from the 

apostolic period through to the Protestant period, can we identify 

the woman described in Revelation 12:17? Revelation 3:14 

 

 

 

“The prayer of Christ is not only for those who are now his disciples, but 

for all those who shall believe on Christ through the words of his 

disciples, even to the end of the world. Jesus was just about to yield up 

his life to bring life and immortality to light. Christ, amid his sufferings, 

and being daily rejected of men, looks down the lines two thousand years 

to his church which would be in existence in the last days, before the 

close of this earth’s history.  

“The Lord has had a church from that day, through all the changing 

scenes of time to the present period, 1893. The Bible sets before us a 

model church. They are to be in unity with each other, and with God. 

When believers are united to Christ, the living vine, the result is that they 

are one with Christ, full of sympathy and tenderness and love.” –Selected 

Messages Book 3, p. 18. 

5. How does Inspiration throw light on the church represented by 

the period of Laodicea? Revelation 3:14-17 

 

 

 

“As I have of late looked around to find the humble followers of the meek 

and lowly Jesus, my mind has been much exercised. Many who profess to 

be looking for the speedy coming of Christ are becoming conformed to this 

world and seek more earnestly the applause of those around them than the 

approbation of God. They are cold and formal, like the nominal churches 

from which they but a short time since separated. The words addressed to 
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the Laodicean church describe their present condition perfectly. (See 

Revelation 3:14-20.) They are "neither cold nor hot", but "lukewarm". And 

unless they heed the counsel of the "faithful and true Witness," and 

zealously repent and obtain "gold tried in the fire," "white raiment," and 

"eye-salve," He will spew them out of His mouth.” –Early Writings, p. 107. 

“The message to the church of the Laodiceans is a startling denunciation, 

and is applicable to the people of God at the present time.” –Testimonies for 

the Church Vol. 3, p. 252. (Written in 1873) 

THE SEED AND ITS REMNANT 

6. In the description of Christ’s dealing with the Laodicean people, 

to whom does He appeal after He fails to succeed with the angel 

of the church; who does the angel represent? Revelation 1:20; 

3:20 

 

 

“"These things saith He that holdeth the seven stars in His right hand." 

Revelation 2:1. These words are spoken to the teachers in the church—

those entrusted by God with weighty responsibilities. The sweet 

influences that are to be abundant in the church are bound up with God’s 

ministers, who are to reveal the love of Christ. The stars of heaven are 

under His control. He fills them with light. He guides and directs their 

movements. If He did not do this, they would become fallen stars. So 

with His ministers. They are but instruments in His hands, and all the 

good they accomplish is done through His power. Through them His light 

is to shine forth. The Saviour is to be their efficiency. If they will look to 

Him as He looked to the Father they will be enabled to do His work. As 

they make God their dependence, He will give them His brightness to 

reflect to the world.” –The Acts of the Apostles, p. 586. 
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7. In the final analysis of the church period of Laodicea how many 

segments of church bodies are here addressed? Revelation 3:14, 

20, 21; Amos 5:1-3 

 

 

 

 

“Looking down through the ages to the close of time, Peter was inspired 

to outline conditions that would exist in the world just prior to the second 

coming of Christ. "There shall come in the last days scoffers," he wrote, 

"walking after their own lusts, and saying, Where is the promise of His 

coming? for since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were 

from the beginning of the creation." But "when they shall say, Peace and 

safety; then sudden destruction cometh upon them." 1 Thessalonians 5:3. 

Not all, however, would be ensnared by the enemy’s devices. As the end 

of all things earthly should approach, there would be faithful ones able to 

discern the signs of the times. While a large number of professing 

believers would deny their faith by their works, there would be a remnant 

who would endure to the end.” –The Acts of the Apostles, p. 535. 

8. Where else are these three segments described in Scripture? 

Revelation 12:17; Isaiah 8:14-16; Revelation 14:9; 18:1-4 

 

 

 

 

“The Lord Jesus will always have a chosen people to serve Him. When 

the Jewish people rejected Christ, the Prince of life, He took from them 

the kingdom of God and gave it unto the Gentiles. God will continue to 

work on this principle with every branch of His work. When a church 

proves unfaithful to the word of the Lord, whatever their position may be, 

however high and sacred their calling, the Lord can no longer work with 
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them. Others are then chosen to bear important responsibilities. But, if 

these in turn do not purify their lives from every wrong action, if they do 

not establish pure and holy principles in all their borders, then the Lord 

will grievously afflict and humble them and, unless they repent, will 

remove them from their place and make them a reproach.” –The Upward 

Look, p. 131. 

NOTES 
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LESSON 13                               Sabbath, September 29, 2018 

The Church Triumphant 

Here is the patience of the saints: here are they that keep the 

commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus. Revelation 14:12 

OBJECTIVES 

 To gather scriptures and Spirit of Prophecy quotes that identify 

the church triumphant. 

 To appreciate that believers that comprise the membership of this 

church include the faithful from the time of the end. 

 To qualify the issues over which they are triumphant. 

IDENTIFYING QUOTES 

1. How does Scripture express a holy fanfare of those who triumph 

under the three angels’ message? Revelation 14:12 

 

 

“Thus the distinction is drawn between the loyal and the disloyal. Those 

who desire to have the seal of God in their foreheads must keep the 

Sabbath of the fourth commandment. Thus they are distinguished from 

the disloyal, who have accepted a manmade institution in place of the 

true Sabbath. The observance of God’s rest day is a mark of distinction 

between him that serveth God and him that serveth Him not.” 

“Who are these? God’s denominated people—those who on this earth have 

witnessed to their loyalty. Who are they? Those who have kept the 

commandments of God and the testimony of Jesus Christ; those who have 

owned the Crucified One as their Saviour.” –S.D.A. Bible Commentary Vol. 7, 

p. 981. 
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2. What is written of those who proclaim the three angels’ 

messages? Revelation 14:13, 14 

 

 

 

“The end is near, stealing upon us stealthily, imperceptibly, like the 

noiseless approach of a thief in the night. May the Lord grant that we 

shall no longer sleep as do others, but that we shall watch and be sober. 

The truth is soon to triumph gloriously, and all who now choose to be 

laborers together with God, will triumph with it. The time is short; the 

night soon cometh when no man can work.” –Evangelism, p. 692. 

3. Who, from the church in Sister White’s time to the end, will 

comprise the church triumphant? Isaiah 58:12 

 

 

 “The work is soon to close. The members of the church militant who 

have proved faithful will become the church triumphant.” –Evangelism, p. 

707. 

“Here are given the characteristics of those who shall be reformers, who 

will bear the banner of the third angel’s message, those who avow 

themselves God’s commandment-keeping people, and who honor God, 

and are earnestly engaged, in the sight of all the universe, in building up 

the old waste places. Who is it that calls them, The repairers of the 

breach, The restorers of paths to dwell in? It is God. Their names are 

registered in heaven as reformers, restorers, as raising the foundations of 

many generations.” –S.D.A. Bible Commentary Vol. 4, p. 1151. 

THE CHURCH AN ARMY 

4. To apply the term “triumphant” to the church, is it symbolised 

by an army triumphing in battle? Song of Solomon 6:9, 10 
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5. Does Inspiration describe the army church in its warfare arriving 

in final victory? Revelation 6:2 

 

 

“The battle raged. Victory alternated from side to side. Now the soldiers 

of the cross gave way, "as when a standardbearer fainteth." Isaiah 10:18. 

But their apparent retreat was but to gain a more advantageous position. 

Shouts of joy were heard. A song of praise to God went up, and angel 

voices united in the song, as Christ’s soldiers planted His banner on the 

walls of fortresses till then held by the enemy. The Captain of our 

salvation was ordering the battle and sending support to His soldiers. His 

power was mightily displayed, encouraging them to press the battle to the 

gates. He taught them terrible things in righteousness as He led them on 

step by step, conquering and to conquer.   

“At last the victory was gained. The army following the banner with the 

inscription, "The commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus," was 

gloriously triumphant. The soldiers of Christ were close beside the gates 

of the city, and with joy the city received her King. The kingdom of 

peace and joy and everlasting righteousness was established.” –Testimonies 

for the Church Vol. 8, p. 41. 

“Said the angel: "List ye!" Soon I heard a voice that sounded like many 

musical instruments, all in perfect strains, sweet and harmonious. It 

surpassed any music I had ever heard. It seemed to be so full of mercy, 

compassion, and elevating, holy joy. It thrilled through my whole being. 

Said the angel: "Look ye!" My attention was then turned to the company I 

had seen, who were mightily shaken. I was shown those whom I had 

before seen weeping and praying with agony of spirit. The company of 

guardian angels around them had been doubled, and they were clothed 

with an armor from their head to their feet. They moved in exact order, 

firmly, like a company of soldiers. Their countenances expressed the 

severe conflict which they had endured, the agonizing struggle they had 

passed through. Yet their features, marked with severe internal anguish, 

now shone with the light and glory of heaven. They had obtained the 

victory, and it called forth from them the deepest gratitude, and holy, 

sacred joy.” –Testimonies for the Church Vol. 1, p. 181. 
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ISSUES AT STAKE 

6. For those living in the time of the end, what are they to triumph 

in? Revelation 15:1-3 

 

 

 

“Upon the crystal sea before the throne, that sea of glass as it were 

mingled with fire—so resplendent is it with the glory of God—are 

gathered the company that have "gotten the victory over the beast, and 

over his image, and over his mark, and over the number of his name." 

With the Lamb upon Mount Zion, "having the harps of God," they stand, 

the hundred and forty and four thousand that were redeemed from among 

men; and there is heard, as the sound of many waters, and as the sound of 

a great thunder, "the voice of harpers harping with their harps." And they 

sing "a new song" before the throne, a song which no man can learn save 

the hundred and forty and four thousand. It is the song of Moses and the 

Lamb—a song of deliverance. None but the hundred and forty-four 

thousand can learn that song; for it is the song of their experience—an 

experience such as no other company have ever had. "These are they 

which follow the Lamb whithersoever He goeth." These, having been 

translated from the earth, from among the living, are counted as "the first 

fruits unto God and to the Lamb."” –Heaven, p. 179. 

7. What is involved in that victory? 1 John 5:4, 5; Ephesians 6:12 

 

 

 

8. To overcome and gain the victory, is there an individual, personal 

engagement required? Ephesians 6:13-18 
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 “To follow Christ is not freedom from conflict. It is not child’s play. It is 

not spiritual idleness. All the enjoyment in Christ’s service means sacred 

obligations in meeting oft stern conflicts. To follow Christ means stern 

battles, active labor, warfare against the world, the flesh, and the devil. 

Our enjoyment is the victories gained for Christ in earnest, hard, warfare. 

. . . We are enlisted for labor, "not for the meat which perisheth, but for 

that meat which endureth unto everlasting life" (John 6:27).” –In Heavenly 

Places, p. 117. 

“The Christian life is a battle and a march. In this warfare there is no 

release; the effort must be continuous and persevering. It is by unceasing 

endeavor that we maintain the victory over the temptations of Satan. 

Christian integrity must be sought with resistless energy and maintained 

with a resolute fixedness of purpose.  

“No one will be borne upward without stern, persevering effort in his 

own behalf. All must engage in this warfare for themselves; no one else 

can fight our battles. Individually we are responsible for the issues of the 

struggle; though Noah, Job, and Daniel were in the land they could 

deliver neither son nor daughter by their righteousness.” –The Ministry of 

Healing, p. 453. 

NOTES 
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SECTION 2 
 

MEMBERSHIP 
QUALIFICATIONS 

 



 

 

 



 

Introduction 

HERE is no doubt that we are living in the very closing scenes of 

this world’s history. Associated with its concluding dramas in 

nature, the political arena, the social affairs of humanity, are the 

experiences of God’s church. All through the ages His church has been in 

conflict with the antagonism of the enemy of souls and the unbelieving 

multitudes surrounding it. Now in the very end the antagonism reaches its 

climax. 

To be a true consecrated Christian at this time is a challenge beyond 

our ability to meet. More than ever before we need the intervening help 

of the Captain of the Lord’s host. His church is the army which He leads, 

and if we choose to be members of it, we need a clear understanding of 

His instruction to stand as a triumphant body as also to understand the 

membership circumstances of this final body of people.  

At all times in the past we are told that faithful souls constitute God’s 

church on earth; they have always been few in number and now at this 

time we read: 

“God has a church. It is not the great cathedral, neither is it the 

national establishment, neither is it the various denominations; it is the 

people who love God and keep His commandments. "Where two or three 

are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of them" 

(Matthew 18:20). Where Christ is even among the humble few, this is 

Christ’s church, for the presence of the High and Holy One who 

inhabiteth eternity can alone constitute a church. 

“Where two or three are present who love and obey the 

commandments of God, Jesus there presides, let it be in the desolate 

place of the earth, in the wilderness, in the city enclosed in prison walls. 

The glory of God has penetrated the prison walls, flooding with glorious 

beams of heavenly light the darkest dungeon. His saints may suffer, but 

T 
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their sufferings will, like the apostles of old, spread their faith and win 

souls to Christ and glorify His holy name. The bitterest opposition 

expressed by those who hate God’s great moral standard of righteousness 

should not and will not shake the steadfast soul who trusts fully in God. .  

“They that will be doers of the word are building securely, and the 

tempest and storm of persecution will not shake their foundation, because 

their souls are rooted to the eternal Rock.” –The Upward Look, p. 315. 

The purpose of this lesson is to become fully informed as to how we 

can be members of this church and correctly relate to our Captain in 

order to stand triumphantly as His body although we may be scattered in 

little companies all across this planet. 

May God help us in our study to receive the meat in due season so 

necessary at this time. 
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LESSON 1                                        Sabbath, October 6, 2018 

Members Of Christ’s Body 

Now ye are the body of Christ, and members in particular. 1 Corinthians 

12:27 

OBJECTIVES 

 To study the biblical constitution of God’s church. 

 To show that not all who take membership in God’s church are 

truly members of Christ’s body. 

 To appreciate the body of Christ as the ultimate church 

triumphant. 

GOD’S TRUE CHURCH 

1. How does the Bible describe the components of God’s church?    

1 Corinthians 12:12-14 

 

 

 

“The people of God must strive to be one, as Christ is one with the Father. 

The figure of the members that compose the body represents the church of 

God and the relation its members should sustain to one another. Through 

His servant Paul, the Lord has placed these truths before us for our 

consideration, that those who have the privilege of being brought together 

in church capacity may be united understandingly and intelligently.” –The 

Signs of the Times, October 20, 1898. 

“Very close and sacred is the relation between Christ and His church—He 

the bridegroom, and the church the bride; He the head, and the church the 

body. Connection with Christ, then, involves connection with His church.” 

–Education, p. 268. 
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2. In which way are the members of the body connected to Christ? 

Ephesians 4:15, 16 

 

 

 

“Be careful how you build, for it is for time and for eternity. Counsel 

together, have your seasons of prayer together; make no move 

independently or in opposition to one another. Christ is our living head, 

and we are members of His body, and all dependent upon the head. It is 

not our Lord’s plan that any member of His body shall suffer for want of 

proper exercise; for if one member suffer, all the members suffer with it; 

if one is enlightened and honoured of God, all rejoice. Every member 

derives its life and working power from the same source, "even Christ, 

from whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that 

which every joint supplieth, according to the effectual working in the 

measure of every part, maketh increase of the body unto the edifying of 

itself in love."” –Testimonies to Southern Africa, p. 22. 

3. Besides their connection to Christ, is there a connection and 

dependence upon one another? 1 Corinthians 12:18-22, 25 

 

 

 

 

“Life in nature objects to uniformity. There is variety in the human body, 

from the eyes to the feet. Yet all these members are dependent upon one 

another to make a perfect whole. In all the variety composing the human 

body, there is harmonious action in conformity to the laws controlling the 

being.” –Manuscript Releases Vol. 5, p. 361. 

“In the church militant the children of men will be ever in need of 

restoration from the results of sin. . . . We are all dependent on one 

another. Almost invariably a man who is superior to another man in some 

respect is inferior to him in other respects. Every human being on earth is 
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subject to temptation. And all are in need of human influence and 

sympathy. . . . He who cooperates with God by showing mercy brings 

himself into a position where God will extend mercy to him, for he is in 

harmony with the divine attributes.” –That I May Know Him, p. 46. 

TRUE MEMBERSHIP 

4. Where is the true body of Christ registered? Hebrews 12:22, 23; 

Psalm 87:5, 6 

 

 

 

 

“Worldly success, even when obtained at the loss of spiritual life, is often 

looked upon as the blessing of providence; but it is disaster, it is death. 

Better far would be poverty, the cross, self-denial, self-sacrifice, and 

shattered worldly hopes. Better far would be the world’s verdict, "poor," 

than be written poor in the books of heaven. To be written in heaven as 

one who is rich in spiritual graces is of far greater honor than to sit with 

princes on earth, and forfeit the kingdom of God. Let it be the ambition 

of those who profess to believe present truth, to be written as men whose 

lives are hid with Christ in God, men whom gold cannot buy, who though 

tempted as was Moses, like him, esteemed the reproaches of Christ 

greater riches than the treasures of Egypt.” –Manuscript Releases Vol. 1, p. 

97. 

5. Is it possible to be registered as members in the church books on 

earth while not registered in the books of heaven? Matthew 7:21-

23 
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“Joining the church is one thing, and connecting with Christ is quite 

another. Not all the names registered in the church books are registered in 

the Lamb’s book of life. Many, though apparently sincere believers, do 

not keep up a living connection with Christ. They have enlisted, they 

have entered their names on the register; but the inner work of grace is 

not wrought in the heart. As the result they are not happy, and they make 

hard work of serving God.” –Testimonies for the Church Vol. 5, p. 278. 

THE TRIUMPHANT BODY 

6. What has God done for the benefit of the body of Christ? 

Ephesians 4:11, 12; Proverbs 4:18 

 

 

 

“You have watched the rising sun, and the gradual break of day over earth 

and sky. Little by little the dawn increases, till the sun appears; then the 

light grows constantly stronger and clearer until the full glory of noontide 

is reached. This is a beautiful illustration of what God desires to do for His 

children in perfecting their Christian experience. As we walk day by day in 

the light He sends us, in willing obedience to all His requirements, our 

experience grows and broadens until we reach the full stature of men and 

women in Christ Jesus.” –God’s Amazing Grace, p. 300. 

7. Are those who are members of the body of Christ destined to be 

the church triumphant? Ephesians 4:13-15 

 

 

 

 

“As the members of the body of Christ approach the period of their last 

conflict, "the time of Jacob’s trouble," they will grow up into Christ, and 

will partake largely of His Spirit. As the third message swells to a loud 

cry, and as great power and glory attend the closing work, the faithful 

people of God will partake of that glory. It is the latter rain which revives 
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and strengthens them to pass through the time of trouble. Their faces will 

shine with the glory of that light which attends the third angel.”  –S.D.A. 

Bible Commentary Vol. 7, p. 984. 

8. Does Inspiration include all members of Christ’s body from all 

ages among the church triumphant? 2 Corinthians 2:14; 

Revelation 7:9 

 

 

 

“There the redeemed ones greet those who directed them to the uplifted 

Saviour. They unite in praising Him who died that human beings might 

have the life that measures with the life of God. The conflict is over. All 

tribulation and strife are at an end. Songs of victory fill all heaven, as the 

redeemed stand around the throne of God. All take up the joyful strain, 

"Worthy is the Lamb that was slain" and hath redeemed us to God.” –
Maranatha, p. 358. 

“The members of the church triumphant,—the church in heaven—will be 

permitted to draw near to the members of the church militant, to aid them 

in their necessity.” –The Southern Watchman, September 8, 1903. 

NOTES 
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LESSON 2                                      Sabbath, October 13, 2018 

In The Footsteps Of Christ 

For even hereunto were ye called: because Christ also suffered for us, 

leaving us an example, that ye should follow his steps. 1 Peter 2:21 

OBJECTIVES 

 To consider the triumphant life of Christ. 

 To search Scripture for the admonitions to follow His example.  

 To gain the assurance of membership in the church triumphant by 

absorbing the qualities of Christ. 

CHRIST TRIUMPHANT 

1. In our effort to gain victory over sin and death, where does 

Inspiration prompt us to look to? Hebrews 12:2-4 

 

 

 

“As the serpent was lifted up in the wilderness by Moses, and all that had 

been bitten by the fiery serpents were bidden to look and live, so also the 

Son of man must be lifted up, that "whosoever believeth in Him should 

not perish, but have everlasting life." 

“Unless he makes it his life business to behold the uplifted Saviour, and 

by faith to accept the merits which it is his privilege to claim, the sinner 

can no more be saved than Peter could walk upon the water unless he 

kept his eyes fixed steadily upon Jesus.” –Testimonies to Ministers and Gospel 

Workers, p. 92, 93. 
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2. Where do we find a most concise description of the conflict and 

triumph of Christ as our example? Hebrews 5:7-9 

 

“He chose the stillness of night, when there would be no interruption. 

Jesus could heal the sick and raise the dead. He was Himself a source of 

blessing and strength. He commanded even the tempests, and they 

obeyed Him. He was unsullied with corruption, a stranger to sin; yet He 

prayed, and that often with strong crying and tears. He prayed for His 

disciples and for Himself, thus identifying Himself with our needs, our 

weaknesses, and our failings, which are so common with humanity. He 

was a mighty petitioner, not possessing the passions of our human, fallen 

natures, but compassed with like infirmities, tempted in all points even as 

we are. Jesus endured agony which required help and support from His 

Father.  

“Christ is our example. Are the ministers of Christ tempted and fiercely 

buffeted by Satan? so also was He who knew no sin. He turned to His 

Father in these hours of distress. He came to earth that He might provide 

a way whereby we could find grace and strength to help in every time of 

need, by following His example in frequent, earnest prayer.” –God’s 

Amazing Grace, p. 167. 

3. In the previous reference to Christ in the days of His flesh, what 

was this flesh which He conquered to show us the way? Romans 

8:3-5; 1 Peter 4:1, 2 

 

 

 

“"The glory [character] which thou gavest me I have given them; that 

they may be one, even as we are one; I in them, and thou in me, that they 

may be made perfect in one; and that the world may know that thou hast 

sent me, and hast loved them, as thou hast loved me" (John 17:22, 23).” –
God’s Amazing Grace, p. 322. 

“This should be the Christian’s consolation. Christ, as man’s 

representative, has overcome the world, the flesh and the devil. So by the 
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Saviour’s help may the children of men overcome all the powers of evil.” –
The Signs of the Times, January 24, 1878. 

BEHOLD TO COPY 

4. How emphatically does Inspiration admonish us to focus on Jesus 

in order to copy Him? 1 Peter 2:21-24 

 

 

 

“The cross of Calvary appeals in power, affording a reason why we should 

love Christ now, and why we should consider Him first, and best, and last, 

in everything. We should take our fitting place in humble penitence at the 

foot of the cross. We may learn the lessons of meekness and lowliness of 

mind as we go up to Mount Calvary, and, looking upon the cross, see our 

Saviour in agony, the Son of God dying, the Just for the unjust. Behold 

Him who could summon legions of angels to His assistance with one word, 

a subject of jest and merriment, of reviling and hatred. He gives Himself a 

sacrifice for sin. When reviled, He threatened not; when falsely accused, 

He opened not His mouth. He prays on the cross for His murderers. He is 

dying for them. He is paying an infinite price for every one of them. He 

would not lose one whom He has purchased at so great cost. He gives 

Himself to be smitten and scourged without a murmur. And this 

uncomplaining victim is the Son of God. His throne is from everlasting, 

and His kingdom shall have no end. . . . Look, O look upon the cross of 

Calvary; behold the royal victim suffering on your account.” –That I May 

Know Him, p. 65. 

5. What is meant with looking upon Jesus? John 1:14 

 

 “Beholding Christ means studying His life as given in His Word. We are 

to dig for truth as for hidden treasure. We are to fix our eyes upon Christ. 

When we take Him as our personal Saviour, this gives us boldness to 

approach the throne of grace. By beholding we become changed, morally 

assimilated to the One who is perfect in character. By receiving His 

imputed righteousness, through the transforming power of the Holy 
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Spirit, we become like Him. The image of Christ is cherished, and it 

captivates the whole being” –S.D.A. Bible Commentary Vol. 6, p. 1098. 

6. By beholding Jesus in that manner, does Scripture give us the 

sure result? 2 Corinthians 3:18 

 

 

“As one becomes acquainted with the history of the Redeemer, he 

discovers in himself serious defects; his unlikeness to Christ is so great 

that he sees the necessity for radical changes in his life. Still he studies 

with a desire to become like his great Exemplar. He catches the looks, the 

spirit, of his beloved Master. By beholding, by "looking unto Jesus the 

author and finisher of our faith," he becomes changed into the same 

image. 

“It is not by looking away from Him that we imitate the life of Jesus, but 

by talking of Him, by dwelling upon His perfections, by seeking to refine 

the taste and elevate the character, by trying—through faith and love, and 

by earnest, persevering effort—to approach the perfect Pattern. By 

having a knowledge of Christ—His words, His habits, and His lessons of 

instruction—we borrow the virtues of the character we have so closely 

studied, and become imbued with the spirit we have so much admired. 

Jesus becomes to us "the chiefest among ten thousand," the One 

“altogether lovely” –S.D.A. Bible Commentary Vol. 6, p. 1098. 

TRIUMPHANT MEMBERSHIP 

7. Do we understand the full meaning of following in the footsteps of 

Jesus? 1 Peter 2:21 

 

“There is no education to be gained higher than that given to the early 

disciples, and which is revealed to us through the word of God. To gain 

the higher education means to follow this word implicitly; it means to 

walk in the footsteps of Christ, to practice His virtues. It means to give 

up selfishness and to devote the life to the service of God. Higher 

education calls for something greater, something more divine, than the 

knowledge to be obtained merely from books. It means a personal, 
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experimental knowledge of Christ; it means emancipation from ideas, 

from habits and practices, that have been gained in the school of the 

prince of darkness, and which are opposed to loyalty to God. It means to 

overcome stubbornness, pride, selfishness, worldly ambition, and 

unbelief. It is the message of deliverance from sin.” –Counsels to Parents, 

Teachers, and Students, p. 11. 

8. In pursuing the footsteps of Christ, how does this connect us with 

the church triumphant? Revelation 14:12; 3:21 

 

 

 

“The life of Christ was a life charged with a divine message of the love of 

God, and He longed intensely to impart this love to others in rich measure. 

Compassion beamed from His countenance, and His conduct was 

characterized by grace, humility, truth, and love. Every member of His 

church militant must manifest the same qualities, if He would join the 

church triumphant. The love of Christ is so broad, so full of glory, that in 

comparison to it, everything that men esteem as great, dwindles into 

insignificance. When we obtain a view of it, we exclaim, O the depth of 

the riches of the love that God bestowed upon men in the gift of His only-

begotten Son!” –Fundamentals of Christian Education, p. 179. 

NOTES 
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LESSON 3                                      Sabbath, October 20, 2018 

The Crucible Of Purification 

That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or 

wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it shoud be holy and without blemish. 

Ephesians 5:27 

OBJECTIVES 

 To study the purpose behind believers being part of a church. 

 To understand the function of church organisation. 

 To see the church as a hospital to restore sin-sick souls to full 

spiritual health and victory over sin. 

CHURCH MEMBERSHIP 

1. When a soul finds Jesus as his personal Saviour, where does 

Inspiration direct him? Acts 2:47 (last half) 

 

 

“The answer to Saul’s question is, "Arise, and go into the city, and it 

shall be told thee what thou must do." Jesus sends the inquiring Jew to 

His church, to obtain from them a knowledge of his duty. Christ 

performed the work of revelation and conviction; and now the penitent 

was in a condition to learn of those whom God had ordained to teach His 

truth. Thus Jesus gave sanction to the authority of His organized church, 

and placed Saul in connection with His representatives on earth. The 

light of heavenly illumination deprived Saul of sight, but Jesus, the great 

Healer, did not at once restore it. All blessings flow from Christ, but He 

had now established a church as His representative on earth, and to it 

belonged the work of directing the repentant sinner in the way of life. 

The very men whom Saul had purposed to destroy were to be his 
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instructors in the religion he had despised and persecuted.” –The Story of 

Redemption, p. 271. 

2. What authority did Jesus impart to His church for the spiritual 

growth of the individual members? Matthew 28:18-20; Ephesians 

4:11, 12 

 

 

 

“Christ here gives an example of His manner of working for the salvation 

of men. He might have done all this work directly for Saul; but this was 

not in accordance with His plan. His blessings were to come through the 

agencies which He had ordained. Saul had something to do in the line of 

confession to those whose destruction he had meditated; and God had a 

responsible work for the men to do whom He had authorized to act in His 

stead.  

“Saul becomes a learner of the disciples. In the light of the law he sees 

himself a sinner.” –The Story of Redemption, pp. 272, 273. 

3. How does Inspiration connect saving truth with God’s church? 

John 8:31, 32; 1 Timothy 3:15 

 

 

 

“There is one thing in this world which is the greatest object of Christ’s 

solicitude. It is His church on earth; for its members should be 

representatives, in spirit and character, of Him. The world is to recognize 

in them the representatives of Christianity, the depository of sacred truths 

in which is stored the most precious jewels for the enrichment of others. 

Through the ages of moral darkness and error, through centuries of strife 

and persecution, the church of Christ has been as a city set on a hill. From 

age to age, through successive generations to the present time, the pure 

doctrines of the Bible have been unfolding within its borders.” –To Be Like 

Jesus, p. 216. 
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A PLACE FOR PURIFICATION 

4. Does the Bible portray a refining process for God’s people 

similar to that of gold or silver? Malachi 3:2, 3; Proverbs 17:3; 

Isaiah 48:10 

 

 

 

“The refining furnace is to remove the dross. When the Refiner sees His 

image reflected in you perfectly, He will remove you from the furnace. 

You will not be left to be consumed or to endure the fiery ordeal any 

longer than is necessary for your purification. But it is necessary for you, 

in order to reflect the divine image, to submit to the process the Refiner 

chooses for you, that you may be cleansed, purified, and every spot and 

blemish removed—not even a wrinkle left in your Christian character.” –
Our High Calling, p. 312. 

“The Christian life is constantly an onward march. Jesus sits as a refiner 

and purifier of His people; and when His image is perfectly reflected in 

them, they are perfect and holy, and prepared for translation.” –My Life 

Today, p. 249. 

5. Where is the place God does most of His purification? 2 Timothy 

4:2; 3:16, 17 

 

 

 

“The church is now as a vast hospital, filled with the spiritually sick, who 

need to be placed under the influence of the refining furnace, until all 

dross is consumed.” –Manuscript Releases Vol. 4, p. 447. 

THE CHURCH A HOSPITAL 

6. What is the condition of a believer when he first joins the 

church? Psalm 38:3-7 
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“When you look to Calvary it is not to quiet your soul in the 

nonperformance of duty, not to compose yourself to sleep, but to create 

faith in Jesus, faith that will work, purifying the soul from the slime of 

selfishness. When we lay hold of Christ by faith, our work has just 

begun. Every man has corrupt and sinful habits that must be overcome by 

vigorous warfare. Every soul is required to fight the fight of faith. If one 

is a follower of Christ, he cannot be sharp in deal, he cannot be 

hardhearted, devoid of sympathy. He cannot be coarse in his speech. He 

cannot be full of pomposity and self-esteem. He cannot be overbearing, 

nor can he use harsh words, and censure and condemn.” –Our High Calling, 

p. 121. 

7. Is the church the place for sin-sick souls, and is a physician there 

with his medical team? Jeremiah 8:22; Mark 2:16, 17; Luke 9:1,  2 

 

 

 

 

“Godliness is becoming more and more rare. Unless the divine leaven of 

renovation works in the church, little will be done to convert souls who 

will be not only consumers, but producers. The church is now as a vast 

hospital, filled with the spiritually sick. The future of the church depends 

on the efforts made by the members to understand the sinfulness of 

selfishness, and their willingness to take the remedy that will cure the 

disease. Let a reformation take place, that those who accept the truth in 

the future may not be contaminated by the corrupting influence of 

selfishness.” –Pacific Union Recorder, August 14, 1902. 

“"They shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover." This world is a 

vast lazar house, but Christ came to heal the sick, to proclaim deliverance 

to the captives of Satan. He was in Himself health and strength. He 

imparted His life to the sick, the afflicted, those possessed of demons. He 

turned away none who came to receive His healing power. He knew that 
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those who petitioned Him for help had brought disease upon themselves; 

yet He did not refuse to heal them. And when virtue from Christ entered 

into these poor souls, they were convicted of sin, and many were healed of 

their spiritual disease, as well as of their physical maladies. The gospel still 

possesses the same power, and why should we not today witness the same 

results?” –The Desire of Ages, p. 823. 

8. What is the work the Physician does in the church? Deuteronomy 

30:6; Ezekiel 11:19, 20 

 

 

 

“The church is the repository of the riches of the grace of Christ; and 

through the church will eventually be made manifest, even to "the 

principalities and powers in heavenly places," the final and full display of 

the love of God.... The church is God’s fortress, His city of refuge, which 

He holds in a revolted world.... It is the theater of His grace, in which He 

delights to reveal His power to transform hearts.” –Sons and Daughters of 

God, p. 13. 

9. When the work of the church is done, how are the sin-sick souls 

presented? Psalm 103:2, 3; Isaiah 33:24; 35:4-6 

 

 

 

 

“To His church, Christ has given ample facilities, that He may receive a 

large revenue of glory from His redeemed, purchased possession. The 

church, being endowed with the righteousness of Christ, is His 

depository, in which the wealth of His mercy, His love, His grace, is to 

appear in full and final display.” –Testimonies to Ministers and Gospel Workers, 

p. 18. 
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NOTES 
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LESSON 4                                      Sabbath, October 27, 2018 

Members Of The Church 
Militant 

Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ.          

2 Timothy 2:3 

OBJECTIVES 

 To study another representation by which the church is described. 

 To understand the part every member fills in this army. 

 To realise the sure triumph every member is destined to reach in 

this army if he stays enlisted. 

THE ARMY OF GOD 

1. Besides being represented as a hospital, how else does Scripture 

describe God’s church? Song of Solomon 6:10 

 

 

“The church of Christ may be fitly compared to an army. The life of 

every soldier is one of toil, hardship, and danger. On every hand are 

vigilant foes, led on by the prince of the powers of darkness, who never 

slumbers and never deserts his post. Whenever a Christian is off his 

guard, this powerful adversary makes a sudden and violent attack. Unless 

the members of the church are active and vigilant, they will be overcome 

by his devices.” –That I May Know Him, p. 152. 

“Clad in the armor of Christ’s righteousness, the church is to enter upon 

her final conflict. "Fair as the moon, clear as the sun, and terrible as an 
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army with banners," she is to go forth into all the world, conquering and 

to conquer.” –My Life Today, p. 311. 

2. Does Inspiration portray the action of this army? Ephesians 6:12 

 

 

“In vision I saw two armies in terrible conflict. One army was led by 

banners bearing the world’s insignia; the other was led by the 

bloodstained banner of Prince Immanuel. Standard after standard was left 

to trail in the dust as company after company from the Lord’s army 

joined the foe and tribe after tribe from the ranks of the enemy united 

with the commandment-keeping people of God. An angel flying in the 

midst of heaven put the standard of Immanuel into many hands, while a 

mighty general cried out with a loud voice: "Come into line. Let those 

who are loyal to the commandments of God and the testimony of Christ 

now take their position. Come out from among them, and be ye separate, 

and touch not the unclean, and I will receive you, and will be a Father 

unto you, and ye shall be My sons and daughters. Let all who will come 

up to the help of the Lord, to the help of the Lord against the mighty."  

“The battle raged. Victory alternated from side to side. Now the soldiers 

of the cross gave way, "as when a standardbearer fainteth." Isaiah 10:18. 

But their apparent retreat was but to gain a more advantageous position. 

Shouts of joy were heard. A song of praise to God went up, and angel 

voices united in the song, as Christ’s soldiers planted His banner on the 

walls of fortresses till then held by the enemy. The Captain of our 

salvation was ordering the battle and sending support to His soldiers. His 

power was mightily displayed, encouraging them to press the battle to the 

gates. He taught them terrible things in righteousness as He led them on 

step by step, conquering and to conquer.” –Testimonies for the Church Vol. 8, 

p. 41. 

ENLISTED SOLDIERS 

3. When an individual believer is baptised and joins the church, 

what has only just begun? 1 Timothy 6:12 
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“Those who decide to be on the Lord’s side, and have made up their 

minds understandingly, have commenced a good work. Yet the work has 

but just begun. They have just enlisted in the army. The conflicts and 

battles are before them.” –In Heavenly Places, p. 218. 

4. Is the description of a soldier cited in Scripture? 2 Timothy 2:3; 

Ephesians 6:13-17 

 

 

 

“It is not safe for us, when going into battle, to cast away our weapons. It 

is then that we need to be equipped with the whole armor of God. Every 

piece is essential.” –My Life Today, p. 309. 

5. How does Inspiration portray the various positions members of 

God’s church are placed in when enlisted in this army?       

1 Corinthians 12:4-6; James 3:1 

 

 

 

“Every one who is added to the ranks by conversion is to be assigned his 

post of duty. Every one should be willing to be or to do anything in this 

warfare.” 

“The Master calls for gospel workers. Who will respond? Not all who 

enter the army are to be generals, captains, sergeants, or even corporals. 

Not all have the care and responsibility of leaders. There is hard work of 

other kinds to be done. Some must dig trenches and build fortifications; 

some are to stand as sentinels; some to carry messages. While there are but 

few officers, it requires many soldiers to form the rank and file of the 

army; yet its success depends upon the fidelity of every soldier. One man’s 

cowardice or treachery may bring disaster upon the entire army.” –Christian 

Service, p. 74. 
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CONFLICT AND VICTORY 

6. Is the call to fight made clear to every church member? 

Ephesians 6:10, 11 

 

 

“The Lord calls for soldiers who will not fail nor be discouraged; but 

who will accept the work with all its disagreeable features. He would 

have us all take Christ for our pattern.” –Christian Service, p. 240. 

“Every soul is required to fight the good fight of faith.” –Our High Calling, p. 

121. 

7. Are soldiers in this army to leave behind the comforts of life as all 

soldiers in real armies do? 2 Timothy 2:3, 4 

 

 

 

“No one would think of entering an army in time of war, hoping to have 

ease and self-indulgence and a real pleasant and profitable time. They 

know that hardships and privations are the liabilities; and as long as the 

war lasts, they will have coarse food and often short rations, long weary 

marches by day, enduring the heat of the burning sun, camping out at 

night in the open air, exposed to drenching rains and chilling frosts, 

venturing health and life itself as they stand as targets for the enemy. 

“The Christian life is compared to the life of a soldier, and there can be 

no bribes presented of ease and self-indulgence. The idea that Christian 

soldiers are to be excused from the conflicts, experiencing no trials, 

having all temporal comforts to enjoy, and even the luxuries of life, is a 

farce. The Christian conflict is a battle and a march, calling for 

endurance. Difficult work has to be done. It often proves fatal to the 

Christianity of those who, with false ideas of pleasantness and ease, 

enlist as soldiers in Christ’s army and then experience trials. God does 
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not present the reward to those whose whole life in this world has been 

one of self-indulgence and pleasure.” –Christ Triumphant, p. 354. 

8. Do soldiers in this army have perfect assurance that they are part 

of an army destined to victory? 1 Corinthians 15:57, 58; 

Revelation 6:2 

 

 

 

“Victories are not gained by ceremonies or display but by simple 

obedience to the highest General, the Lord God of heaven. He who trusts 

in this Leader will never know defeat. Obedience to God is liberty from 

the thraldom of sin, deliverance from human passion and impulse. Man 

may stand conqueror of himself, conqueror of his own inclinations, 

conqueror of principalities and powers, and of the "rulers of the darkness 

of this world," and of "spiritual wickedness in high places."” –In Heavenly 

Places, p. 259. 

“So long as they remained united, the church would go forth "fair as the 

moon, clear as the sun, and terrible as an army with banners." Song of 

Solomon 6:10. Nothing could withstand her onward progress. The church 

would advance from victory to victory, gloriously fulfilling her divine 

mission of proclaiming the gospel to the world.” –The Acts of the Apostles,     

p. 90. 

NOTE 
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LESSON 5                                    Sabbath, November 3, 2018 

Membership Of Laodicea 

To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even as I 

also overcame, and am set down with my Father in his throne. Revelation 

3:21 

OBJECTIVES 

 To examine the spiritual condition of the people of Laodicea. 

 To be aroused to the realisation that this is the final church 

triumphant. 

 To resolve to heed Christ’s counsel to Laodicea. 

MILITANT CHURCH OF LAODECEA 

1. As members of the church militant during the period of 

Laodicea, does the True Witness give a good report of their 

condition? Revelation 3:14-15 

 

 

 

“What greater deception can come upon human minds than a confidence 

that they are right when they are all wrong! The message of the True 

Witness finds the people of God in a sad deception, yet honest in that 

deception. They know not that their condition is deplorable in the sight of 

God. While those addressed are flattering themselves that they are in an 

exalted spiritual condition, the message of the True Witness breaks their 

security by the startling denunciation of their true condition of spiritual 

blindness, poverty, and wretchedness. The testimony, so cutting and 
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severe, cannot be a mistake, for it is the True Witness who speaks, and 

His testimony must be correct.” –Testimonies for the Church Vol. 3, p. 252. 

2. In view of this condition, what danger is this church and army 

in? Revelation 3:16 

 

 

“What if half the soldiers in an army were idling or asleep when ordered 

to be on duty; the result would be defeat, captivity, or death. Should any 

escape from the hands of the enemy, would they be thought worthy of a 

reward? No; they would speedily receive the sentence of death. And is 

the church of Christ careless or unfaithful, far more important 

consequences are involved. A sleeping army of Christian soldiers—what 

could be more terrible! What advance could be made against the world, 

who are under the control of the prince of darkness? Those who stand 

back indifferently in the day of battle, as though they had no interest and 

felt no responsibility as to the issue of the contest, might better change 

their course or leave the ranks at once.” –Testimonies for the Church Vol. 5, p. 

394. 

“The Lord requires our undivided affections. If people are not whole-

hearted, they will fail in the day of test and proving and trial. When the 

enemy shall put his forces in array against them, and the battle seems to go 

hard, at the very time when all the strength of intellect and capability, all 

the tact of wise generalship, is needed to repulse the enemy, those who are 

halfhearted will turn their weapons against their own soldiers; they weaken 

the hands that should be strong for warfare.” –Christ Triumphant, p. 123. 

3. How does Inspiration expand on the condition of these people and  

their ultimate demise? 

“To those who are indifferent at this time Christ’s warning is: "Because 

thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spew thee out of My 

mouth." Revelation 3:16. The figure of spewing out of His mouth means 

that He cannot offer up your prayers or your expressions of love to God. 

He cannot endorse your teaching of His word or your spiritual work in 
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anywise. He cannot present your religious exercises with the request that 

grace be given you.” –Testimonies for the Church Vol. 6, p. 408. 

“Those who separate from God and lose their spirituality, do not fall back 

all at once into a state which the true Witness calls lukewarm. They 

conform to the world little by little. As its influence steals upon them, 

they fail to resist it and maintain the warfare. After the first step is taken 

to have friendship with the world, darkness follows and they are prepared 

for the next. At every step they take in the downward course darkness 

gathers about them, until they are enshrouded. As they conform to the 

world they lose the transforming influence of the Spirit of God. They do 

not realize their distance from God. They think themselves in good case 

because they profess to believe the truth. They grow weaker and weaker, 

until the Spirit of God is withdrawn, and God bids his angels, Let them 

alone! Jesus spues them out of his mouth. He has borne their names to 

his Father; he has interceded for them, but he ceases his pleadings. Their 

names are dropped, and they are left with the world. They realize no 

change. Their profession is the same. There has not been so glaring a 

departure from the appearance of right. They had become so assimilated 

to the world that when heaven’s light was withdrawn they did not miss 

it.” –The Review and Herald, November 26, 1861. 

MILITANCY TO TRIUMPH 

4. What is declared regarding the church militant in this period?    

2 Timothy 2:4, 5 

 

 

“The Church militant is not the Church triumphant. Unless the people of 

God wage a valiant warfare against every species of sin, they will never 

pass through the portals of the holy city. And we shall have no second 

trial. Now is the accepted time, the time in which we are to obtain the 

education that will enable us to live in the heavenly courts. The whole 

heavenly universe is watching with the deepest interest to see who in this 

primary school is practicing the lessons of Christ.” –The Review and Herald, 

December 31, p. 1901. 
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5. Does Jesus give the Laodicean membership an offer by which 

they may overcome and transit to the church triumphant? 

Revelation 3:18-20 

 

 

“The counsel of the true Witness does not represent those who are 

lukewarm as in a hopeless case. There is yet a chance to remedy their state, 

and the Laodicean message is full of encouragement. . . . Purity of heart, 

purity of motive, may yet characterize those who are halfhearted and who 

are striving to serve God and mammon. They may yet wash their robes of 

character and make them white in the blood of the Lamb.  

“The gold of faith and love, the white raiment of a spotless character, and 

the eyesalve, or the power of clear discernment between good and evil—all 

these we must obtain before we can hope to enter the kingdom of God. But 

these precious treasures will not drop upon us without some exertion on 

our part. We must buy—we must "be zealous and repent" of our lukewarm 

state. We must be awake to see our wrongs, to search for our sins, and to 

put them away from us.” –Our High Calling, p. 351. 

CHRIST’S COUNSEL 

6. Considering Christ’s counsel to Laodicea, can we see that in its 

detail lies the path to victory? Revelation 3:19; Hebrew 12:6, 7, 

11-13 

 

 

 

“Those who are reproved by the Spirit of God should not rise up against 

the humble instrument. It is God, and not an erring mortal, who has 

spoken to save them from ruin. Those who despise the warning will be 

left in blindness to become self-deceived. But those who heed it, and 

zealously go about the work of separating their sins from them in order to 

have the needed graces, will be opening the door of their hearts that the 

dear Saviour may come in and dwell with them. This class you will ever 
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find in perfect harmony with the testimony of the Spirit of God.” –
Testimonies for the Church Vol. 3, p. 257. 

7. Combining the counsel and Christ’s knocking, do we feel the 

urgency to respond? Revelation 3:20; Song of Solomon 5:2-6; 

Luke 12:36 (last part) 

 

 

 

“Every warning, reproof, and entreaty in the Word of God, or through 

His delegated messengers, is a knock at the door of the heart; it is the 

voice of Jesus, asking for entrance. With every knock unheeded, your 

determination to open becomes weaker and weaker. If the voice of Jesus 

is not heeded at once, it becomes confused in the mind with a multitude 

of other voices, the world’s care and business engross the attention, and 

conviction dies away. The heart becomes less impressible, and lapses 

into a perilous unconsciousness of the shortness of time, and of the great 

eternity beyond.” 

“Our work is to open the door of the heart and let Jesus come in. He is 

knocking for entrance.... Will you open the door? Jesus is standing at the 

door of your heart. Let Him in, the heavenly Guest.” –Our High Calling, p. 

352. 

8. How does supping with Christ carry the Laodicean membership 

to triumph? Matthew 26:39, 42; 2 Corinthians 5:21; 2:14; 

Revelation 3:21 

 

 

 

 

“As one with us, He must bear the burden of our guilt and woe. The 

Sinless One must feel the shame of sin. The peace lover must dwell with 

strife, the truth must abide with falsehood, purity with vileness. Every 
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sin, every discord, every defiling lust that transgression had brought, was 

torture to His spirit.” –The Desire of Ages, p. 111. 

“The bitter cup was apportioned to us to drink. Our sins mingled it. But 

our dear Saviour took the cup from our lips and drank it Himself, and in 

its stead He presents to us a cup of . . . salvation.” –The Faith I Live By,       

p. 97. 

“Can we look upon Him whom our sins have pierced and not be willing 

also to drink of the cup of humiliation? Our sins mingled the bitter cup 

which He removed from our lips and drank Himself, that in its place He 

might put to our lips the cup of blessing.” –In Heavenly Places, p. 36. 

“We must be partakers with Christ of His sufferings if we would sit down 

in triumph with Him on His throne.” –God’s Amazing Grace, p. 90. 

NOTES 
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LESSON 6                                  Sabbath, November 10, 2018 

Work Of The 3 Angels’ 
Messages 

Here is the patience of the saints: here are they that keep the 

commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus. Revelation 14:12 

OBJECTIVES 

 To examine the three angels’ messages in their relation to the 

closing work of the gospel. 

 To include the research of the Angel of Revelation 18. 

 To see how the effect of these messages results in the rising of the 

church triumphant. 

THE CLOSING WORK 

1. In the study of Revelation 14:6-13, what follows immediately 

thereafter? Revelation 14:14-16; 1:7 

 

 

 

 

“Christ is coming the second time, with power unto salvation. To prepare 

human beings for this event, He has sent the first, second, and third 

angels’ messages. These angels represent those who receive the truth, 

and with power open the gospel to the world.” –S.D.A. Bible Commentary 

Vol. 7, p. 978. 
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2. How does the first angel depict the lead-up to the second advent 

of Christ? Revelation 14:6, 7; Daniel 7:9, 10, 21, 22 

 

 

 

 

“The work of the investigative judgment and the blotting out of sins is to 

be accomplished before the second advent of the Lord. Since the dead are 

to be judged out of the things written in the books, it is impossible that 

the sins of men should be blotted out until after the judgment at which 

their cases are to be investigated. . . . When the investigative judgment 

closes, Christ will come, and His reward will be with Him to give to 

every man as his work shall be.” –The Faith I Live By, p. 213. 

3. Do the second and third angel also indicate the lead-up to the 

second advent? Revelation 14:8-11; Daniel 7:26, 27; Revelation 

19:11, 19-21 

 

 

 

“No one has a true message fixing the time when Christ is to come or not 

to come. Be assured that God gives no one authority to say that Christ 

delays His coming five years, ten years, or twenty years. "Be ye also 

ready: for in such an hour as ye think not the Son of man cometh" 

[Matthew 24:44]. This is our message, the very message that the three 

angels flying in the midst of heaven are proclaiming. The work to be done 

now is that of sounding this last message of mercy to a fallen world. A new 

life is coming from heaven and taking possession of all God’s people. But 

divisions will come in the church. Two parties will be developed. The 

wheat and tares grow up together for the harvest.” –Manuscript Releases Vol. 

17, p. 17. 
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4. In reference to the angel of Revelation eighteen, do we recognise 

the content of the three angels’ messages there? Revelation 18:1-4 

 

 

 

“Thus the substance of the second angel’s message is again given to the 

world by that other angel who lightens the earth with his glory. These 

messages all blend in one, to come before the people in the closing days 

of this earth’s history. All the world will be tested, and all that have been 

in the darkness of error in regard to the Sabbath of the fourth 

commandment will understand the last message of mercy that is to be 

given to men.  

“Our work is to proclaim the commandments of God and the testimony 

of Jesus Christ.” –Selected Messages Book 2, p. 116. 

RAISING OF THE CHURCH TRIUMPHANT 

5. In the study of the angels’ messages can we discern the 

development of the final faithful remnant? Revelation 14:12; 18:4 

 

 

 

“During the past fifty years of my life, I have had precious opportunities to 

obtain an experience. I have had an experience in the first, second, and 

third angels’ messages. The angels are represented as flying in the midst of 

heaven, proclaiming to the world a message of warning, and having a 

direct bearing upon the people living in the last days of this earth’s history. 

No one hears the voice of these angels, for they are a symbol to represent 

the people of God who are working in harmony with the universe of 

heaven. Men and women, enlightened by the Spirit of God and sanctified 

through the truth, proclaim the three messages in their order.” –Selected 

Messages Book 2, p. 387. 
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“The third angel’s message must go over the land, and awaken the people, 

and call their attention to the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus. 

Another angel unites his voice with the third angel, and the earth is lighted 

with its glory. The light increases, and it shines out to all the nations of the 

earth. It is to go forth as a light that burneth. It will be attended with great 

power, until its golden beams have fallen upon every tongue, every people, 

and every nation upon the face of the whole earth. Let me ask you, What 

you are doing to prepare for this work? Are you building for eternity? You 

must remember that this angel represents the people that have this message 

to give to the world. Are you among that people?” –The Review and Herald, 

August 18, 1885. 

6. What is God’s call for this people to become prominent? Isaiah 

60:1-3 

 

 

“The Lord desires His workers to counsel together, not to move 

independently. Those who are set as ministers and guides to the people 

should pray much when they meet together. This will give wonderful 

help and courage, binding heart to heart and soul to soul, leading every 

man to unity and peace and strength in his endeavors.” –Testimonies to 

Ministers and Gospel Workers, p. 485. 

7. How will God use this faithful triumpant remnant? Revelation 

18:1; Habakkuk 2:14 

 

 

 

“It is to the thirsting soul that the fountain of living waters is open. God 

declares: "I will pour water upon him that is thirsty, and floods upon the 

dry ground." To souls that are earnestly seeking for light and that accept 

with gladness every ray of divine illumination from His holy word, to 

such alone light will be given. It is through these souls that God will 

reveal that light and power which will lighten the whole earth with His 

glory.” –Testimonies for the Church Vol. 5, p. 729. 
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“If ever God’s watchmen needed to be on their guard, it is now. . . . The 

trumpet must give a certain sound. There will be a general proclamation 

of truth, the whole earth will be enlightened with the glory of God, but 

those only will recognize the light who have sought to know the 

difference between holiness and sin.” –The Upward Look, p. 365. 

8. Does Inspiration give us the circumstances in which the faithful 

remnant are to shine? 2 Timothy 4:3, 4 

 

 

 

“"Search the Scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life." Every 

position of truth taken by our people will bear the criticism of the greatest 

minds; the highest of the world’s great men will be brought in contact with 

truth, and therefore every position we take should be critically examined 

and tested by the Scriptures. Now we seem to be unnoticed, but this will 

not always be. Movements are at work to bring us to the front, and if our 

theories of truth can be picked to pieces by historians or the world’s 

greatest men, it will be done.  

“We must individually know for ourselves what is truth, and be prepared 

to give a reason of the hope that we have with meekness and fear, not in a 

proud, boasting, self-sufficiency, but with the spirit of Christ. We are 

nearing the time when we shall stand individually alone to answer for our 

belief. Religious errors are multiplying and entwining themselves with 

Satanic power about the people. There is scarcely a doctrine of the Bible 

that has not been denied.” –Evangelism, p. 69. 

NOTE 
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LESSON 7                                  Sabbath, November 17, 2018 

The Time Of The End 

And he said, Go thy way, Daniel: for the words are closed up and sealed 

till the time of the end. Many shall be purified, and made white and tried… 

Daniel 12:9, 10 

OBJECTIVES 

 To obtain a clear understanding of the period designated as the 

time of the end. 

 To gain the understanding that during this period of time the 

company of triumphant believers are being established. 

 To identify this company as the 144,000 of Revelation seven. 

ENDTIME PERIOD 

1. What event marks the beginning of the time of the end?                  

2 Thessalonians 2:1-3, 7, 8 i.e. Matthew 24:21, 22, 29, 30; Daniel 

7:21, 25; Revelation 11:3; 13: 5 

 

 

 

“The periods here mentioned—"forty and two months," and "a thousand 

two hundred and threescore days"—are the same, alike representing the 

time in which the church of Christ was to suffer oppression from Rome. 

The 1260 years of papal supremacy began in A.D. 538, and would 

therefore terminate in 1798. At that time a French army entered Rome 

and made the pope a prisoner, and he died in exile. Though a new pope 

was soon afterward elected, the papal hierarchy has never since been able 

to wield the power which it before possessed.  
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“The persecution of the church did not continue throughout the entire 

period of the 1260 years. God in mercy to His people cut short the time 

of their fiery trial. In foretelling the "great tribulation" to befall the 

church, the Saviour said: "Except those days should be shortened, there 

should no flesh be saved: but for the elect’s sake those days shall be 

shortened." Matthew 24:22. Through the influence of the Reformation 

the persecution was brought to an end prior to 1798.” –The Great 

Controversy, p. 266. 

2. To verify that the time of the end took place after 1798, do the 

words in Daniel twelve throw light upon this time? Daniel 12:4, 9 

 

 

 

“The book that was sealed was not the book of Revelation, but that 

portion of the prophecy of Daniel which related to the last days. The 

Scripture says, "But thou, O Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the book, 

even to the time of the end: many shall run to and fro, and knowledge 

shall be increased" (Daniel 12:4). When the book was opened, the 

proclamation was made, "Time shall be no longer." (See Revelation 

10:6.) The book of Daniel is now unsealed, and the revelation made by 

Christ to John is to come to all the inhabitants of the earth. By the 

increase of knowledge a people is to be prepared to stand in the latter 

days.” –Selected Messages Book 2, p. 105. 

“Daniel stood in his lot to bear his testimony which was sealed until the 

time of the end, when the first angel’s message should be proclaimed to 

our world. These matters are of infinite importance in these last days; but 

while "many shall be purified, and made white, and tried," "the wicked 

shall do wickedly: and none of the wicked shall understand." How true this 

is! Sin is the transgression of the law of God; and those who will not 

accept the light in regard to the law of God will not understand the 

proclamation of the first, second, and third angel’s messages. The book of 

Daniel is unsealed in the revelation to John, and carries us forward to the 

last scenes of this earth’s history.” –Testimonies to Ministers and Gospel 

Workers, p. 115. 
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FORMATION OF TRIUMPH 

3. How does the book of Daniel link the triumphant believers with  

the time of the end? Daniel 12:9, 10, 3, 4 

 

 

 

“When Satan shall have accomplished his work of ensnaring all who will 

subject themselves to his deceptive influence, when he shall have 

finished his work of scattering abroad, Christ will rise up and bring 

deliverance to every one whose name is found written in the book of life. 

Satan and his followers will be destroyed. Then "they that be wise shall 

shine as the brightness of the firmament; and they that turn many to 

righteousness as the stars for ever and ever."” –The Upward Look, p. 365. 

“Jesus is coming, and will He find a people conformed to the world? and 

will He acknowledge them as His people that He has purified unto 

Himself? Oh, no. None but the pure and holy will He acknowledge as His. 

Those who have been purified and made white through suffering, and have 

kept themselves separate, unspotted from the world, He will own as His.” 

–Messages to Young People, p. 128. 

4. Does the book of Revelation refer to these wise ones who are to be 

purified and made white? Revelation 7:13-15 

 

 

 

“And the remnant are not only pardoned and accepted, but honored. "A 

fair miter" is set upon their heads. They are to be as kings and priests 

unto God. While Satan was urging his accusations and seeking to destroy 

this company, holy angels, unseen, were passing to and fro, placing upon 

them the seal of the living God. These are they that stand upon Mount 

Zion with the Lamb, having the Father’s name written in their foreheads. 

They sing the new song before the throne, that song which no man can 
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learn save the hundred and forty and four thousand, which were 

redeemed from the earth. "These are they which follow the Lamb 

whithersoever He goeth. These were redeemed from among men, being 

the first fruits unto God and to the Lamb. And in their mouth was found 

no guile: for they are without fault before the throne of God."” –Counsels 

for the Church, p. 353. 

5. Are the three angels’ messages directly related to this work? 

Revelation 14:1, 12, 13 

 

 

 

“I asked the angel if there were none left. He bade me look in an opposite 

direction, and I saw a little company traveling a narrow pathway. All 

seemed to be firmly united, bound together by the truth, in bundles, or 

companies. Said the angel, "The third angel is binding, or sealing, them 

in bundles for the heavenly garner." This little company looked 

careworn, as if they had passed through severe trials and conflicts. And it 

appeared as if the sun had just risen from behind a cloud and shone upon 

their countenances, causing them to look triumphant, as if their victories 

were nearly won.” –Early Writings, p. 88. 

SEALING OF THE 144,000 

6. In which way did Jesus identify the time of the end in which 

angels were engaged to reveal the pure company? Matthew 

13:38-43 

 

 

“I then saw the third angel. Said my accompanying angel, "Fearful is his 

work. Awful is his mission. He is the angel that is to select the wheat 

from the tares, and seal, or bind, the wheat for the heavenly garner. These 

things should engross the whole mind, the whole attention."” –Early 

Writings, p. 118. 
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7. What is meant with the sealing by which the 144,000 would be  

identified as the triumphant church? Ezekiel 9:4 

 

 

“Just as soon as the people of God are sealed in their foreheads—it is not 

any seal or mark that can be seen, but a settling into the truth, both 

intellectually and spiritually, so they cannot be moved—just as soon as 

God’s people are sealed and prepared for the shaking, it will come. 

Indeed, it has begun already; the judgments of God are now upon the 

land, . . . that we may know what is coming.” –The Faith I Live By, p. 287. 

8. How clearly are the 144,000 distinguished as the church 

triumphant? Revelation 14:1, 4, 5; 15:2 

 

 

 

“On the sea of glass the 144,000 stood in a perfect square. Some of them 

had very bright crowns, others not so bright. Some crowns appeared 

heavy with stars, while others had but few. All were perfectly satisfied 

with their crowns.” –Last Day Events, p. 282. 

NOTE 
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LESSON 8                                  Sabbath, November 24, 2018 

The Remnant Within 

I will also leave in the midst of thee an afflicted and poor people, and 

they shall trust in the name of the Lord. Zephaniah 3:12 

OBJECTIVES 

 To examine the scriptures that speak of the remnant. 

 To let Inspiration describe the spiritual condition of these people 

in contrast to their professing brethren. 

 To observe the treatment they experience from their brethren.  

A REMNANT PEOPLE 

1. Are there scriptures that indicate a faithful remnant that exist 

within an apostate denomination? Isaiah 1:9; 10:22; Romans 

9:27-29 

 

 

 

 

“The leaven of godliness has not entirely lost its power. At the time when 

the danger and depression of the church are greatest, the little company 

who are standing in the light will be sighing and crying for the 

abominations that are done in the land. But more especially will their 

prayers arise in behalf of the church because its members are doing after 

the manner of the world.” –Testimonies for the Church Vol. 5, p. 209. 
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2. Where else does the Bible speak of a remnant? Amos 5:2, 3; Joel 

2:31, 32; Isaiah 6:12, 13; Revelation 12:17 

 

 

 

 

THE SPIRITUAL CONDITION 

3. How does Inspiration describe the spiritual nature of this 

remnant people? Zephaniah 3:12, 13; Revelation 14:12 

 

 

 

“John was shown these things in holy vision. He saw the company 

represented by the five wise virgins, with their lamps trimmed and 

burning, and he exclaimed in rapture, "Here is the patience of the saints; 

here are they that keep the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus. 

And I heard a voice from heaven saying unto me, Write, Blessed are the 

dead which die in the Lord from henceforth: Yea, saith the Spirit, that 

they may rest from their labors; and their works do follow them."” –
Manuscript Releases Vol. 16, p. 269. 

4. In what contrast does this company appear among their fellow 

professing brethren? Isaiah 66:2; Matthew 24:45 

 

 

 

“A company was presented before me under the name of Seventh-day 

Adventists, who were advising that the banner or sign which makes us a 

distinctive people should not be held out so strikingly; for they claimed it 

was not the best policy in securing success to our institutions. This 
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distinctive banner is to be borne through the world to the close of 

probation. In describing the remnant people of God, John says, "Here is 

the patience of the saints: here are they that keep the commandments of 

God, and the faith of Jesus" [Revelation 14:12]. This is the law and the 

gospel. The world and the churches are uniting in harmony in 

transgressing the law of God, in tearing away God’s memorial, and in 

exalting a sabbath that bears the signature of the man of sin. But the 

Sabbath of the Lord thy God is to be a sign to show the difference 

between the obedient and the disobedient. I saw some reaching out their 

hands to remove the banner, and to obscure its significance.” –Manuscript 

Releases Vol. 13, p. 69. 

INTERNAL CHURCH CONFLICT 

5. Does this company called Seventh-day Adventists look favourably 

upon their faithful remnant brethren? Matthew 24:48, 49 

 

 

 

“When souls long after Christ, and seek to become one with Him, then 

those who are content with the form of godliness exclaim, "Be careful; 

do not go to extremes." 

“When angels of heaven come among us and work through human 

agents, there will be solid, substantial conversions, after the order of the 

conversions of the day of Pentecost. Now . . . be careful and do not go 

into human excitement. But while we should be careful not to go into 

human excitement, we should not be among those who will raise 

inquiries and cherish doubts in reference to the work of the Spirit of God, 

for there will be those who will question and criticize when the Spirit of 

God takes possession of men and women, because their own hearts are 

not moved, but are cold and unimpressible.” –Christ Triumphent, p. 371. 

6. What do these professing Seventh-day Adventists do to this 

remnant within? Isaiah 66:5 
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“The opposition which Christ received came from his own nation, who 

would have been greatly blessed had they accepted him. In like manner 

the remnant church receive opposition from those who profess to be their 

brethren.” –The Review and Herald, August 28, 1883. 

7. How do the faithful remnant respond to this treatment? Ezekiel 

9:4 

 

 

“The leaven of godliness has not entirely lost its power. At the time when 

the danger and depression of the church are greatest, the little company 

who are standing in the light will be sighing and crying for the 

abominations that are done in the land. But more especially will their 

prayers arise in behalf of the church because its members are doing after 

the manner of the world.” 

“The command is: "Go through the midst of the city, through the midst of 

Jerusalem, and set a mark upon the foreheads of the men that sigh and that 

cry for all the abominations that be done in the midst thereof." These 

sighing, crying ones had been holding forth the words of life; they had 

reproved, counseled, and entreated. Some who had been dishonoring God 

repented and humbled their hearts before Him. But the glory of the Lord 

had departed from Israel; although many still continued the forms of 

religion, His power and presence were lacking.” –Testimonies for the Church 

Vol. 5, pp. 209, 210. 

8. Does Inspiration honour this faithful company by words of 

commendation? Isaiah 66:5 (last sentence); Luke 18:7, 8 

 

 

 

“The earnest prayers of this faithful few will not be in vain. When the 

Lord comes forth as an avenger, He will also come as a protector of all 
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those who have preserved the faith in its purity and kept themselves 

unspotted from the world. It is at this time that God has promised to 

avenge His own elect which cry day and night unto Him, though He bear 

long with them.” –Testimonies for the Church Vol. 5, p. 210. 

NOTES 
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LESSON 9                                    Sabbath, December 1, 2018 

Purifying Experiences 

For, lo, I will command, and I will sift the house of Israel among all 

nations, like as corn is sifted in a sieve, yet shall not the least grain fall 

upon the earth. Amos 9:9 

OBJECTIVES 

 To show from Scripture that throughout the history of God’s 

church, the faithful remnant always became manifest by being 

shaken out. 

 To explore the shaking experience. 

 To observe the manifestation of the final shaking. 

A HISTORY OF SHAKING 

1. In an overview of the Old Testament church, do we see the 

faithful people being separated from the unfaithful by the process 

of sifting? Amos 9:8, 9; Isaiah 8:14-18 

 

 

 

“God had indeed prepared the hearts of the chief men of Judah to lead 

out in a decided reformatory movement, that the tide of apostasy might 

be stayed. Through His prophets He had sent to His chosen people 

message after message of earnest entreaty—messages that had been 

despised and rejected by the ten tribes of the kingdom of Israel, now 

given over to the enemy. But in Judah there remained a goodly remnant, 

and to these the prophets continued to appeal.” –Prophets and Kings, p. 333. 
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2. In a further overview of the Christian-New Testament church, 

can the same phenomenon be observed? John 15:20; Luke 21:12, 

16 

 

 

“As the light and life of men was rejected by the ecclesiastical authorities 

in the days of Christ, so it has been rejected in every succeeding 

generation. Again and again the history of Christ’s withdrawal from 

Judea has been repeated. When the Reformers preached the word of God, 

they had no thought of separating themselves from the established 

church; but the religious leaders would not tolerate the light, and those 

that bore it were forced to seek another class, who were longing for the 

truth. In our day few of the professed followers of the Reformers are 

actuated by their spirit. Few are listening for the voice of God, and ready 

to accept truth in whatever guise it may be presented. Often those who 

follow in the steps of the Reformers are forced to turn away from the 

churches they love, in order to declare the plain teaching of the word of 

God. And many times those who are seeking for light are by the same 

teaching obliged to leave the church of their fathers, that they may render 

obedience.” –The Desire of Ages, p. 232. 

“During ages of spiritual darkness the church of God has been as a city set 

on a hill. From age to age, through successive generations, the pure 

doctrines of heaven have been unfolding within its borders. Enfeebled and 

defective as it may appear, the church is the one object upon which God 

bestows in a special sense His supreme regard. It is the theater of His 

grace, in which He delights to reveal His power to transform hearts.” –The 

Acts of the Apostles, p. 12. 

THE SHAKING EXPERIENCE 

3. How does the Scripture describe the experience of God’s faithful 

remnant as they are being shaken? 2 Timothy 3:12; John 16:20 

 

 



131 

First Half, Year 2018 

 

“It is through one who is "a brother, and companion in tribulation" that 

Christ reveals to His people the fearful conflict that they must meet 

before His second coming. Before the scenes of their bitter struggle are 

opened to them, they are reminded that other believers also have drunk of 

the cup and been baptized with the baptism. He who sustained these early 

witnesses to the truth will not forsake His people in the final conflict.” –
Christ Triumphant, p. 314. 

4. What is the word used to reveal an unpleasent experience the 

faithful need to pass through? Matthew 24:11-13; James 5:10, 11; 

Matthew 10:22 

 

 

 

“Those who are finally victorious will have seasons of terrible perplexity 

and trial in their religious life; but they must not cast away their 

confidence, for this is a part of their discipline in the school of Christ, 

and it is essential in order that all dross may be purged away. The servant 

of God must endure with fortitude the attacks of the enemy, his grievous 

taunts, and must overcome the obstacles which Satan will place in his 

way.” –Lift Him Up, p. 241. 

5. Is there a comfort that will assist all who endure the displeasure 

of the shaking? Romans 8:31-39 

 

 

 

“The world’s Redeemer would not have man in ignorance of Satan’s 

devices. The vast confederacy of evil is arrayed against those who would 

overcome; but Christ would have us look to the things that are not seen, 

to the armies of heaven that encamp round about those who love God, to 

deliver them. The angels of heaven are interested in behalf of man. The 
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power of Omnipotence is at the service of those who trust in God. The 

Father accepts the righteousness of Christ in behalf of His followers, and 

they are surrounded with light and holiness which Satan cannot penetrate. 

The voice of the Captain of our salvation speaks to His followers, saying, 

"'Be of good cheer; I have overcome the world.' I am your defense; 

advance to victory."” –Faith and Works, p. 93. 

THE FINAL SHAKING 

6. For those living just prior to the second advent of Christ, do we 

see a greater intensity of shaking tribulation? Jeremiah 30:5-7 

 

 

 

“The time of trouble, which is to increase until the end, is very near at 

hand. We have no time to lose. The world is stirred with the spirit of war. 

The prophecies of the eleventh of Daniel have almost reached their final 

fulfillment.–RH Nov. 24, 1904. 

“The time of trouble—trouble such as was not since there was a nation 

[Daniel 12:1]—is right upon us, and we are like the sleeping virgins. We 

are to awake and ask the Lord Jesus to place underneath us His 

everlasting arms, and carry us through the time of trial before us.–3MR 

305 (1906).” 

“We are on the very verge of the time of trouble, and perplexities that are 

scarcely dreamed of are before us.–9T 43 (1909).” –Last Day Events, p. 12. 

7. How much will the church triumphant need to endure? Matthew 

10:34-36; 24:48, 49 
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“We need not say: The perils of the last days are soon to come upon us. 

Already they have come. We need now the sword of the Lord to cut to 

the very soul and marrow of fleshly lusts, appetites, and passions.”  

“As the storm approaches, a large class who have professed faith in the 

third angel’s message, but have not been sanctified through obedience to 

the truth, abandon their position, and join the ranks of the opposition. By 

uniting with the world and partaking of its spirit, they have come to view 

matters in nearly the same light; and when the test is brought, they are 

prepared to choose the easy, popular side. Men of talent and pleasing 

address, who once rejoiced in the truth, employ their powers to deceive 

and mislead souls. They become the most bitter enemies of their former 

brethren.  

“We are in the shaking time, the time when everything that can be shaken 

will be shaken. The Lord will not excuse those who know the truth if 

they do not in word and deed obey His commands.” –The Faith I Live By, p. 

336. 

“The time has come when everything that can be shaken will be shaken. 

We are in the shaking time. Be assured that only those who live the 

prayer of Christ for unity among His disciples, working it out in practical 

life, will stand the test.” –The Review and Herald, June 18, 1901. 

8. Who will this final testing manifest? 1 Corinthians 11:18, 19; 

Hebrews 12:27 

 

 

 

“The days are fast approaching when there will be great perplexity and 

confusion. Satan, clothed in angel robes, will deceive, if possible, the 

very elect. There will be gods many and lords many. Every wind of 

doctrine will be blowing. Those who have rendered supreme homage to 

"science falsely so called" will not be the leaders then. Those who have 

trusted to intellect, genius, or talent will not then stand at the head of 

rank and file. They did not keep pace with the light. Those who have 

proved themselves unfaithful will not then be entrusted with the flock. In 
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the last solemn work few great men will be engaged. They are self-

sufficient, independent of God, and He cannot use them. The Lord has 

faithful servants, who in the shaking, testing time will be disclosed to 

view. There are precious ones now hidden who have not bowed the knee 

to Baal.” –Testimonies for the Church Vol. 5, p. 80. 

“Not all in this world have taken sides with the enemy against God. Not all 

have become disloyal. There are a faithful few who are true to God; for 

John writes: "Here are they that keep the commandments of God, and the 

faith of Jesus." Revelation 14:12. Soon the battle will be waged fiercely 

between those who serve God and those who serve Him not. Soon 

everything that can be shaken will be shaken, that those things that cannot 

be shaken may remain.” –Testimonies for the Church Vol. 9, p. 15. 

NOTES 
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LESSON 10                                  Sabbath, December 8, 2018 

Overcomers 

To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even as I 

also overcame, and am set down with my Father in his throne. Revelation 

3:21 

OBJECTIVES 

 To study the qualities of the members of the church militant that 

will become members of the church triumphant. 

 To research the elements that these people have to overcome. 

 To appreciate the meaning of sitting with Christ in His throne. 

TRANSITION TO TRIUMPH 

1. For us to gain victories in the path of salvation, does Jesus give 

relevant counsel? Luke 13:23, 24 i.e. 2 Corinthians 10:3, 4 

 

 

 

“A great and solemn responsibility rests upon us who profess to obey 

God’s commandments, to show to the world around us that we are 

bending our steps heavenward. And as we press against the current that is 

bearing all down, then we should know for what we should strive. We are 

to press toward the mark of the prize of our high calling in Christ Jesus. 

We cannot remain in listless resistance and yet gain the prize. . . .   

“We are to grow up to the full stature of men and women in Christ Jesus, 

and we are thus growing up a precious temple unto the Lord. He says, "I 

will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their God, and they 

shall be my people" (2 Corinthians 6:16). . . . What we want is the Spirit of 
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God in our souls. We want our faces set constantly heavenward. And when 

we see that sin in us is striving for the mastery, then we must strive.” –In 

Heavenly Places, p. 263. 

“"Be diligent that ye may be found of him in peace, without spot, and 

blameless." 2 Peter 3:14. This is the standard for which every Christian 

must strive, not in his own natural ability, but through the grace given him 

of Jesus Christ. Let us wrestle for the mastery over every sin, and be able 

to check every impatient, fretful expression.” –Our High Calling, p. 235. 

2. Where are those who strive to gain the victory placed by the 

providence of God? Acts 2:46, 47 

 

 

 

“God has made His church on the earth a channel of light, and through it 

He communicates His purposes and His will. He does not give to one of 

His servants an experience independent of and contrary to the experience 

of the church itself. Neither does He give one man a knowledge of His 

will for the entire church while the church—Christ’s body—is left in 

darkness. In His providence He places His servants in close connection 

with His church in order that they may have less confidence in 

themselves and greater confidence in others whom He is leading out to 

advance His work.” –The Acts of the Apostles, p. 163. 

3. How does Inspiration describe the experience of souls striving 

within the church militant? 1 Corinthians 9:25-27; 1 Timothy 

6:11, 12 

 

 

 

“In the church militant men will be ever in need of restoration from the 

results of sin. The one who in some respects is superior to another is in 

other respects inferior to him. Every human being is subject to temptation 
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and in need of brotherly interest and sympathy. The exercise of mercy in 

our daily relations with one another is one of the most effective means of 

attaining perfection of character, for only those who walk with Christ can 

be truly merciful.” –In Heavenly Places, p. 290. 

“The church militant is not the church triumphant. The church militant 

must wrestle and toil. She must strive against temptations and fight severe 

battles, because Satan is not dead. His agencies are much more active in 

his work than are the agencies of God in the work of their Leader.” –
General Conference Bulletin, April 22, 1901. 

4. What are the qualities of those who will comprise the church 

triumphant? Galatians 5:22-24 

 

 

 

“The work is soon to close. The members of the church militant who 

have proved faithful will become the church triumphant.” 

“The life of Christ was a life charged with a divine message of the love 

of God, and He longed intensely to impart this love to others in rich 

measure. Compassion beamed from His countenance, and His conduct 

was characterized by grace, humility, truth, and love. Every member of 

His church militant must manifest the same qualities, if he would join the 

church triumphant.” –Last Day Events, p. 62. 

ELEMENTS TO OVERCOME 

5. In the warfare we are called to engage in, is there clear 

information as to the nature of the conflict? Ephesians 6:12;        

2 Corinthians 10:5 
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“Are you striving to enter in at the strait gate? There is work, earnest 

work, to be done for the Master. The evils condemned in God’s word, 

must be overcome. You must individually battle against the world, the 

flesh and the devil. The word of God is called "the sword of the Spirit," 

and you should become skillful in its use, if you would cut your way 

through the hosts of opposition and darkness.” –Fundamentals of Chrisian 

Education, p. 124. 

6. Is there a detailed description of the points that need to be 

overcome? Galatians 5:19-21, 24 

 

 

 

“In the first six of these verses [Galatians 5:16-21] there is presented the 

class that cannot enter into the kingdom of God. Those who do the things 

here specified, shall not inherit that kingdom. But there is presented 

another class, who can and will enter the kingdom of God, who will have 

a right to enter there; and they are persons who are seeking a moral 

fitness to stand around the great white throne in white robes of character. 

In the day of their probation they realize the importance of the work to be 

done, and take hold of it intelligently and understandingly. They make it 

a personal work, an individual work.” –The Southern Review, December 4, 

1906. 
IN UNISON WITH CHRIST 

7. Do we have a role model of someone who has triumphed in the 

battle against all the elements we must overcome? Hebrews 4:15; 

5:7-9  

 

 

 

“Divine culture brings perfection. If in connection with God the work is 

carried forward, the human agent, through Christ, will day by day gain 
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victory and honor in the battle. Through the grace given he will 

overcome, and will be placed on vantage ground. In his relation to Christ 

he will be bone of His bone, flesh of His flesh, one with Christ in a 

peculiar relationship, because Christ took the humanity of man. He 

became subject to temptation, endangering as it were, His divine 

attributes. Satan sought, by the constant and curious devices of his 

cunning, to make Christ yield to temptation. Man must pass over the 

ground over which Christ has passed. As Christ overcame every 

temptation which Satan brought against Him, so man is to overcome. 

And those who strive earnestly to overcome are brought into a oneness 

with Christ that the angels in heaven can never know.” –Bible Commentary 

Vol. 7, p. 926. 

8. In following the example of Christ, how intimately will the 

overcomers be connected with Him in eternity? Revelation 3:20, 

21 

 

“We can overcome. Yes; fully, entirely. Jesus died to make a way of 

escape for us, that we might overcome every fault, resist every 

temptation, and sit down at last with Him in His throne.” –Our High 

Calling, p. 353. 

“Christ has pledged Himself to help all who join His army, to cooperate 

with Him in fighting against visible and invisible foes. He has promised 

that they shall be joint heirs with Him to an immortal inheritance, that 

they shall reign as kings and priests before God. Those who are willing to 

share in this life the humiliation of the Saviour will share with Him in 

His glory. Those who choose to suffer affliction with the people of God 

rather than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season will be given a place 

with Christ on His throne.” –Ye Shall Receive Power, p. 372. 

“Through the merits of Christ we are to be purified, refined, redeemed, 

and given a place with Christ on His throne. Could any greater honor be 

conferred upon man than this? Could we aspire to anything greater? If we 

are overcomers, Christ declares, "I will not blot out his name out of the 

book of life, but I will confess his name before My Father, and before 

His angels."” –Temperance, p. 283. 
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LESSON 11                                Sabbath, December 15, 2018 

Washing In The Blood 

These are they which came out of great tribulation, and have washed 

their robes, and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. Revelation 

7:14 

OBJECTIVES 

 To consider the process by which the church triumphant obtained 

their status. 

 To explore the meaning behind the term “washing their robes in 

the blood of the Lamb”. 

 To appreciate the cleansing of mind gained by Christ’s sacrifice. 

A PROTRACTED PROCESS 

1. Having already seen that the 144,000 are the people who 

comprise the final triumphant church, what is written regarding 

their status? Revealtion 14:1, 4, 5 

 

 

 

“The people of God must purify their souls through obedience to the 

truth, and be prepared to stand without fault before Him at His coming.” 

–Evangelism, p. 695. 

2. By what means do the Scriptures declare such a condition to be 

achieved? Revelation 7:14; 1 John 1:7 
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“It is our privilege to believe that His blood is able to cleanse us from 

every spot and stain of sin. We must not limit the power of the Holy One 

of Israel. He wants us to come to Him just as we are, sinful and polluted. 

His blood is efficacious. . . . If you fall under temptation do not become 

discouraged. This promise comes ringing down along the line to our 

time: "If any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ 

the righteous." I feel that for this one promise a continual song of 

thanksgiving ought to go forth.” –In Heavenly Places, p. 264. 

“Thank God that He who spilled His blood for us, lives to plead it, lives to 

make intercession for every soul who receives Him. "If we confess our 

sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness." 1 John 1:9. The blood of Jesus Christ cleanses us from 

all sin. It speaketh better things than the blood of Abel, for Christ ever 

liveth to make intercession for us. We need to keep ever before us the 

efficacy of the blood of Jesus. That life-cleansing, life-sustaining blood, 

appropriated by living faith, is our hope. We need to grow in appreciation 

of its inestimable value, for it speaks for us only as we by faith claim its 

virtue, keeping the conscience clean and at peace with God.” –Our High 

Calling, p. 47. 

3. Do we understand the meaning of the robes that can be washed 

and made white in blood? Zechariah 3:3-5; Isaiah 61:10 

 

 

 

“He has a work before him to overcome these defects if he would be 

among the number who are to stand without fault before the throne of 

God, having come up through great tribulation, and having washed their 

robes of character and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. The 

provision has been made for us to wash. The fountain has been prepared 

at infinite expense, and the burden of washing rests upon us, who are 

imperfect before God. The Lord does not propose to remove these spots 

of defilement without our doing anything on our part. We must wash our 

robes in the blood of the Lamb. We may lay hold of the merits of the 
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blood of Christ by faith, and through His grace and power we may have 

strength to overcome our errors, our sins, our imperfections of character, 

and come off victorious, having washed our robes in the blood of the 

Lamb.” –Testimonies for the Church Vol. 3, p. 183. 

4. Is there a description of the process involved in washing the 

character in the blood of the Lamb? Isaiah 1:16 

 

 

“This is our washing and ironing time—the time when we are to cleanse 

our robes of character in the blood of the Lamb. John says, "Behold the 

Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world" (John 1:29). . . . 

Shall we not let our sins go?” –In Heavenly Places, p. 356. 

“But there is something for you to do, in seeking the Lord with an earnest 

purpose of heart and forsaking your sins; for Jesus will not save you if you 

continue to transgress the law. You must, through faith in Christ, overcome 

sin. Through the strength Jesus gives you, you must day by day be engaged 

in washing the garments of your character and making them white in the 

blood of the Lamb. How thankful we should be to God that we do not have 

to make these efforts in our own finite strength! Jesus brings us divine help 

to aid our human efforts.” –The Youth’s Instructor, August 18, 1886. 

5. To reach the condition of final triumph, is this process one we 

must learn to endure? Acts 14:22 

 

 

“The reason many in this age of the world make no greater advancement in 

the divine life is because they interpret the will of God to be just what they 

will to do. While following their own desires, they flatter themselves that 

they are conforming to God’s will. These have no conflicts with self. There 

are others who for a time are successful in the struggle against their selfish 

desire for pleasure and ease. They are sincere and earnest, but grow weary 

of protracted effort, of daily death, of ceaseless turmoil. Indolence seems 

inviting, death to self repulsive; and they close their drowsy eyes and fall 
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under the power of temptation instead of resisting it.” –The Acts of the 

Apostles, p. 565. 

“The character and course of the Christian is in marked contrast to that of 

worldlings. The Christian cannot find pleasure in the amusements and in 

the varied scenes of gaiety of the world. Higher and holier attractions 

engage the affections. Christians will show that they are the friends of God 

by their obedience.” –Daughters of God, p. 231. 

MIND-PURGING BLOOD 

6. As we meet this unexpected protracted effort, how does the blood 

of Christ’s sacrifice assist us to endure? Hebrews 12:3, 4; 9:13, 14 

 

 

 

“It is not enough merely to acknowledge Christ. We must follow where He 

leads the way. His grace is sufficient. He suffered for us, and He has left us 

an example, that we should follow . . . The present is our time of proving. 

The experience necessary in order to gain the crown of life will bring us 

far greater crucifixion of self than we have hitherto thought possible. What 

is the message that the apostle Paul bears to everyone who names the name 

of Christ? "Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a 

cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so 

easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before us, 

looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that 

was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down 

at the right hand of the throne of God. For consider him that endured such 

contradiction of sinners against himself, lest ye be wearied and faint in 

your minds" (Hebrews 12:1-3). 

“Christ was the Lord of heaven and earth, yet for our sake He became 

poor, that we through His poverty might be made rich. He was made in the 

likeness of God, yet He humbled Himself, and took upon Him the form of 

a servant, that He might save us. He gave His life for our redemption. Will 

we accept the sacrifice?” –The Upward Look, p. 134. 
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7. Because Jesus, our Saviour, is beside us in our purifying 

discomfort, can this lift our spirit into willing cooperation? 

Ephesians 5:26, 27; 1 Peter 4:1, 2, 12, 13 

 

 

 

 

“Christ gave Himself willingly and cheerfully to the carrying out of the 

will of God. He became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross. 

In view of all that He has done, should we feel it a hardship to deny self? 

Shall we draw back from being partakers of Christ’s sufferings? His 

death ought to stir every fiber of our beings, making us willing to 

consecrate to His work all that we have and are. As we think of all that 

He has done for us, our hearts should be filled with gratitude and love, 

and we should renounce all selfishness. What duty could the heart refuse 

to perform under the constraining influence of the love of Christ?” –
Testimonies for the Church Vol. 9, p. 53. 

NOTES 
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LESSON 12                                Sabbath, December 22, 2018 

Jacob’s Trouble 

Alas! for that day is great, so that none is like it: it is even the time of 

Jacob’s trouble; but he shall be saved out of it. Jeremiah 30:7 

OBJECTIVES 

 To delve further into the study of the purifying experience of 

those who become members of the church triumphant. 

 To let Inspiration apply the time of Jacob’s trouble to this. 

 To explore the final touches this time of Jacob’s trouble effects 

upon the church triumphant. 

LAST DAY TRIALS 

1. Having come to appreciate that Jesus is our role model of 

purification, do the 144,000 come to the full purity of Jesus? John 

14:30 

 

 

“The time had come for Satan’s last attempt to overcome Christ. But 

Christ declared, He hath nothing in Me, no sin that brings Me in his 

power. He can find nothing in Me that responds to his satanic 

suggestions.” –Christ Triumphant, p. 260. 

“Now, while our great High Priest is making the atonement for us, we 

should seek to become perfect in Christ. Not even by a thought could our 

Saviour be brought to yield to the power of temptation. Satan finds in 

human hearts some point where he can gain a foothold; some sinful desire 

is cherished, by means of which his temptations assert their power. But 

Christ declared of Himself: "The prince of this world cometh, and hath 
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nothing in Me." John 14:30. Satan could find nothing in the Son of God 

that would enable him to gain the victory. He had kept His Father’s 

commandments, and there was no sin in Him that Satan could use to his 

advantage. This is the condition in which those must be found who shall 

stand in the time of trouble.” –The Great Controversy, p. 623. 

2. Will the intensity with which Satan tried to overcome Jesus be 

similar to that with which he will seek to conquer the 144,000? 

Revelation 12:17 

 

 

“The apostle John in vision heard a loud voice in heaven exclaiming: 

"Woe to the inhabiters of the earth and of the sea! for the devil is come 

down unto you, having great wrath, because he knoweth that he hath but 

a short time." Revelation 12:12. Fearful are the scenes which call forth 

this exclamation from the heavenly voice. The wrath of Satan increases 

as his time grows short, and his work of deceit and destruction will reach 

its culmination in the time of trouble.” –The Great Controversy, p. 623. 

“Satan saw the image of God in the character and person of Jesus Christ. 

He knew that if Christ carried out His plan, his satanic authority would 

be at an end. Therefore, the life of Christ was a perpetual warfare against 

satanic agencies. . . . The conflict increased in fierceness and malignity as 

again and again the prey was taken out of his hands.” –Christ Triumphant,  

p. 259. 

PARALLEL TO JACOB’S TROUBE 

3. What is the story that Inspiration applies to that of the remnant 

of the woman’s seed? Jeremiah 30:5-7 

 

 

 

“The people of God will then be plunged into those scenes of affliction 

and distress described by the prophet as the time of Jacob’s trouble.  
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Jacob’s night of anguish, when he wrestled in prayer for deliverance 

from the hand of Esau (Genesis 32:24-30), represents the experience of 

God’s people in the time of trouble.” –The Great Controversy, p. 616. 

4. In what sense are the experiences of Jacob a parallel to the 

experiences of the final remnant? Genesis 32:6, 7, 11; 27:41 

 

 

 

“As Satan influenced Esau to march against Jacob, so he will stir up the 

wicked to destroy God’s people in the time of trouble. And as he accused 

Jacob, he will urge his accusations against the people of God. He 

numbers the world as his subjects; but the little company who keep the 

commandments of God are resisting his supremacy. If he could blot them 

from the earth, his triumph would be complete. He sees that holy angels 

are guarding them, and he infers that their sins have been pardoned; but 

he does not know that their cases have been decided in the sanctuary 

above. He has an accurate knowledge of the sins which he has tempted 

them to commit, and he presents these before God in the most 

exaggerated light, representing this people to be just as deserving as 

himself of exclusion from the favor of God. He declares that the Lord 

cannot in justice forgive their sins and yet destroy him and his angels. He 

claims them as his prey and demands that they be given into his hands to 

destroy.” –The Great Controversy, p. 618. 

5. How is the intensity of Satan against the faithful remnant 

described?  

“As Satan accuses the people of God on account of their sins, the Lord 

permits him to try them to the uttermost. Their confidence in God, their 

faith and firmness, will be severely tested. As they review the past, their 

hopes sink; for in their whole lives they can see little good. They are 

fully conscious of their weakness and unworthiness. Satan endeavors to 

terrify them with the thought that their cases are hopeless, that the stain 

of their defilement will never be washed away. He hopes so to destroy 



149 

First Half, Year 2018 

their faith that they will yield to his temptations and turn from their 

allegiance to God. 

“The "time of trouble, such as never was," is soon to open upon us; and 

we shall need an experience which we do not now possess and which 

many are too indolent to obtain. It is often the case that trouble is greater 

in anticipation than in reality; but this is not true of the crisis before us. 

The most vivid presentation cannot reach the magnitude of the ordeal. In 

that time of trial, every soul must stand for himself before God. "Though 

Noah, Daniel, and Job" were in the land, "as I live, saith the Lord God, 

they shall deliver neither son nor daughter; they shall but deliver their 

own souls by their righteousness." Ezekiel 14:20.” –The Great Controversy, 

pp. 618, 622. 

THE FINAL TRIUMPH 

6. Is there in the experience of Jacob another parallel with that of 

this remnant? Genesis 32:24-28; Hosea 12:3, 4 

 

 

 

“They afflict their souls before God, pointing to their past repentance of 

their many sins, and pleading the Saviour’s promise: "Let him take hold 

of My strength, that he may make peace with Me; and he shall make 

peace with Me." Isaiah 27:5. Their faith does not fail because their 

prayers are not immediately answered. Though suffering the keenest 

anxiety, terror, and distress, they do not cease their intercessions. They 

lay hold of the strength of God as Jacob laid hold of the Angel; and the 

language of their souls is: "I will not let Thee go, except Thou bless 

me."” –The Great Controversy, p. 619. 

7. As Jacob triumphed in the process of his purification, does this 

final remnant come forth triumphant out of this extreme purging 

experience? Jeremiah 30:7; Malachi 3:2, 3 
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“Jacob’s history is also an assurance that God will not cast off those who 

have been deceived and tempted and betrayed into sin, but who have 

returned unto Him with true repentance. While Satan seeks to destroy 

this class, God will send His angels to comfort and protect them in the 

time of peril. The assaults of Satan are fierce and determined, his 

delusions are terrible; but the Lord’s eye is upon His people, and His ear 

listens to their cries. Their affliction is great, the flames of the furnace 

seem about to consume them; but the Refiner will bring them forth as 

gold tried in the fire. God’s love for His children during the period of 

their severest trial is as strong and tender as in the days of their sunniest 

prosperity; but it is needful for them to be placed in the furnace of fire; 

their earthliness must be consumed, that the image of Christ may be 

perfectly reflected.” –The Great Controversy, p. 621. 

NOTES 
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LESSON 13                                Sabbath, December 29, 2018 

On The Sea Of Glass 

And I saw as it were a sea of glass mingled with fire: and them that had 

gotten the victory over the beast, and over his image, and over his mark, 

and over the number of his name, stand on the sea of glass, having the 

harps of God. Revelation 15:2 

OBJECTIVES 

 To see the complete assimilation of the final remnant with the 

Lord Jesus Christ in His final triumph. 

 To appreciate His words of entire union with them in eternity. 

 To see their special place with Him on the sea of glass. 

TRIUMPHANT ASSIMILATION 

1. In Christ’s atonement with humanity, did He meet and overcome 

all the trials and temptations we have to meet? Hebrews 2:17, 18; 

4:15 

 

 

 

“He withstood the temptation, through the power that man may 

command.” –S.D.A. Bible Commentary Vol. 5, p. 1082. 

“Jesus said, "Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world." 

He walked once a man on earth, His divinity clothed with humanity, a 

suffering, tempted man, beset with Satan’s devices. He was tempted in 

all points like as we are, and He knows how to succor those that are 

tempted.” –Lift Him Up, p. 184. 
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“Christ alone had experience in all the sorrows and temptations that 

befall human beings. Never another of woman born was so fiercely beset 

by temptation; never another bore so heavy a burden of the world’s sin 

and pain. Never was there another whose sympathies were so broad or so 

tender. A sharer in all the experiences of humanity, He could feel not 

only for, but with, every burdened and tempted and struggling one.” –
Education, p. 78.  

2. What was it that made Jesus victor over all the trials and 

temptations He bore on our behalf? Hebrews 12:2 (first part) 

 

 

“As one with us, a sharer in our needs and weaknesses, He was wholly 

dependent upon God, and in the secret place of prayer He sought divine 

strength that He might go forth braced for duty and trial. 

“In Christ the cry of humanity reached the Father of infinite pity. As a man 

He supplicated the throne of God till His humanity was charged with a 

heavenly current that should connect humanity with divinity. Through 

continual communion He received life from God, that He might impart life 

to the world. His experience is to be ours.” –That I May Know Him, p. 259. 

3. How intimately must we be assimilated with Christ in order to 

triumph with Him in the final crisis? Colossians 1:26-28;        

2 Corinthians 2:14 (first half); Galatians 2:20 

 

 

 

 

“Divine culture brings perfection. If in connection with God the work is 

carried forward, the human agent, through Christ, will day by day gain 

victory and honor in the battle. Through the grace given he will 

overcome, and will be placed on vantage ground. In his relation to Christ 

he will be bone of His bone, flesh of His flesh, one with Christ in a 
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peculiar relationship, because Christ took the humanity of man. He 

became subject to temptation, endangering as it were, His divine 

attributes. Satan sought, by the constant and curious devices of his 

cunning, to make Christ yield to temptation. Man must pass over the 

ground over which Christ has passed. As Christ overcame every 

temptation which Satan brought against Him, so man is to overcome. 

And those who strive earnestly to overcome are brought into a oneness 

with Christ that the angels in heaven can never know.” –S.D.A. Bible 

Commentary Vol. 7, p. 926. 

4. By what words are the members of the church triumphant 

identified in the final account? Revelation 14:12 

 

 

“Man is given the privilege of working with God in the saving of his own 

soul. He is to receive Christ as his personal Saviour and believe in Him. 

Receiving and believing is his part of the contract. This means abiding in 

Christ, showing in Him at all times and under all circumstances a faith 

that works by love and purifies the soul from all defilement. Christ is the 

author of this faith, and He demands that it be constantly exercised. Thus 

we receive a constant supply of grace.” –Notebook Leaflets from the 

Elmshaven Library Vol. 1, p. 91. 

5. In the crisis before us, do we have the assurance that we will have 

the victory in assimilation with Christ? 1 John 5:1, 4, 5;                      

1 Corinthians 15:57 

 

 

 

“But God’s servants are not to trust to themselves in this great 

emergency. The program of coming events is in the hands of the Lord. 

The world is not without a ruler; the Majesty of heaven has the destiny of 

nations, as well as the concerns of His church, in His own hands. . . .   
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“The important future is before us. To meet its trials and temptations, and 

to perform its duties, will require great faith and perseverance. But we 

may triumph gloriously, for not one watching, praying, believing soul 

will be ensnared by the devices of the enemy. All heaven is interested in 

our welfare and waits our demand upon its wisdom and strength. In the 

time of trial just before us, God’s pledge of security will be placed upon 

those who have kept the word of His patience.” –Christ Triumphant, p. 316. 

BOUND FOR ETERNITY 

6. Because they were so perfectly assimilated with Christ on earth, 

where are they seen in the heavenly realms? Revelation 15:2; 14:1 

 

 

 

“There were all kinds of trees around the temple to beautify the place—

the box, the pine, the fir, the oil, the myrtle, the pomegranate, and the fig 

tree bowed down with the weight of its timely figs; these made the place 

all over glorious. And as we were about to enter the temple, Jesus raised 

His lovely voice and said, "Only the 144,000 enter this place," and we 

shouted, "Alleluia!"   

“This temple was supported by seven pillars, all of transparent gold, set 

with pearls most glorious. The wonderful things I there saw, I cannot 

describe. Oh, that I could talk in the language of Canaan, then could I tell 

a little of the glory of the better world. I saw there tables of stone in 

which the names of the 144,000 were engraved in letters of gold.” –
Heaven, p. 88. 

7. Where are these triumphant souls going to be positioned in 

eternity? Revelation 3:21 

 

 

“They sing "a new song" before the throne, a song which no man can 

learn save the hundred and forty and four thousand. It is the song of 
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Moses and the Lamb—a song of deliverance. None but the hundred and 

forty-four thousand can learn that song, for it is the song of their 

experience—an experience such as no other company have ever had. 

"These are they which follow the Lamb whithersoever He goeth." These, 

having been translated from the earth, from among the living, are counted 

as "the first fruits unto God and to the Lamb" (Revelation 15:2, 3; 14:1-

5.) "These are they which came out of great tribulation"; they have 

passed through the time of trouble such as never was since there was a 

nation; they have endured the anguish of the time of Jacob’s trouble; they 

have stood without an intercessor through the final outpouring of God’s 

judgments.” –Last Day Events, p. 268. 

“In this world there is neither comfort nor happiness without Jesus. Let 

us acknowledge him as our Friend and Saviour. How can we fail of 

loving him who has first loved us? In him are matchless charms. O, may 

we all so live during this brief period of probationary time that we shall 

reign with him throughout the ceaseless ages of eternity!” –The Youth’s 

Instructor, February 12, 1903. 

NOTES 

 

 


